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2004 Season Review.

Triumphs in touring car sport, difficult Formula One season, 

Formula BMW goes international.  

Munich. Whereas for the first time in its five-year involvement the 
BMW WilliamsF1 Team failed to meet its targets in the FIA Formula One World Championship of 2004, there were major victories to celebrate in touring 
car racing: BMW won the Manufacturers’ and Drives’ title in the FIA European Touring Car Championship, took overall victory in the 24 Hour Race at 
the Nürburgring and a class victory at the 24 Hours of Spa. Formula BMW, meanwhile, spread beyond its successful series in Germany and Asia to establish itself in the USA and Britain as well in 2004.

The BMW WilliamsF1 Team had entered the 2004 season with great expectations. The FW26 with its striking nose cone had acquitted itself superbly during winter testing, but in the first races it soon became clear that the competition had made a greater leap forward in terms of development. Although the BMW P84 engine once again made its mark as a leading power unit in terms of performance and reliability, the gap on the chassis front 
could no longer be closed despite intensive work and design modifications. The situation worsened when Ralf Schumacher had to miss out on six 
Grand Prix races after a serious accident in Indianapolis. During this time, test drivers Marc Gené and Antonio Pizzonia drove the second FW26 alongside Juan Pablo Montoya. One pole position (Schumacher in Canada) and three podium places (Montoya two, Schumacher one) remained for a long time the best results posted during the season. It wasn’t until the final in Brazil that Montoya claimed his first win of the season to end it on a more cheering note. Even so, after the team had exceeded its targets for four consecutive years and been in contention for the title up until the final in 2003, fourth place in the Constructors’ Championship in 2004 was the worst result since the partnership began in 2000.

By contrast, it was success all the way in touring car racing. BMW swept the board with the 320i in the FIA European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) and took the BMW M3 GTR to overall victory in the 24 Hour Race at the Nürburgring as well as a class win in the 24 Hours of Spa. In the Manufacturers’ standings of the European Touring Car Championship, BMW had carved out an unassailable lead with three races to go before the end of the season. In the final events in Dubai, Andy Priaulx (GBR, BMW Team Great Britain) managed to secure the Drivers’ title. 

Interview with BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen.

How would you sum up the season for BMW Motorsport? 

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen: Very mixed. Naturally we are unhappy with the results of the BMW WilliamsF1 Team in Formula One. Fourth place in the Constructors’ World Championship clearly does not fulfil our target. After consistently exceeding our targets for four years, this time 
we fell short. That said, we were still able to celebrate a consolation win in 
São Paulo. On the touring car front, BMW enjoyed some brilliant successes in claiming the Manufacturers’ and Drivers’ title and with its wins in the 
24 Hour Races on the Nürburgring and at Spa. The continuing globalisation of Formula BMW has progressed very positively. After the series in Germany 
and Asia, the new championships in Britain and the USA have made their mark.

Why did the BMW WilliamsF1 Team fail to meet its expectations 
for the season?

Theissen: After the very promising test drives at the beginning of the year, we basically realised during the first Grand Prix in Australia that the competition had made a greater leap forward in development than we had. WilliamsF1 had risked a great deal with their new concept and the striking nose cone. 
In retrospect it’s easy to say we should have gone down a different route, but we didn’t want to be on a par with the competition – we wanted to overtake them. And that demands a certain risk. That’s why we supported WilliamsF1 in that. Unfortunately, on the race track the disadvantages of this vehicle concept proved to outweigh the advantages that had been shown in the simulation tests. The front aerodynamic geometries provided some benefits, but also hampered the progression of the car in some areas, and ultimately new aero  developments were put in place that allowed greater performance to be achieved on the track. 

How did the BMW WilliamsF1 Team respond to these insights? 

Theissen: WilliamsF1 reacted with a remarkable tour de force. The team was restructured and the chassis division brought along modifications to 
virtually every Grand Prix. In France, and by the Hungarian GP at the latest, that became evident in the new sidepods and the slimmed-down nose. Though we are by no means satisfied by the results, I am happy with the way the team tackled this difficult situation and did its utmost as the season went on. Winning the final race of the season gives the team an important boost for development work in the winter.

Were there any other factors that had a negative effect?

Theissen: Yes, in other ways too it wasn’t an easy season. Ralf’s accident in Indianapolis and his 14-week recuperation period really hit the team hard. Then there were also disqualifications to come to terms with. In general we were in an unusual situation with respect to our drivers as they both left the team at the end of the season. Even though the drivers and the team handled it relatively well, this constellation of factors certainly didn’t do our results any favours.

In previous years, the BMW engine was the measure of all 
things in Formula One. Did that also apply to the BMW P84 in the 2004 season? 

Theissen: The BMW engine was the most powerful unit in the field in 2004 
as well. This is shown by the records set up in Monza – at 369.9 km/h, Pizzonia posted the highest top speed in F1 history, while in prequalifying Montoya drove the highest average speed ever attained in Formula One. Monza is the Formula One course with the greatest full-throttle load at around 70 percent: in other words, it’s a real engine circuit. But far more compelling evidence that the BMW engine was the benchmark for 2004 again is the fact that we were able to drive at maximum engine speed in the race as well, 
and in seventh, i.e. the highest gear and the one most in use. You practically rip through the lower gears. With the lifting of the rpm limit for the entire race distance, which was virtually doubled by the regulations for 2004, the BMW P84 clearly stood out in Formula One. And the BMW engine remained reliable as well. There was just one retirement due to engine failure. 


What consequences will be drawn from the 2004 season? 

Theissen: We have had to draw many lessons from our experience this year. Naturally, aerodynamics are a cornerstone of performance, and much energy will be committed to this, not least with the second, state-of-the-art wind tunnel going on stream. That investment has to bear fruit in 2005. In other technical areas, the ongoing optimised pooling of resources from Munich 
and Grove must deliver fresh results. In 2005 we want to close the gap to the leaders again. The end of the 2004 season has show that we’re on the right track.

How are chassis and engine preparations going for 2005?

Theissen: The new chassis, the FW27, will be introduced at the end of January. As for the engine for the 2005 season, we have basically had to develop two concepts. The first was virtually completed and was already running in the car on test drives when it was announced that engines would have to last for two Grand Prix weekends in 2005. As a result, we had to change tack.

What do you think of the regulation changes for the engines? 

Theissen: Basically by extending the lifespan you can save money, of course, as you don’t need as many engines. But that should have been decided a lot earlier, otherwise that advantage will be more than wiped out by developments which prove pointless in retrospect, as has now happened. The proposed introduction of 2.4-litre V8 engines in the future would again involve a costly development effort that would in no way be compensated for by saving two cylinders per engine. There should be a completely new concept, not just for the engine but for the car as a whole. So much for costs. Against the background of the safety argument, one has to take other aspects into consideration as well – the fact that lap times have gone down again in 2004 compared with 2003, even though the engines have been restricted through 
a doubling of the distance, clearly proves that the engines are not responsible for it. If you want to make F1 safer, you have to go back to the causes of accidents. These were tyre damage and debris on the track. That view can be backed by numerous facts and we continue to endorse that position.

What is the significance for BMW of winning the FIA European Touring Car Championship (ETCC)?

Theissen: These international titles mean a great deal to BMW. The national BMW teams have fought hard throughout the season in 20 races held in eight countries and jointly ensured that the Manufacturers’ title was sewn up by BMW with three races to go. We had gone in with high aims for the season and we have met them. We wanted to defend the Manufacturers’ Championship with the BMW 320i and also win the Drivers’ title. Beyond that, Tom Coronel once again took the Independents Trophy for privateers in the FIA ETCC. It couldn’t have been better.

The European Touring Car Championship will become a World Championship in 2005. Is that something BMW looks forward to?

Theissen: BMW has a longstanding and, above all, very successful tradition in international touring car racing. It has 20 European Championship titles alone to its name, as well as having won the only FIA Touring Car World Championship carried out to date. That was in 1987, when the title went to Roberto Ravaglia, who today runs one of the national teams in the FIA ETCC. It’s tremendous that the World Championship is being revived again for touring car racing. We aim to deliver a good performance on that stage as well. 
Other manufacturers and well-known drivers, moreover, will ensure a growing interest in the event.

How will BMW handle its involvement in the new World Championship?

Theissen: In principle, exactly as we have done in the European Championship. For BMW Motorsport, it is a very crucial advantage in being able to compete worldwide with one car that we are developing in Munich and will then sell to customer teams around the world as a sports kit. BMW Motorsport will 
provide the necessary backing, as before. No official BMW works involvement is planned because that would go against the spirit of the Super 2000 regulations, which are aimed at affordable touring car racing. The regulations allow for manageable technology and calculable budgets for involvements in interesting markets.

How do you view the international development of Formula BMW? 

Theissen: The Formula BMW UK Championship had a flying start. 
Formula racing has a long tradition in Great Britain and most of the teams had had a great deal of experience. Although it’s not the same story in 
North America, Formula BMW USA managed to establish itself immediately as the most important entry-level series in Open Wheel Racing there. It won the hearts and minds of a lot of fans this season. 
How do you explain the worldwide success of Formula BMW?
Firstly, we set standards when it comes to safety. Our vehicles meet all
safety criteria for the significantly more powerful and faster Formula 3
racing cars. Secondly, Formula BMW offers its drivers more than simply a
car. Our education and coaching programme teaches the next generation 
ofdrivers everything they need to know to make their way in the world of
motor sport. That concept has taken Formula BMW right to the top: 
Formula BMW has leapt from a standing start to the top entry-level series 
for global Formula racing. 
Formula One.

Australian GP.

Following highly promising winter testing with the striking-looking FW26, 
an unusually cool Melbourne proved a sobering experience, not just for the 
BMW WilliamsF1 Team. Ferrari was in a league of its own – starting on the front row of the grid and taking a one-two victory. During final qualifying, neither Montoya (third on the grid) nor Ralf Schumacher (eighth) managed to complete an error-free lap. After the start Montoya was left in the wake 
of the two disappearing Ferraris and, in an attempt to defend his third place against Alonso, went off track to lose four places. His team-mate Schumacher, by contrast, made headway and was in sixth place by the end of the first 
lap. Thanks to a smart strategy and passing manoeuvres, the two drivers made good progress and finished fourth (Schumacher) and fifth (Montoya). 
Both were unhappy with their car’s handling, reporting understeer and tyre graining, and with a gap to the winning team of around a second a lap. 
But the good news was that the BMW P84 had passed its baptism of fire under the new regulations (double the race distance) without a murmur.

Malaysian GP.

BMW left the first hot race of the season in Sepang with mixed feelings: Montoya managed to keep up with the speed of the World Champion to within striking distance, and even took the lead on some laps of the race, eventually finishing second. But Ralf Schumacher had to retire from fourth place with a blown engine at the halfway mark. It was the first engine fault since the final of the 2002 season and was traced to a faulty component. In qualifying Montoya had come fourth, Schumacher seventh. Despite the German’s retirement, 
the BMW WilliamsF1 Team managed to defend their second place in the Constructors’ Championship and, in the light of the improved performance compared to the season’s opening race, felt buoyed up for the Grand Prix races ahead.

Bahrain GP.

Close in qualifying, unlucky in the race: that was the conclusion of the 
BMW WilliamsF1 Team after Formula One made its debut in the desert state of Bahrain. In prequalifying, Schumacher and Montoya were mixing it up 
at the front and in the second timed lap the two drivers secured the second row of the grid. This time the Colombian was in front of the German. 
The team upheld its strategy of securing the best starting positions for final qualifying with a low fuel load and commensurately light cars. Montoya 

managed to hold onto third place in the race as well. After his third and final pit stop, a podium place seemed certain, but then his gearbox gave up with ten laps to go. Struggling in fourth gear, he dropped back helplessly into 13th place. Schumacher had collided with Sato early on in the race and had to put in an extra pit stop. From the back of the field he nevertheless managed 
to fight his way through to seventh place to collect two championship points. After the first three flyaway Grands Prix, the BMW WilliamsF1 Team was 
now joint third with the Lucky Strike BAR Honda Team.  

San Marino GP.

The BMW WilliamsF1 Team arrived for the European opener with the 
next development stage of the BMW P84 engine. The FW26 revealed its first aerodynamic modifications – the start of an ongoing development of the chassis. During qualifying at Imola, Montoya and Schumacher came third and fifth. After some fierce jockeying for positions in a turbulent first lap of the race – Ralf Schumacher attacked Montoya, Montoya attacked Michael Schumacher – the sequence remained unchanged for the time being. On lap 51 out of 62, Schumacher spun after colliding with Alonso and ultimately finished seventh. Montoya successfully defended his third place to take the second trophy 
of the 2004 season, but this could not stop the team from slipping into fourth place in the Constructors’ Championship.

Spanish GP. 

For the first time in the season, a BMW WilliamsF1 Team driver was lined up on the front row of the grid: Montoya had qualified for second place. Schumacher was starting from sixth position. After disappointing starts, the two drivers ended the first lap in fourth and ninth places respectively. 
Both were unhappy with their set-up. Though the Circuit de Catalunya is the most frequently visited test track for the team, it never fails to come up with surprises. Above all, it is the wind on the elevated track outside Barcelona that prevents consistent track conditions. All three pit stops went smoothly for 
both drivers, but they both had to contend with mounting difficulties with the brakes and for the latter stages of the race were in sixth (Montoya) and seventh position (Schumacher). At the end of lap 46, the Colombian had to retire with overheated brakes. His team-mate was elevated into sixth place to glean three World Championship points.

Monaco GP.

For Ralf Schumacher in particular, the most famous of all Grands Prix 
turned into an emotional roller-coaster ride in 2004. Although he was second in qualifying, he had to start from twelfth place as a result of an engine replacement during practice. In the race he worked his way forward, but the catching-up exercise remained unrewarded. Soon after the start he lost fifth 

gear and later one gear after another packed up. He limped out of the race on lap 69. Montoya made a mistake during qualifying, but after his team-mate’s relegation he moved up a place into ninth on the grid. After the first safety car phase, brought on by a hair-raising collision (Sato had stopped with a blown engine, Coulthard managed to brake in time but it was too late for Fisichella to react), Montoya launched a spectacular move to successfully pass Barrichello and slip into sixth place. After his first pit stop Montoya dropped back to tenth place but worked his way forward again. Lap 42 brought another safety car phase. In the tunnel, Alonso had hit the crash barriers while lapping 
Ralf Schumacher. Michael Schumacher was immediately behind the safety car with Montoya in his rear-view mirror. During the usual procedure of warming 
up the brakes and accelerating alternately, the two of them collided. It was the end of the race for the World Champion, while Montoya crossed the finish line in fourth place.

European GP.

Something happened in the Eifel that should never happen: the two 
team-mates collided with each other on the first turn. Montoya braked too late behind Barrichello and hit Ralf Schumacher, who for his part took da 
Matta’s Toyota with him. Schumacher had to abandon the race while Montoya returned to the pits for repair work, returning to the track in 18th place with 
a 35-second gap to make up. In the end he managed to scythe his way up to eighth place to pick up a championship point. Though Mario Theissen acknowledged that the first turn on the Nürburgring was notorious for accidents after the start, the missed opportunities were painful. The drivers’ performance in qualifying – Montoya came eighth, Schumacher ninth – had been disappointing. To respond to the challenges ahead. Frank Williams announced there would be innovations and there was also a shift in personnel, with Sam Michael taking on Patrick Head’s role as Technical Director, and Patrick taking up a new position as Director of Engineering to enhance Williams’ ability to respond to longer lead time developments. 

Canadian GP.

On the Saturday, Ralf Schumacher took the first pole position of the year for the team while Montoya secured a place on the second row by coming fourth in qualifying. It was a good performance. There was even more reason to celebrate on Sunday when Schumacher crossed the line in second place and Montoya managed a creditable fifth-placed finish. There were no significant gaps, the team was clearly more competitive and duly relieved by the results. But the good mood lasted no more than four hours: that was when the 
FIA disqualified both drivers in the BMW WilliamsF1 Team. Sam Michael 

commented: “The front brake ducts were not in accordance with the regulations. It was not intentional and there was no performance gain. It was 
a mistake. Our checks didn’t work properly.” After this unproductive 
round the team thought things couldn’t possibly get worse. They were wrong.

USA GP.

For a team there can hardly be anything more distressing than seeing one of its drivers sitting motionless in a crashed car. Minutes seem like hours. 
A burst tyre had catapulted Ralf Schumacher into the wall on lap ten of the race at Indianapolis. An investigation indicated that carbon debris from previous accidents had slit open the tyre. Schumacher’s accident on the famous Oval occurred at 330 km/h, causing the rear of the FW26 to slam into an unpadded part of the concrete wall. But the all-clear soon came from the Medical Centre and the hospital: he had sustained no more than bruising and concussion. Some days later, back in Germany, he was also found to have some vertebral fractures. Schumacher had to miss six GPs. During qualifying for the US Grand Prix, Montoya and Schumacher had secured a solid fifth 
and sixth place on the grid. However, before the formation lap there were problems starting Montoya’s car. He swapped to the T-car – seconds too late. In the race he had fought his way from the back of the field to third place 
after 57 laps. A good 90 minutes had passed since he had switched to the spare car and the stewards disqualified him for the infringement.

French GP.

It was the high season. Formula One was staging six races in eight weeks. 
The French and British GPs were the third twin pack. Although there was no opportunity for testing, the FW26 turned up at Magny-Cours with a much leaner silhouette thanks to a new aero package. But the Friday already proved a challenge. Aquaplaning took Montoya off the track and his car sustained lasting damage. A mistake during qualifying meant he only made sixth place in the last sector. Test driver Marc Gené, who was deputising for Schumacher, qualified in eighth place. Gené had a bad start to the race and sacrificed three places on the tumultuous first lap. He eventually crossed the line in tenth place. Montoya, who complained of neck pain after his accident, initially held onto sixth place but dropped back to ninth on lap 18 after a spin. He eventually finished eighth to salvage a point.

British GP.

At Silverstone, finally, the BMW WilliamsF1 Team once again experienced a race weekend without any unpleasant incidents, and for the spectators Formula One delivered excitement all the way to the finish. Despite the short interval since the French GP, the FW26 displayed further modifications. Saturday’s prequalifying presented a bizarre scenario. As the weather forecasts had led everyone to expect rain during final qualifying, all the drivers 

wanted to get out on the track as early as possible. They dawdled along in prequalifying, trying do outdo each other in slowness. But the gamble didn’t pay off for anyone as the rain held off until the evening. Montoya and Gené qualified for eighth and 13th positions but were able to advance to seventh 
and eleventh due to rival drivers being relegated. After mediocre starts, Montoya and Gené held these positions in the race. Thanks also to a quick response to a safety car phase (after a serious accident involving Trulli) and strategically sound decisions, Montoya ended the GP in fifth place to collect four points. Gené was unhappy with his twelfth-placed finish.
German GP.

Three days of test driving to try out the new aero package paid dividends: Montoya qualified in second place. Test driver Antonio Pizzonia replaced Gené as Schumacher’s substitute. The Brazilian was contesting his first GP 
after a year’s absence and his first ever for the BMW WilliamsF1 Team. In prequalifying he was virtually on a par with Montoya’s best time, but made some mistakes on his second timed lap and was dismayed at gaining only tenth place on the grid. After the first start was interrupted, Montoya made a pig’s ear of the second, dropping back into seventh place, while Pizzonia 
was in eighth place at the end of the first lap. Hockenheim demonstrated the positive impact a successfully designed circuit can have: countless passing manoeuvres were a pleasure to watch. And thus Montoya made his way into fifth place while Pizzonia finished in seventh, endowing the team with six points. 

Hungarian GP.

After two race-free weekends and the continuing ban on testing, feverish work had been carried out at the factories. The FW26 rolled up for the Budapest GP with a new front end. Its “trunk” nose had given way to a new slimmed-down, traditional version. After trouble-free practice sessions the drivers were prepared to compromise in deference to a good race set-up and settled for sixth and seventh places in qualifying. This time Pizzonia was faster than Montoya, but it earned him a serious disadvantage: starting from the dirty side of the track, he made a bad getaway and lost five places. Montoya, starting from the clean side, instantly moved up into fourth place and ended the race in the same position. Pizzonia worked his way forward to seventh place. Seven more points meant the team held onto their fourth place in the Constructors’ Championship. Michael Schumacher took his twelfth victory of the season in Hungary, securing the Constructors’ Championship for Ferrari once again.

Belgian GP.

On Formula One’s return to the spectacular Spa circuit, the BMW WilliamsF1 Team aimed to continue its upward trend. But they were unlucky in the race and came away empty-handed. In unsettled weather conditions, Montoya and Pizzonia only managed eleventh and 14th places in qualifying. The Grand Prix turned into a nailbiting race and tyre damage subsequently became the hot topic. Montoya and Pizzonia improved their positions on the first lap to sixth and eighth. At the restart following a safety car phase, Montoya edged his way past Schumacher to move into fifth place. A subsequent attack on Trulli resulted in a spin, during which Pizzonia slipped past Montoya. After another yellow flag phase following an accident caused by tyre damage, Pizzonia was in third place. On lap 32, however, he had to retire with a faulty gearbox. Montoya moved into third position but became the next victim of tyre damage on lap 37. A second-placed finish for Michael Schumacher was sufficient 
to tie up his seventh World Championship title.
Italian GP.

In time for the GP on the Formula One track with the highest full-throttle percentage (70%), the final evolution of the BMW P84 engine was fired up and promptly demonstrated its prowess by setting two world records: 
Pizzonia clocked 369.9 km/h on Sunday to claim the highest speed ever recorded in F1. In prequalifying, Montoya had posted the highest average speed ever at 262.242 km/h. The Colombian qualified for second place on the grid while Pizzonia was in eighth. On a drying track, both drivers appropriately started out with dry tyres. Montoya dropped into third place behind Barrichello and Alonso. On the final laps he was still in third place, but then fell back to 
fifth with gearbox problems. After an accident during a turbulent start, Pizzonia ended the first lap as the back marker but managed to push back into seventh place. The team collected six points at Monza.

Chinese GP.

Formula One was entering new territory – on a vast new circuit outside the gates of boomtown Shanghai, in a new marketplace, and before sold-out terraces packed with an enthusiastic crowd. Ralf Schumacher was back on the grid again after a 14-week break since his accident in the US Grand Prix and was impressed by the progress the FW26 had made in the interim. Best times in free practice were followed by a meagre qualifying result: the German was 
in fifth place while Montoya drove the eleventh-best time, but started from tenth after a rival was moved back on the grid. Schumacher got off to a bad start and lost two positions. After his second and final pit stop he was back on course for fifth place. A collision with Coulthard on lap 37, which was not 

pursued further by the stewards, resulted in tyre damage. As Schumacher was approaching the pit box it was just being prepared for Montoya’s second scheduled stop. For Schumacher the waiting time was too long and he abandoned the race. Montoya similarly lost positions on the first lap, initially falling back to 13th place. He then drove a clean race, benefited 
from a good strategy and crossed the line in fifth to secure four points.

Japanese GP.

In the land of the rising sun, Formula One was initially dominated by an approaching typhoon. There had been little driving on Friday due to heavy rain, and on Saturday the track remained closed. It was a precaution which subsequently proved unnecessary as the cyclone had changed direction. 
On Saturday evening the teams set up everything they had safely packed 
away the previous day. Qualifying took place on Sunday morning without the usual preceding set-up work. Montoya had been out on a wet track for prequalifying with excessive tyre pressure and returned with a bad position for final qualifying, in which he came 13th. Ralf Schumacher put in a commanding performance to occupy second place on the grid and took that position all the way to the finish line in a faultless race. He earned the team its third podium place of the season. Montoya made his way into seventh place. The ten points gained added up to the season’s best result, firming up the team’s championship position.

Brazilian GP.

It was a happy ending to a difficult season: in the final race at São Paulo, Montoya took his leave with a well-earned victory for the BMW WilliamsF1 Team. After hitch-free practice sessions, he had qualified in second place and in difficult weather conditions – rain at the outset and drizzle later on – 
and capitalised on an excellent team strategy to claim the fourth F1 win of his career. This first win of the season was the tenth for the partnership. 
Ralf Schumacher had planned a two-stop strategy and had therefore taken on more weight in qualifying (seventh on the grid). But due to the early switch from intermediates to dry tyres, that tactic didn’t pay off and the German came fifth in the race. For him it was likewise the last Grand Prix driving for the 
BMW WilliamsF1 Team, which ended up fourth in the Constructors’ World Championship.


	Drivers
	AUS
	MAL
	BHR
	SMR
	ESP
	MCO
	EUR
	CDN
	USA
	FRA
	GBR
	GER
	HUN
	BEL
	ITA
	CHN
	JPN
	BRA
	Total

	
1.
Michael Schumacher (GER)
	10
	10
	10
	10
	10
	-
	10
	10
	10
	10
	10
	10
	10
	8
	8
	-
	10
	2
	148

	
2.
Rubens Barrichello (BRA)
	8
	5
	8
	3
	8
	6
	8
	8
	8
	6
	6
	-
	8
	6
	10
	10
	-
	6
	114

	
3.
Jenson Button (GBR)
	3
	6
	6
	8
	1
	8
	6
	6
	-
	4
	5
	8
	4
	-
	6
	8
	6
	-
	85

	
4.
Fernando Alonso (ESP)
	6
	2
	3
	5
	5
	-
	4
	-
	-
	8
	-
	6
	6
	-
	-
	5
	4
	5
	59

	
5.
Juan Pablo Montoya (COL)
	4
	8
	-
	6
	-
	5
	1
	-
	-
	1
	4
	4
	5
	-
	4
	4
	2
	10
	58

	
6.
Jarno Trulli (ITA)
	2
	4
	5
	4
	6
	10
	5
	-
	5
	5
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	46

	
7.
Kimi Raikkonen (FIN)  
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	4
	3
	2
	8
	-
	-
	10
	-
	6
	3
	8
	45

	
8.
Takuma Sato (JPN)
	-
	-
	4
	-
	4
	-
	-
	-
	6
	-
	-
	1
	3
	-
	5
	3
	5
	3
	34

	
9.
Ralf Schumacher (GER)
	5
	-
	2
	2
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	8
	4
	24

	10.
David Coulthard (GBR)
	1
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3
	2
	3
	2
	5
	-
	2
	3
	-
	-
	-
	24

	11.
Giancarlo Fisichella (ITA)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	3
	5
	-
	-
	3
	-
	1
	4
	1
	2
	1
	-
	22

	12.
Felipe Massa (BRA)
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	5
	-
	1
	-
	1
	12

	13.
Mark Webber  (AUS)
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	1
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	7

	14.
Olivier Panis (FRA)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	6

	15.
Antonio Pizzonia (BRA)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	2
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	6

	16.
Christian Klien (AUT)    
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3

	17.
Cristiano da Matta (BRA)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3

	18.
Nick Heidfeld (GER)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3

	19.
Timo Glock (GER)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2

	20.
Zsolt Baumgartner (HUN)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1

	
Ricardo Zonta (BRA)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0

	
Jacques Villeneuve (CDN)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0

	
Marc Gené (ESP)  
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0

	
Giorgio Pantano (ITA)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0

	
Gianmaria Bruni (ITA)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0



	Team
	AUS
	MAL
	BHR
	SMR
	ESP
	MCO
	EUR
	CDN
	USA
	FRA
	GBR
	GER
	HUN
	BEL
	ITA
	CHN
	JPN
	BRA
	Total

	1. 

Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	18
	15
	18
	13
	18
	6
	18
	18
	18
	16
	16
	10
	18
	14
	18
	10
	10
	8
	262

	2. 

Lucky Strike BAR Honda
	3
	6
	10
	8
	5
	8
	6
	6
	6
	4
	5
	9
	7
	-
	11
	11
	11
	3
	119

	3. Mild Seven 

Renault F1 Team
	8
	6
	8
	9
	11
	10
	9
	-
	5
	13
	-
	6
	6
	-
	-
	5
	4
	5
	105

	4. 

BMW WilliamsF1 Team
	9
	8
	2
	8
	3
	5
	1
	-
	-
	1
	4
	6
	7
	-
	6
	4
	10
	14
	88

	5. 

West McLaren Mercedes
	1
	3
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	7
	5
	5
	10
	5
	-
	12
	3
	6
	3
	8
	69

	6.

Sauber Petronas
	-
	1
	-
	-
	2
	4
	3
	5
	-
	-
	3
	-
	1
	9
	1
	3
	1
	1
	34

	7.

Jaguar Racing
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	1
	3
	-
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10

	8.

Panasonic Toyota Racing
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	4
	-
	-
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9

	9.

Jordan Ford
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	5

	10.

Minardi Cosworth
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Points
	10
	8
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Results of the BMW WilliamsF1 Team 2004.

	
	Qualifying 

#3 MOY
	Qualifying

#4 RSC
	Race

#3 MOY
	Race

#4 RSC
	Points
	Champ.

position
	Race laps

	A

U

S
	3th   

1:24.998
	8th 

1:25.925


	5th
	4th
	9
	2nd
	116

out of

116

	M

A

L
	4th 

1:34.054
	7th 

1:34.235
	2nd 
	Retired

(engine)
	8
	2nd
	83

out of

112

	B

H

R


	3th 

1:30.581
	4th 

1:30.633
	13th 

(gearbox)
	7th 
	2
	3rd 
	113

out of

114

	S

M

R
	3th 

1:20.212
	5th 

1:20.538
	3rd
	7th 
	8
	4th 
	124

out of

124

	E

S

P
	2nd 

1:15.639
	6th 

1:16.293
	Retired

(brakes)
	6th 
	3
	4th 
	112

out of

132

	MCO
	10th 

1:15.039

Grid pos 9
	2nd 

1:14.345

Grid pos 12
	4th 
	Retired

(Gearbox)
	5
	4th  
	145

out of

154

	E

U

R
	8th 

1:29.354
	9th 

1:29.459
	8th 

(collision 1st lap)
	Retired

(collision 1st lap)
	1
	4th 
	59

out of

120

	C

D

N
	4th 

1:13.072


	1st 

1:12.275
	5th 

disqualified
	2nd 

disqualified
	-
	4th 
	140

out of

140

	U

S

A
	5th 

1:11.062
	6th 

1:11.106
	Excluded
	Accident 

(tyre failure)
	-
	4th 
	66

out of

146

	F

R

A
	6th 

1:14.172
	8th*

1:14.275
	8th
	10th *
	1
	4th 
	140

out of

140

	G

B

R
	8th 

1:19.378

Grid pos 7
	12th*

1:20.335

Grid pos 11
	5th 
	12th *
	4
	4th 
	120

out of

120

	D

E

U
	2nd 

1:13.668
	11th**

1:14.556

Grid pos 10
	5th 
	7th**
	6
	4th 
	132

out of

132

	H

U

N
	7th 

1:20.199
	6th**

1:20.170
	4th 
	7th**
	7
	4th 
	139

out of

140

	B

E

L
	11th 

1:59.681
	14th **

2:01.447
	Retired

(tyre failure)
	Retired**

(gearbox)
	-
	4th 
	68

out of

88

	I

T

A
	2nd 

1:20.620
	8th**

1:20.888
	5th 
	7th**
	6
	4th 
	106

out of

106

	C

H

N
	11th 

1:35.245

Grid pos 10
	5th
1:34.891
	5th 
	DNF 
	4
	4th 
	93

out of 

112

	J

P

N
	13th 

1:37.653
	2nd 

1:34.032
	7th 
	2nd 
	10
	4th 
	106

out of

106

	B

R

A
	2nd 

1:10.850
	7th 

1:11.131
	1st 
	5th 
	14
	4th 
	142

out of

142

	*
Marc Gené


	
	
	
	
	
	

	**
Antonio Pizzonia 


	
	
	
	
	


Did you know…?  
…that Antonio Pizzonia has held the F1 world speed record since 12th September 2004? At Monza he clocked 369.9 km/h in the race. 

…that Juan Pablo Montoya posted the highest average speed ever recorded in F1 – 262.4 km/h – during prequalifying on 11th September 2004?

…that the BMW P84 engine consists of around 5,000 individual parts and requires some 80 working hours to assemble? 

…that a titanium conrod in the P84 weighs just 295 grams compared with a steel production conrod weighing 545 grams?

…that, at peak engine speed, the pistons of the P84 reach 10,000 g (acceleration due to gravity), accelerate from 0 to 100 km/h in 0.3 seconds and cover a distance of up to 40 metres a second?  

…that a Formula One racing car accelerates from 0 to 100 km/h in around 
2.5 seconds and from 0 to 200 km/h in less than five seconds? 

…that a Formula One racer can come to a standstill from 200 km/h within 
1.9 seconds, equivalent to a deceleration of 5 g? 

…that F1 carbon brake discs heat up to 600° Celsius within one second?

…that Formula One tyres reach a temperature of 100° Celsius? 

…that 22 members of the BMW WilliamsF1 Team are involved in each pit stop? 

…that the BMW WilliamsF1 Team takes 31 tonnes of freight to each flyaway Grand Prix?

…that 500 metres of data lines are laid down for a team race? 

…that in 2004, Formula BMW appeared as part of the Formula One support programme five times, namely in Bahrain, at the Nürburgring, in Montreal, 
in Indianapolis and in Shanghai?

…that three drivers in the 2004 Formula One World Championship learnt their trade in Formula BMW and its forerunner series, namely 
Ralf Schumacher (BMW WilliamsF1 Team), Christian Klien (Jaguar Racing) and Timo Glock (Jordan Ford)?

…that Ho Pin Tung, winner of the 2003 Formula BMW Asia, was invited 
to test-drive for the BMW WilliamsF1 Team on 11th December 2003, becoming the first Chinese ever to drive a Formula One car?


…that numerous family members of famous F1 drivers are competing 
in the Formula BMW series, such as Bruno Senna (Formula BMW UK Championship 2004, nephew of three-times Formula One World Champion Ayrton Senna), Nico Rosberg (winner of the Formula BMW ADAC Championship in 2002, son of Keke Rosberg, 1982 Formula One World Champion), Federico Montoya (2004 Formula BMW ADAC Championship, brother of BMW WilliamsF1 Team driver Juan Pablo Montoya), and Graham Rahal (2004 Formula BMW USA, son of 
Bobby Rahal, winner of the Indianapolis 500 in 1986)?

…that Nico Rosberg tested for the BMW WilliamsF1 Team on 3rd December 2002 and was the youngest person ever to drive a Formula One car at 
17 years, five months and six days?

…that BMW, with 17 overall victories, is by far the most successful marque to compete in the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race?

…that most touring car championships around the world comply with the Super Production regulations, on which the FIA ETCC regulations are also based? 

…that BMW has sold around 100 virtually identical racing kits of the 
E46 version of the BMW 3 Series since 1999 and that this figure almost matches the production run of the legendary BMW M3 of the 1980s 
and ’90s?

24 Hour Races.

BMW celebrates its 17th overall victory on the Nürburgring-Nordschleife.

On 13th June 2004, BMW added another chapter to its success story in the Nürburgring 24 Hours. At the end of one of the world’s most gruelling marathon events, the two BMW M3 GTRs with the start numbers 42 and 
43 were first and second to cross the finishing line. Victory went to 
the GT sports car driven by the three Germans Jörg Müller (Hückelhoven), 
Dirk Müller (Burbach) and Hans-Joachim Stuck (Ellmau). 

Duncan Huisman (NDL), Pedro Lamy (PRT) and Boris Said (USA) in car number 43 finished second to complete BMW’s seventh one-two victory on the legendary Nordschleife. 

“It’s a fantastic result”, enthused BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen, who had followed the race by GPS and data transmission from Montreal, where the Canadian Formula One Grand Prix was being held on the same weekend. “A huge compliment to the team and the drivers, who managed to keep a cool head and made the right decisions in spite of the most challenging conditions.” 

The weather conditions accompanying the triumph of Team BMW Motorsport were anything but straightforward. There was rain from the outset, some of it torrential, which repeatedly turned the pit lane into a hive of activity. But the Schnitzer Motorsport racing team benefited from the longstanding experience of their team manager Charly Lamm (Freilassing) and carried out flawless work, enabling both cars to successfully complete the long-distance classic without any technical hitches.

“Everything went perfectly for us”, said Lamm of the team’s achievement. 
“It was ideal”, added Jörg Müller. “We never touched another car and had the right tyres on almost throughout.” Final driver Dirk Müller’s reaction after 
the exhausting race that took everything out of them physically and in terms of mental concentration: “When I crossed the finishing line I went goose-pimply all over.” Stuck, the seasoned endurance driver, commented: “Psychologically it was the most strenuous race I have ever competed in. But despite that it was tremendous fun.”

For the 53-year-old it was already his third victory on the Nordschleife – over a span of 34 years. In 1970, Stuck had won the inaugural 24 Hour Race in 
a BMW 2002 ti. He was also behind the wheel of the BMW 320d that became the first diesel model to win the event in 1998. Now Stuck and his two team-mates had ensured the debut success of a GT car.

The BMW M3 GTR with an output of 500 bhp once again displayed its winning qualities on the Nürburgring. The GT coupé had originally been designed to pick up victories in the American Le Mans Series. The muscly M3 GTR met this brief from its first deployment in 2001, the year that saw 
Jörg Müller win the Drivers’ Championship, while BMW Motorsport came top of the Team category and BMW secured the Manufacturers’ title.

Despite the successful past of this tried and tested racing car, 
Team BMW Motorsport arrived at the Nordschleife with a raft of innovations. The GPRS (General Packet Radio Service) mobile data transmission system, for example, was used for the first time to allow the team to receive a steady stream of data from the two BMW M3 GTRs. In the past, the BMW race engineers had had to grope in the dark when the cars were negotiating the back section of the 24.427-kilometre circuit. This time the team under the direction of seasoned race strategist Lamm was kept permanently informed of the operating conditions and precise location of the cars.

“A marathon of this kind is an immense sporting and technical challenge”, Theissen had said before the start of the race. Team BMW Motorsport rose to that challenge with bravura. With its 17th overall victory to date, moreover, BMW compellingly corroborated its status as the most successful car marque in the Eifel by far.

Nürburgring winners successful at Spa-Francorchamps too.

After its clean sweep at the Nürburgring, Team BMW Motorsport sent both BMW M3 GTRs out to compete in the Spa-Francorchamps 24 Hour Race on 31st July. The situation in the Ardennes, however, was very different from 
that at the Nordschleife seven weeks previously. The GT coupés were racing in Group 2, which was governed by the BELCAR regulations. That meant 
the use of traction control was prohibited, as was the logging of vehicle data via the GPRS mobile data transmission system. The regulations 
also demanded that the tank volume be reduced from 120 to 100 litres.

On the 6.947-kilometre circuit, the 500 bhp BMW M3 GTRs had to pit their skills against higher-performance cars from the FIA GT Championship. 
“We are aiming for a class win” was the strategy accordingly formulated by BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen before the race.

That aim was impressively met by Team BMW Motorsport. As previously at the Nürburgring, drivers Jörg Müller, Dirk Müller and Hans-Joachim Stuck in car number 142 claimed success in the Ardennes as well: at the end of 
525 laps they had secured their targeted class victory in Group 2. The German threesome came sixth in the overall placings.

The number 143 BMW M3 GTR driven by Pedro Lamy (PRT), Andy Priaulx (GBR), Antonio Garcia (ESP) and Kurt Mollekens (BEL) was in third position heading for a podium finish when Garcia had to abandon the race at 3.51 in the morning due to an electrical problem. Car number 142 also had technical difficulties to contend with and spent a total of 92 minutes in the pits undergoing repair work. But these setbacks failed to deter either the drivers or the Schnitzer Motorsport racing team. Jörg Müller, Dirk Müller and Stuck remained undaunted and repeatedly battled their way back to the front ranks.

“I’m impressed by the fighting spirit displayed by the drivers and the team”, said Theissen, who was present at the event in Spa. “There were laps in which the BMW M3 GTR posted the best times of the whole field. That shows 
the good performance of the car on this circuit as well and in this competitive environment.” BMW has collected 21 overall victories at Spa and has now added a further class win to its tally.

FIA 
European Touring Car Championship.

BMW takes Manufacturers’ and Drivers’ ETCC titles.

The 2004 FIA European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) was one of great highs and lows for the BMW national teams, but the hard work and dedication from all the teams was worthwhile when at the end of the 20-race season the top championship honours went to the manufacturer and its drivers.

There were some “old” and new faces in the 2004 customer teams which run under the BMW banner and fly their national flags. BMW Team Deutschland (Schnitzer Motorsport) kept its all-German line up of Jörg Müller and 
Dirk Müller for the third season, and Andy Priaulx  (GBR) was again the sole representative of BMW Team Great Britain (Team RBM). However, 
Andy did have a team-mate in his garage for five of the race weekends as BMW Team Belgium-Luxembourg entered an RBM-run car for Kurt Mollekens (BEL).  BMW Team Italy-Spain (Ravaglia Motorsport) created the new story of the year as Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) chose to make 
his full-time racing comeback in this team alongside Antonio Garcia (ESP).

It was in Oschersleben that BMW was able to clinch the Manufacturers’ Championship for the second successive year, but doing this on home ground watched by BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen, was the icing on the cake. Also on this weekend, the penultimate in the championship calendar, Tom Coronel (NLD) in the privately entered BMW 320i of Carly Motors won the Independents Trophy.  Again it was two in a row, as in 2003 Duncan Huisman had won the title for the team. Andy Priaulx in his 
BMW Team Great Britain car had to wait for the final chequered flag to fall in Dubai to celebrate his Drivers’ Championship crown, but it was certain after Oschersleben that this title could only go to a BMW driver.

2004 Championship campaign starts well in Monza.

The BMW campaign got off well in Italy in March with a win for BMW Team Deutschland’s Jörg Müller despite the fierce competition from Alfa Romeo on home turf. Alessandro Zanardi had been a guest driver at the final race 
in Monza in 2003 and had realised he was still competitive in a car, despite having to use hand controls for everything except the brake. He scored 
his first point of the season in race one and his team-mate, Antonio Garcia, scored three in race two. 

From this very first race weekend it was certain winning the titles was going to be hard, but the next races at Valencia proved just how hard the battle was going to be. Here in Spain, Alfa swept the board and the BMW drivers never got a look in on the podium.

However, Dirk Müller and Andy Priaulx made sure that the pendulum swung back towards BMW in Magny-Cours with wins in the two races, this also being the weekend when Kurt Mollekens had his first races. Then the first home race in Hockenheim was a dream for BMW as Andy and Jörg shared the victories. The next race in Brno marked the halfway point in the season and going there the situation could not have been better. BMW led Alfa 
by 31 points and Jörg Müller led Dirk Müller by a couple of points, with the reigning champion, Gabriele Tarquini, the best Alfa driver in third.

Andy Priaulx’s championship charge begins.

The star of Brno was without doubt Andy Priaulx. He was the quickest 
BMW driver in qualifying and then went on to win race one and come second in race two just behind Dirk Müller. In many ways Andy’s championship charge really began there in earnest as he found himself second in the points table just four behind Dirk.

A disastrous qualifying session at his home race in Donington did not deter Andy. He went on to win the second race and, with five points from race one, was able to leave there leading the championship. However, Spa proved 
to be a bad weekend for him, so a month later he found himself behind both Dirk and Jörg, who won the two races at the famous Belgian circuit.

In many ways Imola was a race to forget for most of the BMW drivers. 
Alfa were back on song and dominated the races, as this track did not suit the BMW cars. Dirk Müller was the only BMW driver to make a podium appearance for third in race two. For Andy and Jörg the on-track competition was so tough they both crashed out due to accidents that were no fault 
of their own. Meanwhile, Alex Zanardi had a heart-stopping accident that saw the race red-flagged after he smashed into the wall due to brake 
failure. Luckily Alex was able to walk away from the severely damaged car.

Dirk Müller was still leading the Drivers’ Championship going into Oschersleben, but Gabriele Tarquini, thanks to two race wins in Imola, was able to jump into second. It seemed that Oschersleben was going to be 
a decisive weekend for those chasing the titles. This was certainly the case as Andy Priaulx took his fifth win of the season and Gabriele Tarquini saw 
his challenge literally go up in smoke when his car stopped on the side of the track with flames coming from the engine compartment. However, Andy’s joy 

didn’t last long as Augusto Farfus Jr, who seemed to be involved in more 
than his fair share of accidents during the season, collided with him in race two, bringing his weekend to a close. Dirk had two podium finishes and left the circuit for the final rounds in Dubai with what looked like an unassailable lead of 12 points. BMW had their second consecutive Manufacturers’ win 
to celebrate, but were also happy to congratulate the SEAT team who had won their first FIA ETCC race with Rickard Rydell driving.

Dirk Müller and Andy Priaulx battle it out in the Dubai desert.

In Dubai the heat was on. The temperature was in the mid-thirties, and 
Jörg Müller and Andy Priaulx knew that Dirk Müller was in the driving seat as far as the drivers’ title was concerned. However, it was the weekend when Andy Priaulx could do no wrong. He took his first pole of the year while 
Jörg was ninth and Dirk tenth. Andy had proved that coming from the back was not impossible, but due to a collision with the privateer Alfa driver, 
Luca Rangoni, Dirk could not do this and had to pit twice for damage repairs. 

As the lights went out for the final race of 2004, Dirk had a four-point lead over Andy but had to start from the back of the grid. However, it was far from plain sailing as a red flag came out during the first lap, and in the carnage 
that followed Andy Priaulx and Jörg Müller ended up with damaged cars. Luckily they were able to take the re-start. Dirk drove as hard as he could and did a fantastic charge from the back to fifth. But he needed just one more place as Andy crossed the line second and Dirk fifth, leaving them tied on 
111 points each. In these circumstances the number of wins decides the title, so Andy won as he had five against Dirk’s three. 

The elusive first win just escaped BMW Team Italy-Spain, with a second place for Antonio Garcia in Hockenheim being the team’s best result. 
While Antonio had a disappointing last race in Dubai, this was the highlight of the season for Alex. Not only did he start race two from the front row of the grid, but he also had his best finish of the season in sixth.

Jörg Müller also notched up three race wins, so bringing the overall total for BMW drivers to 11. BMW drivers were on pole three times for race one 
(two for Jörg and one for Andy), set ten fastest laps and led for 124 laps while the Alfa Romeo drivers only led for 79 laps.

What exactly are the ETCC cars?

The BMW 320i ETCC cars are very similar to those customers can buy from their local dealers, but they have to be homologated in Group N to make them comply with the Super 2000 category in which the BMW 320i is competing. At least 2,500 series-production versions have to have been built during twelve months and the cars have to have at least four seats, four doors and a minimum length of 4.2 metres. The BMW petrol engine is normally aspirated and is limited to 2000cc. However, from 2004 the rules have allowed for the inclusion of categories for both touring cars with turbo diesel engines and also those complying with the Super Production regulations.

In the Super 2000 category no electronic aids of any kind are permitted and two types of transmission are allowed – a conventional H-shaped gate with 
a maximum five speeds and a sequential shift six-speed. Depending on which is used, there is a different vehicle weight.

Rules and regulations for the ETCC races.

The FIA ETCC races are part of the LG Super Racing Weekends, and on each weekend there are two races with each being a minimum of 
50 kilometres. These race starts are an hour apart and the teams can spend only 15 minutes working on the cars between each race.

For the second year the points allocation has been 10–8–6–5–4–3–2–1 for both Drivers’ and Manufacturers’ Championships. Only the two best-placed cars from each marque will score Manufacturers’ points. The grid for race 
one is determined during qualifying, but for race two the top eight finishers from race two start in reverse order.

There is a success ballast system, with the three drivers scoring the most championship points over the two races having 30 kg, 20 kg and 10 kg respectively added to their cars for the next racing weekend. The top three in the championship also have these same amounts added. These 
are cumulative and the maximum any one driver can carry is 40 kg.

ETCC Champion Andy Priaulx.

Date/place of birth:      8th August 1974/Guernsey (CI)

Place of residence:     Guernsey (CI)

Marital status:
married to Joanne; 
son Sebastian; daughter Danniella

Website:                     
www.andypriaulx.com

Andy started his career in karting in the Channel Islands as he was born on the small island of Guernsey. This was in1984 when he was 11 years old. 
He then spent six years on two wheels in motocross, which culminated in his winning the 250cc CI Championship in 1990. He then decided to follow in 
his father’s footsteps and started hill climbing. On his way to the British hill climb championship title in 1995 he scored the maximum points possible. 
It was in 1996 that he turned to single-seater racing in both Formula Renault and Formula 3, going on to win the Renault Spider Championship in 1998 with thirteen wins from 13 poles – a feat that has never been equalled. 
Andy’s Formula 3 career then continued until he turned to touring cars in 2001, when he was invited to drive for Vauxhall in the UK. 

His touring car career really took off in 2002 in the British Touring Car Championship, where he scored Honda’s debut win. His BMW career started in 2003 when he was offered the FIA ETCC drive for BMW Team Great Britain, and he impressed everyone by winning three races in his first year and fighting for the championship to the very last race. In 2004 Andy had his first drive for BMW Motorsport in the Spa 24 Hours, and when not in the driving seat he was busy giving education and training to young drivers in his role as Chief Instructor for the Formula BMW UK Championship.   

Andy’s car is run by the Belgian RBM team, which stands for Racing Bart Mampaey. Bart set up the team in 1994 and ran a car in the FIA ETCC for the first time in 2002 for BMW Team Belgium. His motor sport history goes 
back to the days when his father, Julian, ran the successful Juma racing team in the ’70s and ’80s. The team ran BMW cars in the European Touring Car Championship and won the Spa 24 Hours three times. Bart is following in his father’s footsteps as his team won the Spa 24 Hours in 1998 and has now added this title to its tally. Bart still has very close ties to BMW in Belgium as his company prepares all the engines for their very successful 
MINI Challenge.

FIA ETCC 2004 – Drivers.

	Drivers
	Monza (ITA)
	Valencia (ESP)
	Magny-Cours  (FRA)


	Hockenheim  (GER)
	 Brno (CZE)
	Donington (GBR)
	Spa (BEL)
	Imola (ITA)
	Oschersleben (GER)
	Dubai (UAE)
	Total

	1. Andy Priaulx (GBR)

BMW 
	4

8
	5  3
	1 10
	10 0
	10    8
	3 

10
	5   4
	4 0
	10 0
	8

8
	111

	2. Dirk Müller (GER)

BMW
	6  6
	4   5
	10    3
	8    6
	5   10
	0   5


	10   8
	1  6
	6   8
	0   4
	111

	3. Gabriele Tarquini (ITA) 

Alfa Romeo
	10  0 
	10  8
	4   8
	0   3
	0  0
	6 8
	4   5
	10   10
	0    0
	10   10
	106

	4. Jörg Müller (GER)

BMW
	5  10
	3   4
	8   5
	5   10
	2   5
	8   0
	8   10
	2   0
	5   0
	3    0
	93

	5. Fabrizio Giovanardi (ITA)

Alfa Romeo
	8  0
	8   10
	3  4
	0   0
	4  4
	5  0
	0  0
	8    8
	0    1
	0     0
	63

	6. Augusto Farfus (BRA)

Alfa Romeo
	0    0
	6  6
	6   6
	0  0
	0  0
	4   0
	1  0
	6  0
	8   6
	5     0
	54

	7. Antonio Garcia (ESP)

BMW
	0    3
	2    0
	5    0
	3   8
	6   3
	0   4
	3   6
	0   0
	0   0
	0    0
	43

	8. Jordi Gené (ESP)

SEAT
	0   2
	0  0
	2   0
	6  5
	0    0
	2   0
	6   0
	5   5
	3     3
	0     0
	39

	9. James Thompson (GBR)

Alfa Romeo
	-   -
	-   -
	-    -
	-   -
	-    -
	10  6
	0   1
	-   -
	4     4
	6   6
	37

	10. Rickard Rydell (SWE)

SEAT
	0  0
	0   0
	0  0
	1    4
	8    0
	0   0
	0    0
	0   4
	2     10
	0   0
	29

	11.  Frank Diefenbacher (GER)

SEAT
	2

4
	0

0
	0   0
	4

0
	1   6
	0

0
	2  0
	0

1
	0

0
	4     5
	29

	12. Tom Coronel (NED)

BMW
	3

5
	0

0
	0

1
	0

1
	3

2
	0

1
	0

3
	0    0
	1   5
	-

-
	25

	13. Kurt  Mollekens (BEL)

BMW
	-

-
	-   -
	0   2
	0    0
	0  1
	1    3
	0

2
	-   -
	-

-
	-

-
	9

	14. Salvatore Tavano (ITA)

Alfa Romeo
	0

0
	1

2
	0  0
	0  0
	0

0
	0

0
	0   0
	3   0
	0     0
	0

2
	8

	14. Alessandro Zanardi (ITA)

BMW
	1

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

2
	0

0
	0   0
	0

0
	2    3
	8

	16. Luca Rangoni (ITA)

Alfa Romeo
	0

0
	0

1
	0    0
	2   2
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	1

0
	6

	17. Alessandro Balzan (ITA)

Honda
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0 0  1
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

3
	0

0
	0

0
	3

	18. Michele Bartyan (AUT) 

Alfa Romeo
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0 0 3


	0

0
	0

0
	0

2
	0

0
	0

1
	3

	19. Carl Rosenblad (SWE)
BMW
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0    0
	0

0
	0

2
	0   0
	2

	20. Stefano D’Aste (ITA) 

BMW
	0

1
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	  -

  -
	1

	Gianni Morbidelli (ITA) 

SEAT
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	0

	Simon Harrison (GBR) 

Honda
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0    0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tony R. Ruokonen (FIN) 

Honda
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	  0

  0


	0

	Sebastian Grunert (GER) 

Ford
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	0

0
	0

	Roland Asch (GER) 

Ford
	0

0
	-

-
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-     -
	0

	Paulien Zwart (NED) 

BMW
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-     -
	0

	Klaas Zwart (NED) 

BMW
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	-

-
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-     -
	0

	Jan Magnussen (DEN)
Peugeot
	-

-
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	0

	Jason Watt (DEN)
Peugeot
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-     -
	0

	Duncan Huisman (NED)
BMW
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	-     -
	0

	Thomas Klenke (GER) 

Ford
	-

-
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-     -
	0

	Sandro Sardelli (ITA) 

Peugeot
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0


	0


FIA ETCC 2004 – Manufacturers.

	Manufacturer
	Monza (ITA)
	Valencia (ESP)
	Magny-Cours  (FRA)


	Hockenheim  (GER)
	Brünn (CZE)
	Donington (GBR)
	Spa (BEL)
	Imola (ITA)
	Oschersleben (GER)
	Dubai (UAE)
	Total

	1. BMW
	11

18
	9

9
	18

15
	18

18
	16

18
	11

15
	18

18
	6

6
	16

13
	11

12
	276

	2. Alfa Romeo
	18

0
	18

18
	10

14
	2

5
	4

4
	16

14
	5

6
	18

18
	12

10
	16

16
	224

	3. SEAT
	2

6
	0

0
	2

0
	10

9
	9

6
	2

0
	8

0
	5

9
	5

13
	4

5
	95


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Points
	10
	8
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Formula BMW. 

Formula BMW goes global. 

What do Portugal’s football idol Luis Figo, Morocco’s King Mohammed VI and US racing legend Bobby Rahal have in common? Answer: a soft spot for Formula BMW. Before the start of this year’s racing season, Figo organized sponsors for the up-and-coming drivers João Urbano and Duarte Félix da Costa (Formula BMW UK Championship), while Morocco’s monarch supported the Formula BMW Asia driver Mehdi Bennani, and Rahal watched over the racing fortunes of his son Graham as his team manager in Formula BMW USA.

In the last three years, Formula BMW has shot out of the starting blocks to become the top entry-level class of Formula racing worldwide. After its successful launch in Germany in 2002, the concept was instantly exported: to Asia in 2003, to the USA and Britain in 2004. In the meantime, this motor sport series made in Germany has attracted fans around the globe. In the season just finished, drivers from a total of 28 states and six continents took part in the 68 races of the four Formula BMW sister series. 2004 saw them competed in fourteen different countries, with five of the events forming part of the Formula One support programme.

There are many reasons behind the success of Formula BMW. There’s BMW’s education and coaching programme, for one. Whether it’s a matter of driving strategy, chassis set-up or PR training, “Our drivers learn everything they need here to deal with the world of motor racing later on”, said 
BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. Then there’s the safety aspect: the standard FB02 race car not only exceeds by far the requirements stipulated 
by the FIA international governing body, it also features extras such as 
the HANS system or the FORS seat specially developed for Formula BMW.

But that extra special something is provided by the drivers, some of them as young as 15. Anyone who has witnessed João Urbano, Duarte Félix da Costa, Mehdi Bennani and Graham Rahal performing on one of their race weekends knows that they all share something in common too: the sheer pleasure of driving. 

Germany: Summary – Champion profile – Statistics. 

Formula BMW ADAC Championship 2004. 

The 2004 season of the Formula BMW ADAC Championship was focussed on Sebastian Vettel. From the very first race, the 17-year-old from 
Heppenheim in Hesse dominated the field comprising 27 drivers. 14 pole positions and 18 wins in 20 championship races gave the high-school student an impressive tally. He had a podium place after every race. During his 
two years (2003, 2004) in the Formula BMW ADAC Championship, Vettel notched up a total of 23 wins. This run of victories makes him the most successful Formula BMW driver worldwide. 

Only the Brazilian Atila Abreu succeeded in wresting two victories from Vettel this season. The 17-year-old from Sotocaba won the third championship race on the Adria International Raceway and the sixth race held during the 
Formula One Grand Prix at the Nürburgring. The two formula rookies 
Chris van der Drift and Sébastien Buemi also put in strong performances. New Zealander van der Drift took the Rookie of the Year title by securing 
18 top-three placings in the Rookie standings with eight wins, just ahead of Buemi. As the best newcomer, he also received a sponsorship package valued at 50,000 euros from BMW and the German Automobile Association (ADAC).

Swiss driver Buemi is only 15 years old. He achieved third place in the championship behind Vettel and Abreu by continually improving his position in the overall standings. He gained a podium place ten times by coming in second or third. The only girl in the field was 16-year-old Natacha Gachnang of Switzerland. She took fourth place twice in the eleventh and twelfth 
races on the Nürburgring and was placed twelfth in the overall standings. Federico Montoya, the younger brother of the BMW WilliamsF1 Team driver Juan Pablo Montoya, gained his first experience in formula racing. 
The Colombian achieved his best season result in the 18th championship race in the Czech town of Brno, when he took fifth place.
Winners Formula BMW ADAC Championship 2004. 

Sebastian Vettel (Team Mücke Motorsport) is just 17 years of age, yet he is already a record-breaker with 18 wins in 20 races of the 2004 Formula 
BMW ADAC Championship, 387 points out of a possible 400, plus 14 pole positions. Never before has a Formula BMW Championship driver dominated the competition like this high-school pupil from Heppenheim. “Sebastian’s performances were outstanding”, says BMW Motorsport Director 
Dr Mario Theissen full of praise.

Vettel’s success formula? Professionalism coupled with talent. The young driver from the German state of Hesse climbed into his FB02 race after race at the peak of physical and mental fitness. Nobody was out jogging as early 
as he was to get his circulation pumping before a race. Nobody pored over the performance data as long as he did. Off-track, too, Vettel showed remarkable maturity in his dealings with journalists, sponsors and VIPs. 

After two years, he is now taking his leave of Formula BMW. “You never know what the future might hold”, said Vettel, “but my dream is Formula One.”

If the Formula BMW ADAC Championship awarded prizes for the longest journey or the coolest participant name, New Zealander Chris van der Drift (Team Rosberg) would undoubtedly take them. But the 18-year-old drew attention to himself with his racing skills as well: after an exciting duel with Sébastien Buerni of Switzerland, he managed to win the Rookie classification. The 1.84-metre-tall junior driver is nicknamed “Kiwi”, and he was duly accompanied to every race by a furry version of New Zealand’s national bird. “He brought me good luck”, declared van der Drift.

Next season will definitely see the blond-haired driver back in Germany. 
As best rookie, he not only receives start-up funds of 50,000 euros 
from BMW and ADAC, but he can also take part in the education and coaching programme free of charge.
Formula BMW ADAC Championship 2004.

	Drivers
	Hockenheim
	Adria Raceway
	Nürburgring F1
	EuroSpeedway
	Norisring
	Nürburgring 
	Oschersleben
	Zandvoort
	Brno
	Hockenheim
	Total

	  1. *Sebastian Vettel (GER)
	20
	20
	15
	20
	20
	12
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	387

	  2. *Átila Abreu (BRA)
	4
	10
	20
	15
	15
	20
	15
	12
	15
	15
	15
	15
	12
	15
	15
	15
	15
	-
	10
	10
	263

	  3. *Sébastien Buemi (SUI)
	10
	15
	12
	10
	6
	8
	12
	15
	-
	-
	6
	6
	15
	-
	12
	10
	12
	12
	15
	12
	188

	  4. *Chris Van der Drift (NZL)
	12
	12
	4
	6
	10
	10
	6
	-
	12
	12
	2
	3
	8
	12
	3
	8
	6
	15
	12
	15
	168

	  5. Dominik Jackson (GBR)
	15
	8
	8
	8
	12
	15
	8
	6
	3
	6
	4
	-
	3
	-
	2
	-
	3
	4
	-
	4
	109

	  6. Christopher Wassermann    
      (AUT)
	3
	-
	6
	-
	3
	3
	1
	-
	10
	10
	12
	12
	10
	-
	8
	-
	8
	-
	6
	-
	92

	  7. *Adrian Zaugg (RSA)
	-
	6
	-
	-
	8
	-
	3
	1
	-
	-
	-
	8
	6
	-
	6
	4
	2
	3
	8
	-
	55

	  8. Fabio Onidi (ITA)
	-
	-
	2
	4
	-
	2
	4
	-
	-
	2
	-
	1
	-
	10
	-
	6
	10
	10
	-
	3
	54

	  9. Mario Josten (GER)
	6
	-
	-
	12
	-
	6
	-
	3
	4
	8
	-
	-
	-
	8
	-
	1
	-
	1
	3
	-
	52

	10. Michael Vorba (CZE)
	8
	-
	3
	-
	-
	4
	-
	8
	6
	-
	3
	2
	4
	1
	4
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	45


Formula BMW ADAC Championship 2004 – Rookies.

	Drivers
	Hockenheim
	Adria Raceway
	Nürburgring F1
	EuroSpeedway
	Norisring
	Nürburgring 
	Oschersleben
	Zandvoort
	Brno
	Hockenheim
	Total

	  1. *Chris Van der Drift (NZL)
	20
	15
	15
	15
	20
	20
	15
	-
	20
	20
	15
	12
	15
	20
	10
	12
	12
	20
	15
	20
	311

	  2. *Sébastien Buemi (SUI)
	15
	20
	20
	20
	12
	15
	20
	20
	-
	2
	20
	15
	20
	-
	20
	15
	20
	15
	20
	15
	304

	  3.  Fabio Onidi (ITA)
	-
	3
	12
	12
	8
	12
	12
	-
	12
	15
	4
	10
	-
	15
	4
	10
	15
	12
	4
	10
	170

	  4. *Adrian Zaugg (RSA)
	12
	12
	3
	10
	15
	-
	10
	12
	-
	-
	8
	20
	12
	-
	12
	8
	8
	10
	12
	-
	164

	  5. *Marcel Jeleniowski (GER)
	10
	6
	1
	4
	6
	10
	-
	8
	10
	12
	6
	2
	3
	10
	15
	20
	10
	3
	10
	8
	154

	  6. *Benjamin Leuchter (GER)
	6
	4
	-
	8
	4
	6
	8
	15
	8
	8
	10
	4
	2
	8
	6
	2
	-
	4
	8
	4
	115

	  7. *Marco Holzer (GER)
	2
	10
	10
	6
	10
	8
	4
	10
	15
	-
	1
	-
	10
	-
	8
	4
	4
	6
	-
	6
	114

	  8. Tim Sandtler (GER)
	8
	8
	4
	-
	-
	4
	6
	-
	-
	10
	3
	6
	6
	12
	1
	6
	6
	8
	-
	12
	100

	  9. *André Pablo Sander (GER)
	4
	2
	8
	-
	-
	3
	3
	6
	3
	6
	12
	8
	8
	2
	-
	-
	2
	1
	6
	-
	74

	10. Henri Karjalainen (FIN)
	3
	-
	6
	2
	3
	2
	2
	3
	4
	3
	-
	3
	-
	6
	2
	1
	3
	-
	2
	-
	45


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Points
	20
	15
	12
	10
	8
	6
	4
	3
	2
	1


* BMW scholarship drivers
Britain: Summary – Champion profile – Statistics. 

Formula BMW UK Championship 2004. 

Formula BMW UK brought a totally new concept to racing in the UK. 
For the first time drivers as young as 15 years old were allowed on the most demanding race tracks in the country, and the inaugural race meeting on Easter Sunday at Thruxton, a very tricky high speed track, set the tone for what was to prove a great series.

After the weekend, any lingering concerns were dispelled. The 20 youngsters drove like veterans and the series had gained many new fans. The outcome was a dream for any racing series. Race one was won by a 15-year-old, Simon Walker Hansell, and race two by the only privateer in the series, Tim Bridgman.

These races had proved very competitive with some close but safe driving. Neither winner had had it all his own way, and from then on the race wins were shared round the field. At the end of the 20 races there had been ten different winners, with Josh Fisher’s four victories being the most for any driver. 

The championship battles for overall honours, the Rookie class and the Team cup all went down to the wire. In the overall battle Philip Glew led for most of the season, but Tim Bridgman was never far behind. Then later in the season Josh Fisher put in a charge, but as they lined up for the final race it was between Tim and Philip, with the difference just 1.5 points. Tim took the title in style with a fine win in this race.

Ross Curnow was the Rookie champion and took half the class wins. He was also the only Rookie to start from pole and go on to win a race, which he did in Knockhill. His battle for the Rookie title was with Sam Bird, and this was finally decided after the first race at the final event in Donington.

Carlin Motorsport won the team prize, again in a fight to the last chequered flag with Fortec Motorsport, and Stian Sørlie got the Sportsmanship Award, which was supported by Sir Frank Williams.

Winners Formula BMW UK Championship 2004.

Tim Bridgman has proved the rebel of the championship as he has done it “his way”. He is the only privateer driver in the series, and with a small but dedicated team behind him has taken on the professional teams and beat them to the title. Tim was a relatively late starter in the sport as he didn’t drive a kart until 2001 when, at the age of 16, he drove a Formula Rotax Max. 
He was instantly successful, winning five and coming second in the nine races he entered. His parents decided they would feel better about him racing if 
it was in a car, so the next year he gained his racing licence and started racing in the Zip Formula. The results were very good in the first year with five 
wins, and exceptional in the second as he won nine of the twelve races, was crowned Zip Formula Champion and won the Jordan Cup.

He then moved on to Formula Renault for the winter series and was also given a test in a touring car by Barwell Motorsport, who he ended up competing against in Formula BMW UK. It was not difficult to pick out the team from Dunmow, Essex at the races as they slept in a motorhome in 
the paddock to save money. He was 19 in May, but by then he had won two races and come second in two others, and had started what was to become 
a series-long battle with Philip Glew for the title. Although Philip led going into the final weekend, Tim had a good race one, went into race two 1.5 points ahead and then sealed the championship in perfect style with his third win of the year. 

Ross Curnow (Panther Motorsport) comes from a winning family, so it 
was no surprise that he not only won the Formula BMW UK Rookie Cup, but 
was the only driver in this class to claim a pole and win a race outright. Halfway through 2004 Ross celebrated his 17th birthday, but despite proving to be quick and skilful on track failed his driving test for the public highway 
at his first attempt. However, the driver from Salisbury, Wiltshire didn’t let this put him off and went on to emulate his father Alan, who was a successful saloon car racer in the 1960s and ’70s, winning both races and championships. Ross started racing karts in 1996 at the age of nine. His first machine was a Comer Cadet, and over the next few years he claimed titles 
in the Southern and South West Championships. He then progressed to the Junior Rotax Class and by 2003 was selected as a member of the England Junior Team at the Internations Race Meeting. But he realised his dream when, after attending the Formula BMW Racing Center in Valencia, Spain, 
he was selected as a recipient of a BMW scholarship for the UK’s inaugural championship and did a deal to drive for the newly formed Panther Motorsport. He was soon on the pace, winning the Rookie class at the first race at Oulton Park. The wins came thick and fast, and when he lifted 
the Rookie class at the prizegiving in Donington he had ten to his credit.

Formula BMW UK Championship 2004.

	Drivers
	Thruxton
	Brands Hatch
	Silverstone
	Oulton Park
	Mondello
	Croft
	Knockhill
	Rockingham
	Brands Hatch
	Donington Park
	Total

	  1. Tim Bridgman (GBR)
	8
	20
	15
	15
	20
	8
	3
	6
	15
	12
	10
	12
	3
	1
	12
	8
	12
	15
	15
	20
	230

	  2. Philip Glew (GBR)
	6
	12
	20
	20
	10
	15
	12
	15
	12
	8
	15
	10
	-
	1,5
	10
	12
	10
	10
	10
	2
	210.5

	  3. Josh Fisher (GBR)
	10
	-
	10
	6
	-
	20
	15
	-
	20
	10
	20
	20
	4
	4
	3
	10
	6
	8
	6
	8
	180

	  4. João Urbano (POR)
	12
	10
	12
	12
	-
	10
	-
	20
	6
	4
	6
	4
	-
	7,5
	20
	15
	20
	-
	-
	15
	173,5

	  5. James Sutton (GBR)
	-
	-
	-
	8
	12
	-
	20
	4
	-
	15
	8
	15
	1
	3
	15
	20
	15
	-
	-
	-
	136

	  6. Stian Sørlie (NOR)
	15
	-
	-
	10
	-
	6
	1
	12
	8
	3
	12
	8
	15
	10
	4
	3
	-
	4
	12
	10
	133

	  7. Oliver Turvey (GBR)
	2
	1
	4
	-
	4
	-
	2
	10
	-
	-
	2
	6
	8
	2
	8
	6
	4
	20
	-
	4
	83

	  8. *Ross Curnow (GBR)
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	4
	6
	-
	10
	6
	4
	-
	20
	6
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	12
	70 

	  9. Simon Walker-Hansell  
      (GBR)
	20
	8
	2
	-
	6
	-
	-
	-
	-
	20
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	3
	-
	-
	63

	10. Ollie Smith (GBR)
	-
	3
	8
	3
	15
	-
	-
	3
	3
	-
	-
	3
	10
	-
	-
	-
	-
	6
	8
	-
	62


Formula BMW UK Championship 2004 – Rookies.

	Drivers
	Thruxton
	Brands Hatch
	Silverstone
	Oulton Park
	Mondello
	Croft
	Knockhill
	Rockingham
	Brands Hatch
	Donington Park
	Total

	  1. *Ross Curnow (GBR)
	20
	15
	20
	12
	6
	20
	15
	-
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	10
	10
	20
	-
	-
	12
	20
	280

	  2. *Sam Bird (GBR)
	8
	6
	8
	20
	12
	15
	20
	20
	15
	6
	15
	12
	12
	6
	15
	12
	-
	12
	15
	10
	239

	  3. *Dean Smith (GBR)
	-
	10
	12
	10
	20
	6
	-
	10
	10
	8
	8
	10
	10
	5
	12
	10
	15
	20
	20
	15
	211

	  4. *Jack Goldstraw (GBR)
	10
	8
	10
	8
	8
	10
	12
	-
	8
	15
	12
	-
	15
	7,5
	8
	8
	20
	15
	10
	12
	196.5

	  5. *Jordan Wise (GBR)
	12
	20
	-
	15
	15
	8
	8
	12
	12
	10
	10
	15
	-
	-
	20
	15
	-
	10
	-
	-
	182

	  6. Marcos Vilenha (BRA)
	15
	12
	15
	-
	10
	12
	10
	15
	-
	12
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	101


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Points
	20
	15
	12
	10
	8
	6
	4
	3
	2
	1


* BMW scholarship drivers

USA: Summary – Champion profile – Statistics. 

Formula BMW USA 2004. 

As the 140 bhp racing cars scorch through the banked turn side by side before hitting the the home straight, thousands of spectators rise to their feet. Most have them have actually come to the tradition-steeped Indianapolis Motor Speedway solely to watch the Formula One Grand Prix due to start in a few hours’ time. But right now they are enthralled by the Formula BMW USA race in progress. When one of their compatriots – 19-year-old Matt Jaskol from Las Vegas – takes the chequered flag, they celebrate the exultant winner with a standing ovation.

This guest appearance at Indianapolis is arguably the highlight of a debut season that has proved to be an all-round success. “Formula BMW USA has established itself as the most important junior series in American open 
wheel racing”, summarized BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. 
“The competition was very close and almost all 14 races proved exciting right up to the final turn.” 

Reflecting the balance of the series was the fact that eight drivers made it 
onto the podium while 20 managed to collect points. Four of them – Jaskol and fellow-American Jonathan Summerton, just 16, Andreas Wirth (19) 
from Germany and Canadian James Hinchcliffe (18) – were still in contention for the title before the concluding races of the season at Laguna Seca. In 
the end, Wirth proved the most consistent driver and took the championship. 

The season left no doubt as to the wealth of young talent in the North American motor racing scene. Apart from Hinchcliffe and Summerton, Formula rookies such as 15-year-old Graham Rahal (son of the living legend of US racing, Bobby Rahal), Californians Tom Sutherland (15) and Billy Johnson (18), Tom Milner of Virginia and Trevor Daley from Canada (both 18) also attracted attention. “They have learnt a great deal this year”, said Mario Theissen. But in 2005, the up-and-coming junior drivers will face a new, perhaps even more difficult task: they will have to demonstrate their maturity.

Winners Formula BMW USA 2004.

It was clear from the very first race weekend that anyone aspring to the 2004 Formula BMW USA title would have to get past Andreas Wirth. The German driver competing for Team HBR Motorsport secured a commanding win in each of the two inaugural races at Lime Rock Park, took the lead in the overall rankings and defended it up to the final race.

The 19-year-old from Waghäusel profited from his consistency: “Andreas finished in the top five in all fourteen races”, noted BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. “None of his rivals was anywhere near as consistent as 
he was.” Time and again, the Heidelberg-born driver managed to draw on the experience he had gleaned over the previous two years as a driver in the German Formula BMW ADAC Championship. Next season Andreas Wirth wants to move up to the next career rung – and cause a stir in Formula 3.

Over the last few months, 18-year-old James Hinchcliffe has had little time to devote to his acting passion. The Canadian’s diary has been too packed. But on the outside, at any rate, Hinchcliffe never showed any sign of the dual strain of being in his final school year and marking his Formula BMW USA debut season. Ever cheerful, with a permanent smile on his face and as determined as anyone in the race, the sunshine boy from Ontario will have gained plenty of new fans this year. “James improved with every race this season”, BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen lauded his performance.

Hinchcliffe’s well-earned reward was to win the Rookie Championship, which secures the BMW scholarship driver 40,000 dollars for next year as well, along with a place in BMW’s education and coaching programme. With this backing, the Team AIM Autosport driver will be gunning for overall victory in 2005. Hinchcliffe’s chances of achieving that are good – so long as his learning curve continues on its upward path. 

Formula BMW USA  2004.

	Drivers
	Lime Rock Park
	Montréal 

F1
	Indianapolis F1
	Cleveland
	Road America
	Denver
	Laguna Seca
	Total

	
1.
Andreas Wirth (GER)
	20
	20
	8
	12
	15
	15
	10
	15
	20
	12
	12
	10
	20
	12
	201

	
2.
*James Hinchcliffe (CAN)
	15
	8
	15
	15
	10
	12
	15
	12
	-
	20
	20
	20
	12
	-
	174

	
3.
*Jonathan Summerton (USA)
	10
	-
	20
	8
	20
	10
	20
	20
	-
	15
	8
	2
	15
	15
	163

	
4.
Matt Jaskol (USA)
	-
	15
	12
	20
	-
	20
	12
	-
	12
	10
	15
	15
	10
	20
	161

	
5.
Billy Johnson (USA)
	8
	6
	6
	10
	8
	8
	4
	4
	8
	8
	3
	4
	8
	3
	88

	
6.
Brian Frisselle (USA)
	6
	12
	-
	-
	1
	6
	6
	10
	15
	6
	1
	-
	3
	2
	68

	
7.
*Graham Rahal (USA)
	1
	-
	-
	-
	2
	1
	3
	6
	10
	4
	10
	12
	6
	8
	63

	
8.
*Tom Milner (USA)
	3
	3
	3
	4
	6
	-
	8
	8
	-
	2
	6
	6
	-
	1
	50

	
9.
Lawson Aschenbach (USA)
	-
	-
	-
	6
	3
	-
	2
	2
	6
	3
	4
	8
	-
	10
	44

	10.
Kyle Herder (CAN)
	-
	-
	10
	3
	-
	3
	-
	-
	3
	-
	2
	3
	4
	6
	34


Formula BMW USA 2004 – Rookies.

	Drivers
	Lime Rock Park
	Montreal 

F1
	Indianapolis F1
	Cleveland
	Road America
	Denver
	Laguna Seca
	Total

	
1.
*James Hinchcliffe (CAN)
	20
	20
	15
	20
	15
	20
	15
	15
	-
	20
	20
	20
	15
	8
	223

	
2.
*Jonathan Summerton (USA)
	15
	3
	20
	15
	20
	15
	20
	20
	8
	15
	12
	10
	20
	20
	213 

	
3.
*Graham Rahal (USA)
	8
	8
	4
	-
	8
	10
	10
	10
	20
	12
	15
	15
	12
	15
	147 

	
4.
*Tom Milner (USA)
	12
	15
	12
	12
	12
	8
	12
	12
	-
	10
	10
	12
	8
	10
	145 

	
5.
*Tom Sutherland (USA)
	4
	6
	6
	10
	6
	6
	8
	8
	15
	4
	8
	8
	10
	12
	111

	
6.
Alexis Fenton (USA)
	2
	4
	2
	8
	4
	3
	-
	-
	10
	8
	6
	6
	6
	6
	65

	
7.
Derek Burseth (USA)
	3
	2
	3
	6
	-
	2
	-
	4
	12
	6
	4
	4
	4
	4
	54

	
8.
Federico Montoya (COL)
	-
	-
	10
	-
	10
	12
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	32

	
9.
*Trevor Daley (CAN)
	10
	12
	-
	-
	-
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	26

	10.
Alan Sciuto (USA)
	6
	10
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	16


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Points
	20
	15
	12
	10
	8
	6
	4
	3
	2
	1


* BMW scholarship drivers

Asia: Summary – Champion profile – Statistics. 

Formula BMW Asia 2004. 

In April 2004, Formula BMW Asia embarked on its second season. 
The series had attracted a truly pan-Asian field with drivers from as far afield as Bahrain and Morocco and, closer to home, Malaysia, Hong Kong, 
China, the Philippines, Thailand, Japan, Taiwan and South Korea.

The 2004 season began as a support race to Bahrain’s first Formula One Grand Prix, before moving to Malaysia’s F1-standard Sepang International Circuit, the Bira Circuit in Thailand, Beijing, the Autopolis Circuit in Japan 
and Shanghai International Circuit, where the series formed part of China’s inaugural Formula One Grand Prix. The season ended at South Korea’s Taebaek Circuit.

At each event, the cream of Asia’s most talented single-seater juniors did not disappoint, providing some of the most exciting – and hard-fought – racing to be found anywhere. It was not just the Championship and Rookie Cup points that were at stake, but also the personal milestones and rivalries which developed within the field that made the racing so spectacular from the start of the very first race in April to the final chequered flag in October.

In addition to 2004 Formula BMW Asia Champion Marchy Lee (Hong Kong), who dominated the season, and Rookie Cup winner Mehdi Bennani (Morocco), there were many drivers who made their mark this year.

One of the most notable was Tyson Sy of the Philippines, who turned 17 in October. In his second season, Sy’s potential really came to the fore and he seriously challenged Lee on several occasions. One of the five 
BMW scholarship drivers this year, You Kyong-Ouk (Korea), also made his mark on the series, finishing second in the championship standings 
with seven podium finishes. You has benefited enormously from the comprehensive education and coaching programme, and his fitness and driving technique are unrecognisable compared with his first race in 2003.

Winners Formula BMW Asia 2004.
Hong Kong’s Marchy Lee Ying Kin (Team Meritus) set out at the start of 
this season vowing to leave an indelible mark on Formula BMW Asia. Twelve victories and ten pole positions later, nobody could argue that he hadn’t achieved his goal. The 28-year-old was already a household name in his native Hong Kong when he joined Formula BMW Asia, having started his career racing karts at the age of 15 before going on to compete in both Europe and Asia. 

With considerably more experience than the other drivers in the field, the reason Lee signed up for the 2004 series was to increase his profile at home and make a name for himself across Asia – and the series has undoubtedly helped him in that regard. Standing on the top step of the podium in Shanghai during China’s first Formula One Grand Prix was the highlight of Lee’s season: “I still smile every time I think about my race in Shanghai. To hear the Chinese national anthem made me prouder than anything else I have ever achieved.”

Mehdi Bennani (Team Meritus) is an extraordinary driver. The 20-year-old has the distinction of being Morocco’s only single-seater racing driver and has the backing of the King of Morocco. A focussed young man, he takes his responsibility as a role model for youngsters in his country considering a motor sport career as seriously as he does his racing.

 “We can see the beginnings of a huge interest in motor sport in my country because of my taking part in Formula BMW Asia”, he said. As well as counting the King of his country amongst his most enthusiastic supporters, Bennani has racing in his blood courtesy of his mother, Samira, the world’s only female African Arab rally driver. Mother and son plan to compete in the Paris–Dakar Rally next year. Invaluable to Bennani this year has also been the support of his friend and mentor, 2000 French Formula 3 Champion Jonathan Cochet, who has been teaching and coaching the young Moroccan throughout the season.

Formula BMW Asia 2004.

	Drivers
	Bahrain 

F1
	Sepang
	Bira
	Peking
	Autopolis
	Shanghai

 F1
	Taebaek
	Total

	  1.
Marchy Lee (HKG)
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	10
	20
	20
	20
	-
	20
	20
	250

	  2.
You Kyong-Ouk (KOR)
	15
	12
	15
	12
	15
	10
	12
	2
	4
	6
	2
	15
	4
	-
	124 

	  3.
Mehdi Bennani (MAR)
	10
	8
	-
	15
	12
	12
	8
	15
	8
	12
	-
	12
	-
	12
	124

	  4.
Hanss Lin (TPE)
	12
	6
	-
	-
	10
	15
	15
	20
	12
	-
	3
	-
	12
	15
	120

	  5.
Tyson Sy (PHI)
	-
	15
	12
	10
	6
	1
	2
	-
	15
	15
	12
	2
	10
	8
	108

	  6.
Sheikk Salman 

Bin Rashid Al Khalifa (BRN)
	3
	2
	6
	3
	8
	8
	10
	12
	6
	2
	-
	10
	8
	6
	84

	  7.
Dado Pena (PHI)
	8
	10
	10
	8
	4
	-
	1
	8
	10
	-
	10
	8
	6
	-
	83

	  8.
*Hamed Al Fardan (BRN)
	-
	-
	8
	6
	-
	4
	6
	-
	-
	10
	15
	6
	15
	10
	80

	  9.
*Nik Iruwan Nik Izani 

 (MAL)
	1
	-
	-
	1
	1
	-
	4
	6
	3
	 1
	-
	20
	1
	4
	42

	10.
*Robert T. Boughey 

 (THA)
	2
	4
	1
	2
	3
	2
	-
	4
	-
	8
	8
	-
	2
	3
	39


Formula BMW Asia 2004 – Rookies.

	Drivers
	Bahrain 

F1
	Sepang
	Bira
	Peking
	Autopolis
	Shanghai

 F1
	Taebaek
	Total

	  1. 
Mehdi Bennani (MAR)
	20
	20
	-
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	-
	15
	8
	20
	223

	  2. *Robert T. Boughey (THA)
	12
	15
	12
	12
	15
	10
	10
	12
	10
	12
	15
	-
	15
	10
	160 

	  3. *Hamed Al Fardan (BRN)
	-
	10
	20
	15
	-
	15
	15
	-
	-
	15
	20
	12
	20
	15
	157

	  4. *Nik Iruwan Nik Izani (MAL)
	10
	8
	10
	10
	12
	8
	12
	15
	15
	8
	-
	20
	12
	12
	152 

	  5. *Han Han (CHN)
	15
	12
	15
	-
	8
	12
	8
	10
	12
	10
	12
	10
	10
	8
	142

	  6. *Gaby Dela Merced (PHI)
	8
	6
	8
	8
	10
	6
	6
	8
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	60


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Points
	20
	15
	12
	10
	8
	6
	4
	3
	2
	1
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