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1. Gearing up for the world’s most challenging circuit.

Opinions are emphatically undivided: the consensus is that the Nordschleife of the Nürburgring is the most difficult race track in the world. This strip of asphalt is both loved and detested. The northern circuit of the Nürburgring, on which the 24 Hour Race takes place on 31st May/1st June, is 25.947 kilometres long and has a total of 86 turns. The landscape renders it a roller-coaster ride through dense forests that seem to swallow everything up. No victory is as sweet as the one after a bitterly cold and frequently wet night in the 24 Hour Race in the Eifel. BMW, by far the most successful marque in this marathon, has tasted such victory 16 times already – the first time was at the maiden event of 1970. One of the triumphant drivers of that event will also be at the wheel in 2003 for the Munich-based works team: Hans-Joachim Stuck. 

Skill and courage are essential on the Nordschleife. A race outing on the circuit dubbed the “green hell” is not recommended for greenhorns. 
That is why, on the 31st of May, BMW will be lining up with a high-calibre squad of drivers. Contesting the 31st running of this endurance classic 
will be the two BMW M3 GTRs of BMW Motorsport with more than 450 bhp. They will be managed by the Freilassing-based Schnitzer Team led by 
Charly Lamm. Under Lamm’s strategic control, BMW touring cars have already claimed two overall victories at the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race, as well as 
five wins in the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (BEL) and one at the classic 24 Hours of Le Mans (FRA) in 1999 with the open-topped BMW V12 LMR prototype.

Making up the team along Stuck (52) are Danish driver John Nielsen (47) 
and Boris Said (40) of the United Sates. Alternating at the wheel of the second BMW M3 GTR will be three Germans: Claudia Hürtgen (31) and the 
two (unrelated) BMW works drivers Dirk Müller (27) and Jörg Müller (33). 
As a backup driver, Marc Duez (46) of Belgium will be supporting the 
BMW Motorsport team.

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen: “The selection criteria were clear: 
it was a matter of experience of the Nürburgring Nordschleife along with experience in GT sports cars comparable to the BMW M3 GTR and 24-hour events.” And there’s another thing that unites the seven drivers – all of them have already scored numerous victories for BMW.

BMW Motorsport Director Gerhard Berger sums up the team’s strategy: 
“We will be pitching for BMW’s 17th overall victory.” The most recent of these to be claimed in the Nürburgring 24 Hours was in 1998, and it made history: 
a BMW 320d was the first diesel-powered touring car to win such an event, driven across the finish line by none other than Hans-Joachim Stuck.

BMW M3 GTR: a success from the word go.

The muscular BMW M3 GTR made its debut in 2001 in the American 
Le Mans Series (ALMS), where it triumphed in all disciplines. Jörg Müller won the drivers’ championship, BMW Motorsport won the team classification, 
and BMW claimed the manufacturers’ title in the company’s most important export market. 

The 4-litre V8 engine powering the BMW M3 GTR produces over 450 bhp, 
and with inclines of up to 17 per cent on the Nordschleife, every single horsepower counts on this track. A specially developed chassis, fine-tuned aerodynamics and strategic lightweight design with carbon fibre body 
panels make the M3 into a commanding GT sports car. 

200 cars and 150,000 spectators.

A starting field of around 200 vehicles – from small cars kitted out with raceworthy safety features all the way to proper sports cars – and crowds of 
up to 150,000 make the 24 Hour Race on the Nürburgring one of Germany’s premier motorsport events. It will be staged for the 31st time in 2003. 
Since 1970, this spectacular endurance race has been held in the Eifel, being cancelled only in 1974 and 1975 due to an energy crisis.

F1 and talent promotion on BMW’s next visit to the Eifel.

BMW and the Nürburgring aren’t just powerful partners when it comes to endurance racing. Exactly four weeks after the 24 Hours, the Munich marque will be racing in Formula One’s European Grand Prix at the same venue. 
BMW WilliamsF1 Team driver Juan Pablo Montoya set up a permanent record there at the 2001 GP: never before had a Formula One car clocked a 
faster race lap on the Grand Prix circuit, which was then 4.556 kilometres 
long. The Colombian sped into the circuit’s history books with 
a lap time of 1:18.354 minutes, an average speed of 209.32 km/h.

These days, whenever Formula One comes to the Nürburgring, BMW’s 
up-and-coming young racing talent are never far away. As part of the 
Grand Prix weekend, the Formula BMW ADAC Championship will also be staging two rounds here in 2003. The aspiring racers, some no older 
than 15, will be able to sample motorsport’s top echelon event, breathe in the fresh air of the Eifel mountains and absorb a bit of German racing history as well as they drive around the Nordschleife.

2. BMW endurance victories.

BMW successes in the Nürburgring 24 Hours.

BMW kicked off the roll of honour in 1970 and, with 16 overall victories and 
79 class wins to date, is by far the most successful marque to compete in this endurance event. In terms of overall wins Porsche takes second place, 
while 43 class victories put Opel second in that league. BMW holds a further record by virtue of twice securing eight class victories in a year (1998 and 2000).  

The company claimed its most recent overall victory in 1998 and wrote 
a further chapter of motor racing history: it was the first time a diesel touring car had won an endurance race of this kind. 

Winning statistics show that a BMW victory has so far never come singly. 
The shortest run was three wins in succession (1984–1986), the longest five (1994-1998). Between 1989 and 1998, BMW won nine out of ten 24 Hour Races held in the Eifel, a winning streak only interrupted in 1993 by Porsche. 

The greatest dominance of the BMW marque goes back to 1970 and 1971, when four out of the five top cars in each of those years bore the BMW logo.
BMW marathon men at Le Mans and Spa.

1999 saw BMW achieve its most significant international endurance victory when it won the Le Mans 24 Hours with drivers Yannick Dalmas (FRA), Pierluigi Martini (ITA) and Joachim Winkelhock (GER) in the open-topped BMW V12 LMR sports car. The team behind that win was the same as is running the 2003 competition effort on the Nürburgring: Schnitzer Motorsport under team manager Charly Lamm.

Prior to that, in 1994, an enclosed GT sports car with BMW’s twelve-
cylinder engine had won at Le Mans – a McLaren F1 GTR driven by Dalmas, JJ Lehto (FIN) and Masanori Sekiya (JPN).

The “green hell” of the Nürburgring is frequently, and justifiably, mentioned 
in the same breath as the “Ardennes roller-coaster” – the Spa-Francorchamps circuit in Belgium. On this challenging track, host to 24 Hour Races since 1924, BMW touring cars have taken 21 wins so far. The first was by Pascal Ickx and Gerard Langlois in 1965 with a BMW 1800 ti. The most recent 
overall victory went to Alain Cudini, Marc Duez and Eric van de Poele driving 
a BMW 320i in 1998.  

16 BMW overall wins at the Nürburgring 24 Hours.

	Year
	Drivers
	Car



	1970
	Clemens Schickentanz (GER)

Hans-Joachim Stuck (GER)
	BMW 2002 ti

	1971
	Ferfried Prinz von Hohenzollern (GER)

Gerold Pankl (AUT)
	BMW Alpina

	1972
	Helmut Kelleners (GER)

Gerold Pankl (AUT)
	BMW Alpina

	1973
	Hans Peter Joisten (GER)

Niki Lauda (AUT)
	BMW 3.3

	1984
	Franz Josef Bröhling (GER)

Axel Felder (GER)

Peter Oberndorfer (GER)
	BMW 635

	1985
	Axel Felder (GER)

Jürgen Hamelmann (GER)

Robert Walterscheid-Müller (GER)
	BMW 635

	1986
	Markus Oestreich (GER)

Otto Rensing (GER)

Winfried Vogt (GER)
	BMW 325i

	1989
	Fabien Giroix (FRA)

Emanuele Pirro (ITA)

Roberto Ravaglia (ITA)
	BMW M3

	1990
	Altfried Heger (GER)

Frank Schmickler (GER)

Joachim Winkelhock (GER)
	BMW M3

	1991
	Armin Hahne (GER)

Kris Nissen (DNK)

Joachim Winkelhock (GER)
	BMW M3

	1992
	Johnny Cecotto (VEN)

Christian Danner (GER)

Marc Duez (BEL)

Jean Michel Martin (BEL)
	BMW M3

	1994
	Frank Katthöfer (GER)

Fred Rosterg (GER)

Karl-Heinz Wlazik (GER)
	BMW M3

	1995
	Alexander Burgstaller (GER)

Marc Duez (BEL)

Roberto Ravaglia (ITA)
	BMW 320i

	1996
	Sabine Reck (GER)

Johannes Scheid (GER)

Hans Widmann (GER)
	BMW M3

	1997
	Sabine Reck (GER)

Johannes Scheid (GER)

Hans-J. Tiemann (GER)

Peter Zakowski (GER)
	BMW M3

	1998 
	Andreas Bovensiepen (GER)

Marc Duez (BEL)

Christian Menzel (GER)

Hans-Joachim Stuck (GER)
	BMW 320d


3. Interview with Hans-Joachim Stuck.

In 1970 Hans-Joachim Stuck won the first 24 Hour Race ever to 
be held on the Nürburgring. He was driving a BMW 2002 ti. 
In 1998 he repeated this success with a diesel-powered BMW 320. 
In 2003 he will be racing for BMW once again.

Is there a more fascinating stretch of tarmac than the Nordschleife?

Hans-Joachim Stuck: Absolutely not. On the Nordschleife, every single lap is 
a different experience and a major challenge. It’s a circuit without comparison, and hard to imagine for anyone who hasn’t been on it. 

Which part of it do you particularly enjoy? 

Stuck: I’m very partial to the downhill stretch after the “Hohe Acht” (High Eight). The stretch towards Brünnchen and Pflanzgarten and the crest is very fast and has tremendous sequences of turns. Whistling along there is incredibly thrilling. I’m very fond of downhill stretches anyway, because they’re difficult. 

During which phase of the race do you prefer to be driving? 

Stuck: At night. These days we have a very good lighting system on the BMW, but even so, an intimate knowledge of the course is a particular boon in the dark. Besides, the atmosphere at night is fascinating. It’s as if you’re hurtling through a tunnel. To your left there are lights, campfires, fans having a good time, and to the right is the pitch-black forest. 

What attributes does a driver need for a day and night on this circuit? 

Stuck: A good deal of self-discipline, above all. With a car as fast as our 
BMW M3 GTR, you really have to keep a lookout for all the slower cars. 
The differences in speed are tremendous. But you can only contemplate overtaking if you’re absolutely certain the driver in front has seen you. Furthermore, it’s essential that you know the course inside out. If you’re still looking for the ideal line on the Nordschleife during the 24 Hour Race, 
you’re a danger to yourself and to others.

Do you have a tip for keeping your motivation and concentration up? 

Stuck: Motivation has to be inbuilt, otherwise there’s no point in even turning up. As for concentration, there’s basically no question about that either on the Nordschleife. There isn’t a single second where you can relax, as you can on the Hunaudières straights at Le Mans, for example. In the Eifel, you have to be totally with it even along the straights of the Döttinger Height so as to avoid 
the bumps properly.

How should the BMW M3 GTR be set up for this ride through 
the green hell? 

Stuck: Because of the bumps and compressions, we need a relatively generous ride height and a comparatively soft suspension tuning – 
as, incidentally, do all racing cars on the Nordschleife. Besides, it’s easier on the driver’s stomach, which would otherwise get a fair battering. There are 
a few places, such as that anachronistic concrete in the Carousel, where you still have to take great care to protect the car. The transmission ratio is also 
very important. If you get that spot on, you can save a lot of gear changing. That means less strain on the material and also has a positive impact on lap times.

What are your memories of the 1970 victory? 

Stuck: I remember quite clearly that Clemens Schickentanz and I were both really holding back. We more or less carried the BMW 2002 ti around the track. Then as now, reliability is the be-all and end-all. Making up for time lost during a repair stop is virtually impossible. A funny thing happened to me after the race. We had been given a caravan by our sponsors Eifelland, which Clemens left to me after our win. I then borrowed a 5 Series from BMW so as to 
pull the thing back to Grainau. But apparently I was too impatient to take the caravan’s needs into consideration and batted happily along at 130 km/h. 
On a motorway bridge near Nürnberg, a sudden gust of wind started shaking the thing up. It collapsed like a house of cards and the pieces scattered across the autobahn.

What was the weather like at the time?

Stuck: It was dry.

Weather in the Eifel – what do you associate with that?

Stuck: All sorts of different experiences. Last year, for example, the weather for the 24 Hour Race was excellent – consistently dry, and it was still 24 degrees Celsius at night. Perfect. That’s what I would wish for this year as well. It isn’t just a dream for us drivers, but for the pit crews and the spectators as well. 
But I’ve also experienced races being called off due to fog. Once the race was stopped for several hours during the night, and then when visibility improved 
it was restarted.

Did the 19-year-old Stuck of the time make mistakes he would 
no longer make today? 

Stuck: Of course. I clearly lacked the necessary caution and foresight. Basically, as a callow youth you simply want to drive as spectacularly 
as possible. Looking back, I’m not so impressed with my driving performance any more.

And vice-versa, was the impetuous young man able to do things 
you can no longer deliver?

Stuck: In terms of endurance racing, no. That’s because in a 24-hour race you’re not consistently driving at the car’s limit anyway.

How have you prepared for this year’s race?

Stuck: As I only drove one race in 2002, I’ve embarked on another course 
of intensive training. I’ve stopped jogging in deference to my aging joints. 
For stamina, I now do a lot of mountain-biking and work out on the step machine. To survive the bumpy course of the Nordschleife, physical fitness is an absolute must. From a physical point of view, there’s no tougher race 
than this one either.

4. Team and drivers.

Team BMW Motorsport.

Reliability is the mantra at any 24-hour event. BMW places its confidence 
in a tried and tested combination of BMW engineers from Munich and the Schnitzer Motorsport team. Schnitzer, like no other name, is a byword for success in touring car racing. Racing cars under the direction of team manager Charly Lamm have won numerous events around the globe.

Schnitzer Motorsport was founded 40 years ago in Freilassing in southern Germany, near the Austrian border. The company started out in 1936 as a car dealership, and has been a BMW dealer since 1966. It later extended to include “Schnitzer Automobile Technik”, offering engine tuning kits and BMW accessories. 

Schnitzer has won almost two dozen titles for BMW, including three European Touring Car Championships as well as championship titles in Germany, England, Italy, Japan and the Far East. But the company not only excels when it comes to touring car events. In 1997, the team celebrated victories in 
the FIA GT Championship with the McLaren BMW F1 GTR, and in 1999 took overall victory in the Le Mans 24 Hours with the open-topped BMW V12 LMR prototype, as well as claiming further wins in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS). In the 2001 ALMS, Schnitzer took up the threads of these successes with the BMW M3 GTR when it won the GT class of this endurance championship. 

Endurance races are a speciality of this team. If Le Mans in 1999 represents the biggest international victory, previous 24-hour events bear witness to more strategic feats: five wins in the marathon at Spa-Francorchamps have 
been added to the record book (1985, 1986, 1988, 1990 and 1995). At the Nürburgring, the team has crossed the finishing line as overall winner twice, 
in 1989 and 1990. 

Apart from its involvement in the 24 Hour Race on the Nürburgring, the team is also contesting the 2003 European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) as BMW Team Deutschland with two BMW 320i’s driven by Dirk and 
Jörg Müller. Schnitzer is at the same time the testing and development team for the BMW 320i ETCC on behalf of BMW Motorsport.

Team name:
Team BMW Motorsport, München

Racing team:
Schnitzer Motorsport, 
with support from BMW Motorsport engineers 

Team manager:
Charly Lamm, Schnitzer Motorsport

Technical director:
Albert Biermann, BMW Motorsport

Address:
Schnitzer Motorsport
Görlitzer Straße 2a, 83395 Freilassing, Deutschland
Website:
www.bmw-motorsport.com
www.schnitzer.de

Major successes of Schnitzer Motorsport:


1966
1st place German Championship (BMW 2000 ti)
1975
1st place Formula 2 European Championship


 (Martini BMW)

1976
2nd place GT Manufacturers’ World Championship 


(BMW 3.5 CSL)


1978
1st place German Racing Champoinship (BMW 320)

1980–1998
Nine wins in touring car races in Macau 

 
(BMW 320, BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1983, 1986, 1988
1st place European Touring Car Championship 


(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3)
1985, 1986, 1988
1st place Spa 24 Hours

1990, 1995 
(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1987
1st place World Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1989, 1991
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours

1989
1st place German Touring Car Championship 


(BMW M3)

1989, 1990
1st place Italian Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1993
1st place British Touring Car Championship 


(BMW 318i),
1994
1st place Asia Pacific Championship (BMW 318is)
1995
1st place Japanese Touring Car Championship 


(BMW 320i),


1st place ADAC Super Touring Car Cup (BMW 320i)

1998
1st place German Super Touring Car Championship


(BMW 320i)

1999
1st place Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR),


1st place Sebring 12 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2001
1st place GT Class American Le Mans Series 


(BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2nd place European Touring Car Championship, 


seven wins

Claudia Hürtgen (GER).

A successful woman in the motor racing world is an exception, but it doesn’t mean she comes from a different world. Claudia Hürtgen has both feet very much on the ground. The 31-year-old from Aachen made her powerful entry into motor racing when she won the German Pop Kart Championship in 1989. 
Following that, Formula racing was her first love. Via the Formula Ford junior league she made the leap into the German Formula 3 Championship as 
a works driver for Opel. She also proved her talent in Germany’s top Formula class and was forging plans for a single-seater career, but these were nipped 
in the bud in 1993 when Claudia Hürtgen had an accident during the F3 Grand Prix in Monte Carlo, sustaining severe injuries to her hands in particular.

But she would not be bowed. Since 1994 she has been successfully contesting touring car events, with BMW in the German Touring Car Challenge (DTC) since 2001. Sports cars have featured in her repertoire since 1997. 
So far she has entered a total of eight 24-hour events, four at Daytona (USA), three at Le Mans, and one on the Nürburgring (2001). 

Date/Place of birth:
10th September 1971/Aachen (GER)

Place of residence:
Aachen (GER)

Marital status:
single

Website:
www.claudia-huertgen.de

1986 to 1989
karting

1989
1st place German Pop Kart Championship

1991
1st place Ford Fiesta Cup,


2nd place German Formula Ford Championship

1992
German Formula 3 Championship (Reynard-Alfa)

1993
German Formula 3 Championship (Dallara-Opel),


serious accident in Monte Carlo, time off due to injury

1994
3rd place German Touring Car Trophy

1995

1st place Austrian Touring Car Championship (Ford)

1996

German Super Touring Car Cup

1997

1st place GT2 Class Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche),



4th place GT2 Class FIA GT Championship

1998

3rd place LMGT2 Class Le Mans 24 Hours,


2nd place GT2 Class at Homestead (USA), 


FIA GT Championship (Porsche)

1999
Daytona and Le Mans 24 Hours, 


FIA GT Championship 

2000

Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche), German Touring Car 



Challenge (Ford), 1st place Historic Grand Prix 



Monaco (Maserati)

2001
two class wins ALMS (Lola Nissan LMP 675),

two race wins German Touring Car Challenge (BMW 320i), Daytona, Le Mans and Nürburgring 24 Hours

2002
3rd place German Touring Car Challenge, three wins


(BMW 320i)

Dirk Müller (GER).

Dirk Müller had a classic start to his career in kart racing. As a 14-year-old, 
he was a relative latecomer to make his races debut. His parents, brother and sister acted as his racing team at the time. Later he began being successful 
in Formula and sports car racing. Like his teammate Jörg Müller, to whom he is in no way related, he has recently added a title win in the GT Class of 
the American Le Mans Series to his triumphs.

One of his dreams came true at the end of the 2002 season when he was given the opportunity to drive a Formula One racing car. In recognition of his achievements in the European Touring Car Championship, BMW granted 
him 45 test laps of the Barcelona circuit in the WilliamsF1 BMW FW24 in early December. Needless to say it whetted his appetite for more, but it has 
done nothing to detract from his target for 2003: Dirk Müller wants to better his fourth place in last year’s European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) and add a win in the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race to his CV. 2003 will mark his debut in this event. On the first weekend of May he improved his knowledge of 
the circuit by competing in the German Endurance Championship. His best 24-hour results so far have been as runner-up in his class – at Daytona in 1998 and 1999, and Le Mans in 1999.

Date/Place of birth:
18th November 1975/Burbach (GER)

Residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
married to Daniela

Website:
www.dirk-mueller.com

1989, 1990
began kart racing

1991
3rd place ADAC Pop Kart Championship

1992
2nd place Formula König

1993
2nd place Formula König, four wins;


12th place German Formula Opel

1994
3rd place German Formula Opel, two wins

1995
selected races in the Formula Opel European 


Series,


first Formula 3 race

1996
German Formula 3 Championship, one win

1997
signed on by the Porsche Junior Team,


5th place Porsche Carrera Cup, one win

1998
1st place Porsche Carrera Cup, four wins;


2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT2),


4th place Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche GT1),


2nd place GT Class Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT3R),


1st place GT Class Petit Le Mans (Porsche GT3R)

2000
1st place GT Class ALMS, four wins (Porsche GT3R)

2001
6th place GT Class ALMS, one win (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
4th place ETCC, three wins (BMW 320i) 

Jörg Müller (GER). 

His inherent nonchalance and good cheer can easily disguise Jörg Müller’s fighting mettle. He has won titles in Formula Ford, Formula 3, Formula 3000 and in the American Le Mans Series, as well as making his mark as a Formula One test driver for BMW, Arrows and Sauber. 

In his three starts in the Le Mans 24 Hour Race, he was consistently among the fastest behind the wheels of the BMW, Nissan and Porsche cars. 
He has also competed once in the Daytona and Spa 24 Hours. In Belgium he scored a maiden win for BMW in 1996. Victory in the Nürburgring 24 Hours has eluded him in his three attempts so far. 

Date/Place of birth:
3rd September 1969/Kerkrade (NLD)

Residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
married to Julia

Website:
www.joerg-mueller.org

1984
1st place Season Final ADAC Kart Juniors

1985
1st place Regional Championship ADAC Kart Juniors,


1st place German Karting Team Championship 
ADAC Juniors

1987
1st place ADAC Regional Karting Championship

1988
1st place German Formula Ford Championship

1989
1st place German Formula Opel Lotus Challenge

1990
1st place Formula Ford European Championship,


5th place German Formula 3 Championship

1991
1st place Formula 3 Grand Prix in Monaco

1992
7th place German Formula 3 Championship 

1993
German Formula 3 Championship, four races, 
one win;

1st place Formula 3 Grand Prix in Macau

1994
1st place German Formula 3 Championship

1995
BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup

1996
1st place Formula 3000 European Championship,


BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup,


1st place Spa 24 Hours (BMW 318is)

1997
Formula One test driver for Arrows,


Le Mans 24 Hours (Nissan GT1)

1998
Formula One test driver for Sauber,


2nd place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
BMW works and F1 test driver: one ALMS win;


Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2000
5th place ALMS, two wins (1999 BMW V12 LMR)

2001
1st place GT Class ALMS, four wins (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2th place ETCC, four wins (BMW 320i)

John Nielsen (DNK).

After nine years as a test driver for high-performance road car tyres, 
John Nielsen knows the Nordschleife like the back of his hand. For 50 days of the year he would clock up the laps on the challenging circuit. As yet, 
however, he has not taken part in the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race. In the course of his career, the Dane has collected 99 wins. His greatest dream is to achieve his century on the Nordschleife.

Nielsen has been competing in races for more than 30 years. Despite major successes in Formula racing, it is mainly as a top-flight sports car driver that he became known. He has contested the Le Mans 24 Hours 14 times, 
winning overall victory with Jaguar in 1990. It would be hard to name a sports car maker that has not employed his services or a circuit he isn’t familiar with. Apart from his involvement as a driver, he fields his own Team RN Motorsport in various championships.
Date/Place of birth:
7th February 1956/Varde (DNK)

Residence:
Surrey (GBR)

Marital status:
married to Sam, three daughters, one son

1972


2nd place Danish Karting Championship

1974


2nd place Danish Formula Ford Championship

1975


1st place Danish Formula Ford Championship

1979, 1980, 1981
1st place European Formula Super V Championship

1982


1st place German Formula 3 Championship

1983


2nd place European Formula 3 Championship

1984
5th place European Formula 3 Championship – serious accident in Monaco, won his comeback race in Nogaro,


1st place Formula 3 Grand Prix in Macau

1985


4th place Formula 3000 European Championship

1986


6th place Formula 3000 European Championship,


Le Mans 24 Hours (Sauber-Mercedes)

1987
1st place World Sportscar Championship (Teams), 

Le Mans 24 Hours (Jaguar)

1988
1st place World Sportscar Championship (Teams), 

1st place Daytona 24 Hours, 2nd place IMSA Series, 

Le Mans 24 Hours (Jaguar)

1989


2nd Daytona 24 Hours, 4th place IMSA Series, 

Le Mans 24 Hours (Jaguar)

1990
1st place Le Mans 24 Hours, 
2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Jaguar)

1991
4th place Le Mans 24 Hours, 
selected races in Japan (Jaguar)

1992
1st place Maserati Grand Trophao de Barchetta, 


7th place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche 962)

1993


1st place GT Class Le Mans 24 Hours (Jaguar),


1st place Maserati Grand Trophao de Barchetta,


German ADAC GT Cup (Honda NSX)

1994
BPR Global Endurance Championship 
(Porsche 968 Turbo), German ADAC GT Cup (Honda),


Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche 968 Turbo)

1995
1st place BPR Global Endurance Championship, 

1st place BPR European Endurance Championship, 

1st place Monza 1000 KM, Le Mans 24 Hours (McLaren F1 GTR)

1996
1st place All Japan GT Championship, 

2nd place BPR Global Endurance Championship, 

1st place Monza 1000 KM, 

4th place Le Mans 24 Hours (McLaren F1 GTR)

1997
1st place Challenge Endurance Italia (McLaren F1 GTR), 1st place Monza 1000 KM (Porsche K8), 
FIA GT Championship and Le Mans 24 Hours (McLaren F1 GTR, burnt out in practice)

1998
1st place BRDC Championship Race in Croft (Porsche 

GT1), 5th place Le Mans 24 Hours (Nissan R390)

1999
Sportscar World Cup (Kremer Lola), 
1st place Danish Grand Prix (Nissan Primera), 
1st place Eurocar round at Donington (Team Brask V8)

2000
Sportscar World Cup (Panoz LMP1), 2nd place Danish Touring Car Championship (Nissan Primera), 
1st place Eurocar rounds at Donington and Brands Hatch 
(Team Brask V8), Le Mans 24 Hours (Panoz LMP 900)

2001
2nd place FIA Sportscar Championship, two wins; 

Le Mans 24 Hours (Dome S101)

2002


3rd place Danish Touring Car Championship 

(BMW 320i) 

Boris Said III (USA).

Boris Said can hardly wait to get into his BMW M3 GTR and onto the Nordschleife. “It was the most fun I’ve ever had in a car,” said the seasoned driver after his first outing on the famous track.

Said, who beyond his activities on the race track also offers his motorsport experience to the clothing brand No Fear, began his career in motocross at the age of 12. The 40-year-old American knows the BMW M3 inside out. 
He has claimed 16 victories in the M3 – more than any other professional driver in North American sports car racing. 

His experience of the Nordschleife, naturally, is limited. “My first laps were in 
a hire car when I was here for a race on the GP circuit,” explains the Californian. “Later I drove a real fast car with Hans Stuck as my teacher, and it was amazing. The Nordschleife is probably the most difficult circuit in the world, but that makes the prospect even more exciting.” Said gleaned his first racing experience of this long, winding strip on the first weekend in May when he drove a BMW 320i ETCC in the German Endurance Championship.

Date/Place of birth:
18th September 1962/New York (USA)

Residence:
Carlsbad, California (USA)

1989
1st place SCCA Showroom Stock 
GT National Championship, 

SCCA Corvette Challenge Rookie of the Year

1990 and 1991
1st place SCCA Showroom Stock 
GT National Championship

1992
1st place IMSA Endurance Challenge Sports-Class Championship

1993


8th place German ADAC GT Cup

1994
won SCCA Trans-Am Series Rising Star of the Year Award, Le Mans 24 Hours (GT2 pole), 
Spa 24 Hours (GT2 pole and class win)

1994 to 1996
Trans-Am Series – one win, finished in 
the top five 11 times, in the top ten 23 times

1995


1st place Firestone Firehawk 

1996
1st place GT1 Class Daytona 24 Hours 
(drove for 18 hours, 3rd place GTS Class)

1996 to 2001
Drove BMW M3 (BMW Team PTG) in American championships, won at least one race a year

2002
1st place Trans-Am Drivers’ Championship, 
8 wins in 11 races, nominated to All-American Team by the American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association

Hans-Joachim Stuck (GER).

Hans-Joachim Stuck drove his first car race in 1969 – in a BMW 2002 on 
the Nürburgring. After a race covering 300 kilometres, he finished in third place. It was the start of a career that is hard to match. 

In 1974 he was runner-up in the European Formula 2 Championship with March BMW and made his Formula One debut. In six years he competed in 74 Grands Prix and collected 29 world championship points, on one occasion making it onto the podium with a third-placed finish. Later on in his 
career Stuck won the American IMSA Series and became World Sportscar Champion in 1985. He won the Le Mans 24 Hours twice, the Sebring 
12 Hours three times, the Spa 24 Hours once and the Nürburgring 24 Hours twice – the first time in 1970 in a BMW 2002 ti, the last time to date in 1998 
in a BMW 320d with state-of-the-art diesel technology by BMW. He continued his wins with BMW in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS). So far he has clocked up 50 24 Hour races.

Hans-Joachim Stuck, son of the legendary hillclimb king, is much more to BMW than a consistently fast driver. The 52-year-old also performs a role in representing the company. He is also involved with the Premiere World TV channel as a Formula One expert, besides numerous other tasks. It all makes for a breathless pace of life, but that suits him. He is the spirit of enterprise personified.

Date/Place of birth: 
1st January 1951/Garmisch-Partenkirchen (GER)

Residence:
Ellmau/Tyrol, Austria

Marital status:
married to Sylvia, two sons

Website:
www.hansstuck.com

1969
first touring car races

1970
winner Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW 2002ti)

1972
winner Spa 24 Hours, 


German Racing Champion (Ford)

1973
European Formula 2 Championship (March BMW)

1974
2nd place European Formula 2 Championship 


(March BMW), Formula One debut 

1975
3rd place IMSA GT Series/USA (BMW), five wins

1976
Formula One (March)

1977
11th place Formula One (Brabham), two third places

1978–1979
Formula One (Shadow/ATS) 

1979 
1st place Procar Series (BMW)

1981 u. ’83 
2nd place German Racing Championship (BMW)

1984

2nd place European Touring Car Championship 


(BMW), two wins World Sportscar Championship 

 (Porsche)

1985
1st place World Sportscar Championship, 
2nd place German Championship (Porsche)

1986
2nd place World Sportscar Championship, winner


Le Mans 24 Hours and Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche)

1987
winner Le Mans 24 Hours,


1st place ADAC Supercup (Porsche)

1988
winner at Sebring, 2nd place at Le Mans (Porsche), 


3rd place Trans-Am Series (Audi), four wins

1989
4th place IMSA GTO Series/USA (Audi), seven wins


3rd place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche) 

1990
German Touring Car Champion (DTM) (Audi)

1991
3rd place DTM (Audi); IMSA Supercar Series 


(Porsche)

1992
DTM (Audi), IMSA Supercar Series (Porsche)

1993
IMSA Supercar Champion, eight wins; 


winner Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche)

1994/1995
3rd and 6th place at Le Mans (Porsche); 
8th and 4th place ADAC Touring Car Cup (Audi), 
IMSA (Porsche)

1996
9th place International Touring Car Championship 


(Opel), two wins in Helsinki; 3rd place at Le Mans

1997
17th place FIA GT Championship, Le Mans (Porsche)

1998
Le Mans, Team BMW Motorsport (BMW V12 


Le Mans); development programme BMW V8 


racing engine; winner Nürburgring 24 Hours 

(BMW 320d)

1999 


ALMS (BMW M3 GT, BMW Team PTG), 


winner at Sears Point, USRRC win at Lime Rock

2000 


ALMS (BMW M3 GT, BMW Team PTG), 


wins at Laguna Seca

2001 
8th place GT Class ALMS (BMW M3 GTR, 
BMW Team PTG), wins at Portland and Road Atlanta

2002
Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3), 
retired from fourth place

Marc Duez (BEL) .

Marc Duez is a true allrounder. He has won rallies, claimed victory in 
Formula cars, touring cars and sports cars, in sprints and endurance races. When it comes to 24-hour events, the 46-year-old is a veteran. Since 
1983 he has repeatedly entered the French classic at Le Mans. He has won the Nürburgring 24 Hours three times with BMW, and in 1997 he won 
the Spa 24 Hours in his Belgian homeland for the first time in a BMW 318is. “On the 20th attempt,” he recalls. “It was like a curse being lifted.”

American endurance races such as the Sebring 12 Hours in Florida or the Petit Le Mans race at Road Atlanta are also frequent items on the agenda. Marc Duez is not only fast and reliable on long stretches, he is a true team player, much in demand for rally and endurance events. For more than two decades he has been travelling the globe for motorsport, and it doesn’t 
stop at his front door: his wife Florence also drives in races and rallies.  

Date/Place of birth: 
18th April 1957/Verviers (BEL)

Residence:
Monaco

Marital status:
married to Florence 

1981

Belgian Rally Championship, 2nd place Formula Ford European Championship, 5th place Spa 24 Hours (Mazda)

1982

1st place Belgian Rally Championship, six wins 
(Porsche 911)

1983

Belgian Rally Championship, two wins (Audi quattro)

1984
8th place Spa 24 Hours (Austin Rover Vitesse)

1985
German Rally Championship (Audi quattro)

1986

Belgian and German Rally Championship, one win (Metro 6R4); Group C World Championship, 
three class wins

1987

World Rally Championship (BMW M3), 8th place Spa  24 Hours (BMW 635CSi), Group C World Championship
1988
selected rally races (BMW M3)

1989
1st place Belgian Rally Championship, 
races in the World Rally Championship (BMW M3)

1990
1st place Belgian Rally Championship 
(Ford Sierra Cosworth), 
2nd place Spa 24 Hours (BMW M3)

1991
Toyota test driver for World Rally Championship, 
4th place Corsica Rally (Toyota Celica)

1992
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3), 
2nd place Porsche Cup at Spa (guest driver)

1993
3rd place Belgian Touring Car Championship

(BMW M3), four wins

1994
3rd place Belgian Touring Car Championship, two wins; 3rd place Spa 24 Hours (BMW 318is)

1995
2nd place Belgian Touring Car Championship, 
three wins; 1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours, 


2nd place Spa 24 Hours (BMW 318is)

1996
3rd place Belgian Touring Car Championship, 


2nd place Spa 24 Hours (BMW 318is)

1997
1st place Spa 24 Hours (BMW 318is), FIA GT Championship, one GT2 win (Chrysler Viper); 
1st place USA Supreme GT Series 
(GTS3, BMW M3 GTR) 

1998
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW 320d),


1st place Spa 24 Hours (BMW 320i)

1999
2nd place GT2 Class Le Mans 24 Hours, 1st place GT2 Class Road Atlanta (ALMS, Chrysler Viper), 


Seat Rally test driver

2000
ALMS, one win, Nürburgring (Chrysler Viper)

2001
8th place FIA GT Championship (Ferrari 550 Maranello),


1st place Spa 24 Hours (Chrysler Viper)

2002
races in the FIA GT Championship, 
11th place (Chrysler Viper)

5. Technology behind the 
BMW M3 GTR.

Single-minded endurance athlete with a V8 heart.

The bodywork is part carbon fibre, the racing chassis impresses with its precision, the BMW V8 engine is persuasive in its performance and driveability – the BMW M3 GTR is the most extreme M3 ever to come out of Munich.

The M3 GTR was originally designed by BMW Motorsport to compete 
in the 2001 American Le Mans Series (ALMS), a development project led by 
Albert Biermann, head of sports and touring car technology since 2000. 
The GTR proved a success right from the start – seven out of eight victories were claimed in the GT Coupé, along with six pole positions. BMW works driver Jörg Müller took the drivers’ crown in the GT class, BMW Motorsport won the team championship, and BMW claimed the manufacturers’ title 
in the company’s leading export market. The same two chassis that hurtled towards victory in the 2001 ALMS will be making a comeback at the 
24 Hour Race.

The fundamental difference to the production M3 lies in the driveline. 
The GTR is driven by a 4.0-litre V8 rather than a 3.2-litre straight-six engine. 
To enhance its aerodynamics, the M3 GTR has a front air dam extended forward by seven centimetres compared with the M3, a five-centimetre longer rear end, and a superstructure lowered by around two centimetres.

To comply with the regulations of the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race, 
in particular the stringent noise and emissions standards, comprehensive and partly performance-reducing modifications have had to be carried out on the BMW M3 GTR. Both BMW M3 GTRs will be contesting Class E1 reserved for works teams. 

The engine.

At the heart of the GTR is a V8 engine producing more than 450 bhp in race trim. A short-stroke, high-revving unit, it is entirely in the tradition of M 
engines and, thanks not least to its compact dimensions, is ideally suited to the BMW M3 GTR. A bank angle of 90% and a flat oil pan with dry sump lubrication meant it could be mounted in the M3. Lengthwise, the four-litre V8 takes up a space two cylinders shorter than that of the M3’s straight-six, enabling a new cooling concept. Immediately behind the front apron with its huge air inlet, the water cooler (left) and oil cooler (right) are positioned next 
to each other at an oblique angle. The outlets for air, collected by both cooling devices from below, are visible on the bonnet. 

“This radiator positioning is a very efficient solution not only thermally but aerodynamically as well,” says BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen 
with evident satisfaction. “It allowed us to generate good downforce without significantly increasing air resistance.” The coolers for the gearbox and differential are located at the rear of the car.

When it came to the model P60 engine, the greatest challenge was to provide sufficiently large flow cross-sections for the intake and exhaust side. 
The P60 is aspirated by two mandatory air restrictors which limit the intake cross-section to a diameter of 32 mm per cylinder bank. In the ALMS the diameter of the air restrictors last measured 30.4 mm. The trumpet-shaped intakes necessary for optimal cylinder charging can be seen above the coolers.

Engine output, despite the larger air restrictors, only marginally exceeds that of the GT Coupé in the ALMS on account of additional silencers and the exhaust catalysts decreed by the regulations.

In addition to the successful design of the flow channels, the V8 also features an efficient combustion chamber design. The engine has a rotary valve 
sleeve per cylinder and an engine control system specially developed by 
BMW Motorsport. Theissen: “Overall, like all M engines, this one offers remarkably good efficiency, which makes it well suited to long-distance races.” 

For the 24 Hour Race a traction control system, which was not permitted by the ALMS regulations, has been specially integrated into the engine control unit. 

The block and cylinder head of the V8 unit are made of aluminium and were produced at the BMW foundry in Landshut, where BMW casts its Formula One engines close to the long-established foundry for series engines. 

In the wind.

The aerodynamic concept of the M3 GTR was originally developed using a 
40 per cent scale model in the wind tunnel in addition to computer simulation programs and later optimised with a 1:1 model. While the front end was 
also designed for downforce on the front axle and optimal cooling air supply, the extended rear end is used to enhance the aerodynamic efficiency of the rear wing. For greater high-speed stability, the underbody is largely smooth. Concessions had to be made for the 24 Hour Race on account of the silencer system and the catalytic converters.

For the Nürburgring, BMW is using an Aerodynamic Setting 2 already pre-developed for the ALMS. The generally slower American race tracks demanded a different aerodynamic setting compromise. These measures have also modified the appearance of the BMW M3 GTR as compared 
with its ALMS version.
On bends.

The racing chassis of the BMW M3 GTR features stiff, welded steel hub carriers, a greater track width compared to the production model, an extremely low superstructure and axle kinematics adapted to this. A forgiving yet fast suspension tuning is particularly important on the Nordschleife. The balanced weight distribution of the BMW M3 GTR favours an optimal set-up for the world’s most demanding race track. The rack-and-pinion steering has electro-hydraulic power assistance to take the strain off drivers.

The 18-inch light-alloy racing wheels by BBS have been strengthened compared with the ALMS involvement. In the ALMS the minimum kerb weight was 1,100 kilograms; the Nürburgring prescribes 1,250 kilograms.

While the standard unitary M3 steel body and welded safety cell of highly rigid steel ensure structural stiffness, the M3 GTR, like the basic M3 version, features a so-called thrust plate at the front to further enhance driving accuracy as well as a V brace at the rear which improves rear axle dynamics.

The brake system has been adapted to the extreme demands of the 
24 Hour Race and, in collaboration with ContiTeves, has been fitted with 
a racing ABS system. 

For improved driveline efficiency, the M3 GTR has a so-called step-up differential. Despite a low-positioned differential, it enables minimal working angles of the transmission output shafts and features a combination of 
a viscous and multi-plate lock. 

The safety tank system is located in a protective carbon fibre sump below the boot and has been modified for fuelling with an injection nozzle. Thanks 
to an additional tank, fuel capacity has been increased from 100 to 120 litres. Refuelling times during a pit stop on the Nürburgring are determined by the standard flow rate of the fuel pumps. It means a service stop will take about three times as long as in the ALMS.

Vehicle specifications BMW M3 GTR. 

Length:
4,612 mm

Width:
approx. 1,900 mm maximum acc. to regulations

Height:
approx. 1,320–1,330 mm depending on the circuit

Wheelbase:
2,731 mm 

Track:
1,609 mm front, 1,602 mm rear

Weight:
1,250 kg (minimum weight acc. to regulations)

Tank capacity:
120 litres (maximum capacity acc. to regulations)

Chassis/

Body:
unitary construction steel body with welded safety 
cell of highly rigid precision steel tubing; front and rear aprons, bonnet, doors, front wings, rear wing extensions, rear wing,  

rear cover and roof outer layer made of carbon-reinforced plastic; rear diffuser; partially smooth underbody made of aluminium sandwich sheeting, safety fuel tank below the luggage compartment made of carbon fibre-reinforced plastic sandwich, pneumatic four-stamp rapid jack system

Transmission:
pulled triple-disc carbon-fibre clutch; straight-cogged six-speed manual gearbox with oil/air cooling at rear; step-up differential with viscous lock and mechanical spreader and multi-plate differential; steel drive shafts with tripod links

Front axle:
single-pivot strut axle with friction-reduced strut bearings; four-position adjustable shock absorbers; welded hub carriers in steel design; anti-roll bar with adjustment rods 

Rear axle:
central link-arm axle with welded longitudinal link in steel and double wishbone; four-position adjustable shock absorbers; anti-roll bar with adjustment rods

Brakes:
front axle:

six-piston monoblock aluminium callipers; inner-vented grey cast-iron brake discs with 380 mm diameter  


rear axle:


four-piston monoblock aluminium callipers;

inner-vented grey cast-iron disc brakes with 
313 mm diameter;


racing ABS system, ContiTeves 

Steering:
rack-and-pinion steering with electro-hydraulic power assistance 

Wheels:
forged aluminium rims from BBS with integral drive pegs, diameter 18 inches, width 11 inches

Tyres:
Michelin racing tyres size 27/65-18 (front) and 
27/68-18 (rear)

Engine specifications BMW V8.
Type:

8-cylinder naturally aspirated V engine with 90-degree bank angle

Displacement:
3,997 cc

Bore x stroke:
94 x 72 mm

Compression ratio:
13:1

Max output:
more than 450 bhp at approx. 7,500 rpm

Max torque:
approx. 470 Nm at approx. 5,500 rpm

Max engine speed:
approx. 8,500 rpm

Cylinder block:
aluminium construction with nikasil-coated and exposure-honed liners 

Pistons:
forged box pistons

Connecting rods:
highly rigid steel

Cylinder head:
rigid aluminium construction with spherical valve arrangement, four valves per cylinder 

Valve operation:
four overhead camshafts, chain drive, mechanical bucket tappets 

Intake system:
rotary sleeve valves, air collector made of carbon fibre-reinforced plastic with load change-optimised swing tubes, two air restrictors with a diameter of 32 mm each 

Exhaust system:
high-performance header with additional silencer, 
two catalysts and side outlet 

Fuel system:
single-cylinder injection with one injection valve per cylinder, injection pressure approx. 5 bar 

Lubrication system:
dry sump with oil tank in luggage compartment 

Cooling:
water/air and oil/air cooler 

Flywheel:
steel

Fuel:
uniform fuel, premium unleaded

Electrical system/Electronics.

Engine:

BMW ECU 12A-V8 with three high-performance microprocessors, external ignition drivers close to spark plugs, eight individual ignition coils, grid switchover function controllable by driver, individual cylinder injection and ignition, engine logbook, integral traction control 

Vehicle: 
four xenon headlamps with special light module and two corner lights; multifunction steering wheel with six special functions; carbon fibre-reinforced racing 
display with programmable multifunctional LCD display and integral switch lamps; special racing safety wiring harness; 42-channel data recording system, telemetry system for car-to-pits data transmission 

6. Schedule, stats, regulation extracts.

Thursday, 29th May 2003.

From 14:00 hrs fans are welcomed to the Adenau Racing Day in Adenau.

Friday, 30th May 2003. 

10:00 – 12:00 hrs
1st timed practice 24 Hour Race

19:00 – 23:00 hrs
2nd timed practice 24 Hour Race

13:10 – 14:30 hrs
Grid line up 24 Hour Race

Saturday, 31st May 2003.
15:00 hrs

Start 24 Hour Race

Sunday, 1st June 2003.

15:00 hrs

Finish 24 Hour Race

Title of event:

31st ADAC 24 Hour Race Nürburgring

Circuit: 

Nürburgring Grand Prix circuit in combination with the Nürburgring Nordschleife.

Total distance: 25.947 kilometres

Turns: 86

Extracts from the Sporting Regulations.

For one car, a maximum of four and a minimum of two drivers must be nominated. Multiple entries by a driver are permissible but restricted to a maximum of two vehicles. Driver changes after the race has started are 
not permitted. When changing to another car, a minimum interval of two hours must be observed. 

Each driver may drive for a maximum of two hours and 30 minutes 
(including refuelling and pit stops) before a driver changeover. If this driving time is exceeded, the team will forfeit one lap for every excess five minutes begun. 

The starting field is limited to 210 cars.

There will be three groups of starters with a maximum of 70 cars. 
Pole position is on the left in each case. 
Drivers who have come off the track must continue the race from this precise position unless there is no shortcut involved. 

Repairs during practice or during the race may only be carried out off track, 
by the driver in question and using only the tools and spare parts carried in the car. Assistants may only be involved in the pit lane and the paddock. 
Engaging or accepting outside assistance will not lead to disqualification if it is urgently required for safety reasons and the driver could have continued the race without this assistance. 

Refuelling is permitted exclusively at the petrol pumps in the pit area. 
There is no limit to the number of team members assisting during a pit stop.

After a driving time of 24 hours has elapsed, the first car to cross the start/finish line will be flagged. Cars which have not crossed the finishing line on their own strength and on the circuit within 20 minutes of flagging will 
not be scored.

7. BMW Driver Training at the Nürburgring.

The Nürburgring and the Nordschleife: 

firm constituents of BMW Driver Training.

The aim is the perfection of individual driving techniques. BMW Driver Training offers its participants the best prerequisites on famous race tracks to 
achieve this goal. The Nürburgring has for many years served as a venue for various BMW Driver Training courses. Whether in a BMW M3 or 330i, 
race-experienced BMW instructors teach their students the high art of vehicle control. And they do it where it is most fun: on the Grand Prix circuit 
and in special Nordschleife training courses. The latter, above all, offers an exceptional opportunity for all those keen to discover the world’s most challenging race track. In the tangle of curves through the “green hell”, and under the expert guidance afforded by BMW Driver Training, you can 
probe your limits and work on improving your driving technique at the Foxhole, the Carousel or on the High Eight. Besides the courses on the Nordschleife, basic, advanced and perfection training courses are held on the Grand Prix course all-year round. Also on offer are the “Race Track Fascination” 
and “Race Track Experience” programmes.

Car control at any speed.

The human being is and will remain the focus of all action on the road. 
It is up to the driver to maintain responsibility and control over the vehicle at 
all times, despite more and more safety systems providing active support. 
This principle applies to all levels of speed, whether in built-up areas, on country roads or on the motorway. BMW has been systematically acting 
on this insight for 26 years now. In 1977, BMW was the first car manufacturer to live up to its special responsibility by offering driver training for everyone. Since then, the BMW Driver Training scheme has been training car drivers to recognize hazardous situations on the road in time, to avoid them or, 
if the worst comes to the worst, to master them through targeted manoeuvres.

Graded training ensures individual tuition at all levels.

The key prerequisite for the individual training of participants is to offer a broad range of courses. That allows beginners as well as more proficient drivers 
with various degrees of experience to benefit from the scheme. The essence of the BMW Driver Training philosophy is a graded training programme in which driving technique is perfected step by step. The programme comprises six progressive training levels: 

Compact Training for novices and less experienced drivers prepares participants for typical situations and hazards in city traffic. 

Advanced Training builds up on this and introduces participants to critical situations, for example coping in extreme situations with under- and oversteer. 

Intensive and Perfection Training courses on enclosed race tracks aim at perfect car control in critical situations at cross-country and motorway speeds. 

Building on these are the programmes “Race Track Fascination” and “Race Track Experience” which offer drivers with sportier ambitions expert tuition in dynamic driving.

Not just sporty, but safe: tracking down the ideal line.

Theoretical and practical experience of motor racing provides valuable insights for the BMW Driver Training programme. The first chief instructor to join the BMW Driver Training scheme in 1977 appropriately hailed from the motorsport realm. Rauno Aaltonen, known in the international rally scene as the 
“Flying Finn”, brought his great wealth of experience gleaned from countless rally outings into the training scheme. For even racing drivers can only 
remain on the right track if they are able to keep their car in a reliable driving condition. But whereas in motor racing it boils down to split seconds, 
in traffic on public roads it is safety that is the paramount consideration. 
Yet the laws of physics are the same for everybody – whether 
chasing after best lap times or taking targeted braking and evasive action.

Experiences at the limit: equipped for emergencies.   

The objective is clear: if possible, dangerous situations on the road should not arise in the first place. In order to avoid them, potential hazards must be recognized in good time. But if it is too late for that, there’s only one option – to defuse the situation through a calculated manoeuvre. BMW’s Driver Training courses teach participants the theory and practice of such manoeuvres. 
Here the direct experience of extreme driving situations plays a crucial role. How do you react if the car suddenly suffers from oversteer or understeer? What happens if your car switches from adhesive to sliding friction, in 
other words loses its grip? How do you get your car back into a stable and controllable driving situation?

The answer to these questions can be found in the various exercise units. Participants are taught about driving on the limit under the guidance 
of experienced instructors. Only that way can you respond correctly in an emergency and contribute to greater safety on the roads. 

The current BMW Driver Training courses on offer at the Nürburgring and other circuits can be viewed on the internet at www.bmw.de/fahrertraining or at +49 (0)89 32903-969.
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