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Formula BMW Europe

	Date
	
	12 July 2009

	Subject
	
	Formula BMW Europe: Rounds 7&8, 10 – 12 July, Nürburgring.


Nasr Takes Win and Christensen Second. 
Nürburgring, 12 July 2009. The Formula BMW Europe competitors experienced their first wet racing conditions today in Germany after the heavens opened shortly before their second race of the Nürburgring weekend. However, this did not stop the progress of championship front runners, Felipe Nasr (BR/Eurointernational) and Michael Christensen (DK/Mücke Motorsport), who came first and second, while third was William Buller (GB/Fortec Motorsport).

Due to the dangerous conditions the cars had to follow the Safety Car for the first two laps, so the action didn’t really start until it pulled off. Once racing started the first competitor to get caught out by the treacherous conditions was Gregoire Demoustier (FR/Räikkonen Robertson Racing). However, the same didn’t happen to Nasr who led the field from Buller and Christensen.  These three, along with Daniel Juncadella (ES/Eurointernational) and Robin Frijns (NL/Josef Kaufmann Racing), pulled away from the rest of the field. As Nasr put in fastest lap after fastest lap he increased his lead by an average of about a second a lap, so when the chequered flag came out he was over eight seconds ahead of Christensen, who had passed Buller on lap nine.

The race was not incident free with collisions between Kazeem Manzur (GB/Josef Kaufmann Racing) and David Mengesdorf (DE/Eifelland Racing) on lap three and Jack Harvey (GB/Fortec Motorsport) and Javier Tarancon (ES/DAMS) on lap seven.
Frijns was quickest Rookie again, while a couple of places behind him was Olivier Lombard (FR/Eurointernational). The Frenchman was having a good run to second in the  Rookie Cup, matching his previous best result in this class from Zandvoort. 
While Nasr had worked hard on the track, it was his team who had worked hard off it. After his problems in race one they had worked until 1am this morning and then returned to the track at 5am. They had changed the engines on both cars of Nasr and Juncadella and so first and fourth was a fitting reward for the hard work.
1st  – Round 8: Felipe Nasr (BR/Eurointernational): “I am very happy as I had a really great race. This is what I was hoping for from the weekend. I made a very good start and just kept putting in good laps to take the win. The conditions were very tricky and the best way to drive was to be very consistent. I was very calm and relaxed and doing my job.“ 

2nd - Round 8: Michael Christensen (DK/Mücke Motorsport): “I think it was a good decision to start behind the Safety Car, as it would have been very exciting in the first corner without it. I just tried to keep the others behind me at the start while following the front guys. In the end I managed to make it up to William Buller and take second from him. Nasr was too fast for me today and it is difficult when there are drivers in between us. I am satisfied with the result as it was good to be on the podium. I knew Buller was faster than me in the last sector, so I just tried to do that sector well and got close to him and made a move in the fifth corner.“

3rd - Round 8: William Buller (GB/Fortec Motorsport): “Yesterday I started third and struggled a bit as the rear tyres went off and I slipped back. Today the track was very slippery, but you just had to be consistent and every lap was within a second.Michael Christensen was really fast, but I felt there was no point defending hard at that point with two laps to go, as I didn’t want to go off. I wanted to get some points on the board. It is great to be up there and the team did a great job so thanks to them“. 

7th – Round 8 and 2nd Rookie: Olivier Lombard (FR/Eurointernational): “I think it was one of my best races. Today was my first race in the rain, so the result was great and the car was really good. I tried to keep in touch with Rupert Svensden-Cook in front of me, but it was a bit risky to try to overtake him and so I decided not to take a risk and get a result.“
Provisional Results Race 2*
1. Felipe Nasr (BR/Eurointernational) 25:49.239
2. Michael Christensen(DK/Mücke Motorsport)  25:57.943
3. William Buller (GB/Fortec Motorsport)  26:01.786
4. Daniel Juncadella (Es/Eifelland Racing) 26:05.851

5. Robin Frijns (NL/Josef Kaufmann Racing) R  26:09.710
6. Rupert Svendsen-Cook (GB/Räikkonen Robertson Racing) 26:19.345 

7. Olivier Lombard (FR/Eurointernational) R 26:19.778

8 Facu Regalia (ES/Josef Kaufmann Racing)  26:24.814
9. Jazeman Jaafar (MY/Eifelland Racing) 26:25.713

10. David Mengesdorf (DE/Eifelland Racing) 26:30.514

11. Timmy Hansen (SE/Mücke Motorsport) R 26:34.475
12. Jim Pla (FR/DAMS) 26:34.771

13. Doru Sechelariu (RO/Fisichella Motor Sport International SPA) 26:35.906
14. Côme Ledogar (FR/DAMS)  26:37.240
15. Javier Tarancon (ES/DAMS)  26:39.653
16. Kevin Gilardoni (IT/Fisichella Motor Sport International SPA) 26:51.172
17. Jack Te Braak (NL/Mücke Motorsport) R 26:54.143
18. George Katsinis (GR/Eifelland Racing) R 27:02.370
19. Mikkel Mac (DK/Motaworld Racing Europe Ltd) R 27:05.951
Not classified

Jack Harvey (GB/Fortec Motorsport) R  7 laps
Antonio Martinez (ES/Fortec Motorsport ) R 6 laps
Gregoire Demoustier (Fr/Räikkonen Robertson Racing) 4 laps
Kazeem Manzur  (GB/Josef Kaufmann Racing) 3 laps

Excluded from the results and given a ten place grid penalty for the next race for forcing another competitor off the track.
Ramon Pineiro (ES/Fisichella Motor Sport International SPA)

Fastest Lap: Felipe Nasr (BR/Eurointernational) 2:24.313 on lap 9
R – Rookie Driver  

*The results are provisional pending results of a further detailed technical inspection

Standings after Round 8
Drivers: 1. Felipe Nasr 186, 2. Michael Christensen 183, 3. Robin Frijns R 151, 4. Daniel Juncadella 130, 5. Jack Harvey R 83, 6. Kazeem Manzur 80, 7. Facu Regalia 79, 8. David Mendesdorf 64, 9. Jazeman Jafaar 63, 10. Rupert Svendsen-Cook 62, 11. William Buller 58, 12. Timmy Hansen 49, 13. Jim Pla 43, 14. Javier Tarancon 34, 15. Olivier Lombard 33,16. Doru Sechelariu 25, 17. Ramon Pineiro 17, 18. Côme Ledogar 15, 19. Ollie Millroy and Jack Te Braak R 13, 21. Mikkel Mac R 4, 22. Gregoire Demoustier 3, 23. George Katsinis R and Kevin Gilardoni 2.   

Teams: 1. Eurointernational 157, 2. Josef Kaufmann Racing 147, 3. Mücke Motorsport 106, 4. Fortec Motorsport 64, 5. Eifelland Racing 63, 6. Räikkonen Robertson Racing 31.5, 7. DAMS 21, 8. Fisichella Motorsport International SPA 14, 9. Motaworld Racing Europe Ltd 9
	Date
	Country
	Circuit
	Rounds

	8-10 May
	Spain
	Barcelona
	1&2

	12-14 June
	The Netherlands
	Zandvoort
	3&4

	19-21 June
	Great Britain
	Silverstone
	5&6

	10-12 July
	Germany
	Nürburgring
	7&8

	24-26 July
	Hungary
	Budapest
	9&10

	21-23 August
	Spain
	Valencia
	11&12

	28-30 August
	Belgium
	Spa-Francorchamps
	13&14

	11-13 September
	Italy
	Monza
	15&16
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