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BMW Motorsport 2001

The new BMW M3 GTR as a highlight alongside Formula 1

Continuity and new beginning at the same time

Munich. Parallel to Formula 1 racing BMW will once again be participating in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS) in 2001. The third season of the long distance series is seeing something of a renaissance: BMW is now going for gold with a racing version of the new M3 in the GT category.

The new BMW M3 GTR drives with the power of a V8 engine. Four of the coupés are being built at BMW Motorsport in Munich. Two of these will start their racing career under the well-established leadership of team manager Charly Lamm and his team of specialists from BMW and from Schnitzer Motorsport. 

In the races, usually lasting 2 hours 45 minutes and a maximum of 12 hours, two drivers take turns at the wheel. One of the BMW duos is the established BMW drivers JJ Lehto from Finland and the German Jörg Müller, the other consists of the newcomers Fredrik Ekblom (S) and Dirk Müller (D). 

The other two BMW M3 GTRs are being used by the American BMW Team PTG. BMW star Hans-Joachim Stuck is one of the regular drivers.

BMW WilliamsF1 Team in its second year

After gaining third place in its debut season, BMW aims to defend this ranking in the Formula 1 world championship constructors' category and also catch up on the established leaders. To this end, a completely new BMW V10-cylinder has been developed in Munich. Ralf Schumacher's new team colleague is Juan Pablo Montoya.

Development of customer sport and promotion of young talent

The fastest BMW customer in 2001 can buy an improved kit for the successful BMW 320i DTC. Last year, private drivers won the titles in Germany and Holland with the near-standard touring car. BMW responded to the new European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) according to super production regulations by bringing out a new customer vehicle based largely on the 320i DTC.

Participation in the young talent events BMW ADAC Formula Junior Cup and BMW Formula ADAC Championship has also been extended. Now in its eleventh year, this renowned talent school has once again undergone technical improvements and steps towards internationalisation.

With the new BMW M3 GTR in the ALMS 2001

The legend lives on

A tough act to follow

It is a lot to live up to. The new racing car with which BMW is starting in the ALMS in 2001 bears the name of the most successful touring car of all times: BMW M3. From 1987 to the end of 1992 alone, heyday of this machine, BMW won over 50 championships and over 1500 individual victories.

The new M3 enters the motor racing stage as a grand touring car (GT), prepared according to the regulations of the Automobile Club de l’Ouest (A.C.O.), as tendered for the 24 Hours of Le Mans and adopted by the ALMS. In name, the new racing version goes back to the first BMW M3 GTR, in which Johnny Cecotto immediately won the ADAC GT Cup in 1993.

A powerful heart beats beneath the bulky silhouette of the BMW M3 GTR: a 4-litre V8 engine. "V8 engines", emphasises BMW Motorsport director Dr. Mario Theissen, "continue to be highly popular in North America." BMW offers V8 engines in the models 540i, M5, 740i, X5 and Z8. "The new engine of the M3 GTR is a high revving naturally aspirated engine quite in the tradition of M technology."

In keeping with the A.C.O. rules, BMW Motorsport will produce a small series of the GTR. The vehicle is designed for customer sport, but road registration can be provided on request.

North America is BMW's most important foreign market. With 200,445 vehicles sold in the USA and Canada in 2000, there has been a sales increase of 22% over the previous year. Gerhard Berger emphasises: "Our American customers are particularly interested in the most sporty BMW models – nowhere in the world are so many M vehicles purchased as in the USA." Amongst the ranks of these BMW drivers, an excellently organised fan community has come into existence which cheered on the predecessor model at the race track last time. 

The decision in favour of the BMW M3 GTR project was taken in the autumn of 2000. "Relatively late for a new development," admits Berger. "But we worked all out on development over the winter and have put together a strong team."

Strong team

The new BMW M3 GTR is going into the very best hands – both the BMW Motorsport Team with the Schnitzer team from Freilassing and the American BMW Team PTG have already made BMW Motorsport history. 

The BMW Motorsport Team consists of BMW technicians and the Schnitzer Motorsport crew. With Freilassing group, BMW has already won over 20 national and international championships since 1966. The most recent major triumph dates back to June 13th 1999, when the sports prototype BMW V12 LMR crossed the line first in Le Mans.

There can hardly be a single driver in this team who is not completely at ease and willing to give his very best in return. JJ Lehto has been particularly loyal to Bavaria. The Fin came to BMW at the beginning of 1997 and was part of the team's first GT exposure. He finished second in the FIA GT Championships with the super sports car McLaren BMW. He was also the spearhead of the team when the open prototype BMW V12 LMR came on the scene in 1999. He gained the first victory with this car together with Tom Kristensen and his current racing partner Jörg Müller (D).

Just like Lehto (35), the three-and-a-half year younger Müller also comes from Formula racing. Both have Formula 1 experience – Lehto raced in Grands Prix for five years, Müller has been a sought-after test driver since 1997, most recently in this function for BMW. Both are amongst the fastest in their trade and are not dissimilar in personality and humour. When they both drive the same car, it is easy to draw comparisons. Their friendship and competitive spirit are characterised by openness.

Whilst Lehto and Müller are already established drivers, the second driver duo is new on board: Fredrik Ekblom and Dirk Müller. The 30-year-old Swede Ekblom made an impression as a Formula racing driver initially in Europe, then went into American motor racing and established himself on both sides of the Atlantic in sports car circles. Since 1998 he has been driving touring cars too. He has been once champion and once runner-up in the Swedish Touring Car Championship in a BMW 320i.

Dirk Müller does not need to have the ALMS tracks explained to him either. The youngster – the baby of the team at only 25 – is defending champion in the GT category. He won four times in this category in the 2000 season. After his Formula 3 career, Müller was brought into the Porsche Junior Team and had his greatest successes to date under this banner – in particular winning the Carrera Cup in 1998.

Tom Milner of German origin leads the BMW Team PTG which achieved great success for BMW North America with the predecessor model of the M3: winning the GT category three times in succession in 1996, 1997 and 1998, and a category victory with the first racing version of the current M3 in 2000.

PTG can boast reputable drivers for its two new BMW M3 GTR in 2001, too: in addition to the established Hans-Joachim Stuck, who celebrated his 50th birthday on January 1st and who has driven several racing versions of the BMW M3 for Milner in the ALMS, there are also the regular drivers Boris Said (USA), Niclas Jönsson (S) and Bill Auberlen (USA). Auberlen drove for BMW from 1998 to 2000. He started out in the International Sports Racing Series and later ran the ALMS in the BMW V12 LMR.

Sports car successes

BMW has entered the ALMS since 1999, the debut year of the series – and was immediately successful. The very first start with the then brand new BMW V12 LMR in the twelve-hour race in Sebring brought victory: Kristensen, Letho and Müller won in Florida. Not only did the car thus have a brilliant introduction to the ALMS, it also passed the test and dress rehearsal for the 24-hours of Le Mans. There, the Sebring victory trio dropped out after an 18-hour lead, but team colleagues Yannick Dalmas/Pierluigi Martini/Joachim Winkelhock took the sister car to a victory against probably the toughest field ever in the history of this long-distance classic.

All in all BMW gained five victories out of seven entries with the V12 LMR in 1999, with at least one place on the podium every time. In the 2000 season, BMW entered the 1999 car in the ALMS again and still won two races against the new cars of the competition in Charlotte and Silverstone – thanks to Lehto and Müller.

Smart history
The American racing public learnt to appreciate the significance of the three letters BMW back in the seventies: drivers such as Hans-Joachim Stuck, Dieter Quester, Sam Posey and Brian Redman lined up for the 'Bavarian Motor Works' in the International Motor Sports Association Series (IMSA) back then with the BMW 3.0 CSL. In 1975, the lightweight coupé, powered by a 3.5 litre 6-cylinder with a good 480 bhp and 4-valve technology, won five out of twelve IMSA races. At the end of the seventies, the BMW 320 was used in America with a turbo engine, and at the beginning of the eighties with the BMW Formula 1 turbo engine extended to a capacity of two litres.

Technology of the BMW M3 GTR

A long distance sports car with a V8 heart

M3 extreme

The BMW M3 GTR for the ALMS 2001 is a BMW of superlative stature: the M3 is already sporty, the M3 GTR is extreme counterpart, surpassed only by its racing version.

The essential difference from the M3 lie in the driver train: the GTR drives with the power of a V8 instead of a 6-cylinder engine and has a conventional 6-speed transmission. The sequential gearshift provided in the road version of the BMW M3 is not permitted by racing regulations. 

In terms of external dimensions, the M3 GTR outdoes the M3 with a 7 cm front apron extended forward, which has the function of enhancing aerodynamics, a rear extension of 5 cm and a superstructure lowering of around 2 cm.

The racing and road versions of the GTR essentially differ in safety-related modifications for racing use, including the cleared interior with welded safety cell made of highly rigid precision steel tubing, the fast filling system and the even more precise racing chassis with more powerful brakes.

Development in record time

The racing version of the BMW M3 GTR was created in record time on the basis of the M3 GT, which was used in the previous year by the BMW Team PTG. A team of not quite 40 developed a new car with a new engine and its own engine electronic system under the leadership of Albert Biermann in less than six months in Munich.

Albert Biermann, today head of sports and touring car technology at BMW Motorsport, has worked as an engineer for BMW since 1983. He moved from chassis development for two years to BMW Motorsport in 1986 and was at the time a key test engineer involved in the development of the legendary racing touring car of the time, the BMW M3. After further years in vehicle development, he spent three years with BMW North America and until his return to motor racing in June 2000 he was responsible for chassis development with BMW M GmbH. At BMW Motorsport he also heads development for DTC and ETCC projects as well as developing the BMW M3 GTR.

It was not until the last few days of September 2000 that the decision was made to go ahead with the BMW M3 GTR project for the ALMS 2001. By mid-January the construction phase was completed. At the beginning of February sample construction of the first vehicle was started, with the support of the Schnitzer crew, and engine construction was started in mid-February. The first V8 racing engine was run on the test bench for the first time on February 20th, and on March 3rd a functional test followed on the BMW test circuit in Ismaning near Munich, with a brief run on the company's own testing ground in Miramas, Southern France. 

The engine

The powerful heart of the GTR with over 400 bhp and in racing rig is a V8 engine: a short stroke, high revving power unit much in the tradition of the M engines and chosen for the BMW M3 GTR not least due to its compactness. With a bank angle of 90 degrees and a flat oil pan thanks to dry sump lubrication, it was possible to install the engine in the M3. Lengthwise, the 4-litre V8 takes up the space of two cylinders less than the in-line 6-cylinder, making a new cooling concept possible. Directly behind the front apron with the powerful cooling air inlet the radiator (left) and the oil cooler (right) next to each other at an oblique angle. The outlets for air, collected by both cooling devices from below, are visible on the bonnet. 

"This radiator positioning is not only thermally but also aerodynamically a very efficient solution", says BMW Motorsport director Dr. Mario Theissen with some satisfaction. "In this way we were able to generate good downforce without significantly increasing air resistance." The coolers for the gearbox and differential are situated at the rear of the car.

For the engine with the model designation P60, the greatest challenge was to achieve sufficiently large flow cross-sections for the intake and exhaust side. The P60 is aspirated by two air restrictors as required by the regulations, which limit the intake cross-section to a diameter of 30.4 mm. The intake pipes are trumpet-shaped for optimum cylinder filling and can be seen above the radiator. 

"In addition to the effective design of the wind flow channels," says Reinhard Könneker, responsible for the construction of the P60, "the new V8 is characterised by an efficient combustion chamber design." The engine also has one rotary valve sleeve per cylinder and a completely new engine control system which was also developed internally in record time. Says Dr. Theissen: "All in all, it is highly efficient like all M engines and is therefore well suited to long distances races."
The block and cylinder head of the V8 engine are made of aluminium and were produced in the new BMW foundry in Landshut. Here, alongside the foundry which has existed for some time for the production of standard production engine blocks, the BMW Formula 1 engines are also made.

In the wind

The aerodynamic concept of the M3 GTR was initially developed on a 40% model in the wind tunnel and later optimised on a 1:1 scale. Whilst the front design is equally geared pressure on the front axle and optimum cooling air supply, the extended rear is used to increase the aerodynamic efficiency of the rear wing. The underbody is relatively smooth so as to further improve stability in the high speed range.

On bends

The final drive transmission is different from the road version of the GTR, however. In order to improve the efficiency of the drive train, a so-called step-up differential was developed for the racing version. In spite of a low differential it allows a low working angle of the transmission output shaft and contains a combination of viscous and multi-plate differential.

The racing version of the M3 GTR has a completely new chassis with welded steel hub carriers, larger track and slightly optimised axle kinematics as compared to the road version. The rack and pinion steering is electrohydraulically supported – aids other than this power steering such as ABS or traction control are prohibited by the regulations.

Whilst the unitary construction steel body and the welded safety cell in highly rigid steel ensure extreme rigidity, the M3 GTR also has a so-called front end propulsion field - like the basic M3 version - which increases driving precision, and a V-strut in the rear which improves the connection of the rear axle with the body.

The 100-litre safety filling system is housed in a safety pan made of carbon fibre and located below the luggage compartment and ensures that the M3 GTR can be one of the fastest in the pits too.

Vehicle data: BMW M3 GTR Racing Version for ALMS GT

Length:
4612 mm

Height:
approx. 1900 mm maximum as stipulated by 


regulations

Height:
approx. 1320 – 1330 mm depending on race track

Wheelbase:
2731 mm 

Track:
front 1609 mm, rear 1602 mm 

Vehicle weight:
1100 kg (minimum weight according to regulations)

Tank capacity:
100 litres maximum capacity according to 


regulations)

Chassis/body:
unitary construction steel body with welded safety 


cell made of highly rigid precision steel tubing; front 


and rear apron, bonnet, doors, front wing, rear fender 


extensions, rear wings, rear cover and roof outer 


layer made of -fibre reinforced plastic; smooth 


underbody made of aluminium sandwich sheeting, 


safety fuel tank pan below luggage compartment 


made of carbon-fibre reinforced plastic sandwich, 


pneumatic four-stamp rapid jack system

Transmission:
pulled triple disc carbon fibre clutch; straight cogged 


six-speed manual transmission with oil/air cooling at 


rear; single section aluminium steering shaft, step-up 


differential with viscous differential and mechanical 


spreader differential and multi-plate differential; steel 


drive shafts with tripod links

Front axle:
single pivot strut axle with friction-reduced strut 


bearings; four-position adjustable shock absorbers; 


welded hub carriers in steel design; anti-roll bar with 


adjustment rods 

Rear axle:
Central link-arm axle with welded longitudinal link in 


steel and double wishbone; four-position adjustable 


shock absorbers with adjustment rods

Brake system:
Front axle:


Six-piston monoblock aluminium callipers; inner-


vented grey cast iron brake discs with 380 mm 


diameter 


Rear axle:


Four-piston monoblock aluminium callipers; inner-


vented grey cast iron brake discs with 313 mm 


diameter

Steering:
Rack and pinion steering with electro hydraulic 


power support

Wheels:
Forged aluminium rims in ten double-spoke design 


with integrated drive pegs, diameter 18 inches, width 


11 inches

Tyres:
Michelin racing tyres in the dimensions


27/65-18 (front) and 27/68-18 (rear)

Engine specifications BMW V8

Type:
8-cylinder V naturally aspirated engine with 90 


degree bench angle

Capacity:
3997 cc

Stroke x bore:
94 x 72 mm

Compression:
13 : 1

Max. output:
over 400 bhp at approx. 7500 rpm

Max. torque:
approx. 480 Nm at approx. 5500 rpm

Max. engine 

speed:
approx. 8500 rpm

Cylinder block:
Dual section rigid bedplate construction in aluminium 


with nikasil coated and exposure-honed liners

Pistons:
Forged box pistons

Connecting rods:
Highly rigid steel

Cylinder head:
Rigid aluminium construction with spherical valve 


arrangement, four valves per cylinder

Valve operating

mechanism:
Four upper camshafts, chain drive, mechanical 


bucket tappets

Intake system:
Rotary valve sleeves, air collector made of  carbon-


fibre reinforced plastic with load change optimised 


swing tubes two air restrictors with a diameter of 


30.4 mm

Exhaust system:
High-performance header with silencer and side 


outlet

Fuel system:
Single cylinder injection with one injection valve per 


cylinder, injection pressure approx. 5 bar

Lubrication 

system:
Dry sump with oil tank in luggage compartment

Cooling:
Water/air and oil/air cooler 

Flywheel:
Steel

Fuel:
Uniform fuel; premium unleaded

Electrical system/electronics

Engine:
BMW ECU 12A-V8 with three powerful 


microprocessors, external ignition drivers close to 


spark plugs, eight individual ignition coils. CAN 


interface, grid switchover function confirmable by 


driver, individual cylinder injection and ignition, pit 


speed limiter, engine logbook

Vehicle:
Four bi-xenon headlamps with special light module; 


multifunction steering wheel with six special 


functions; carbon-fibre reinforced racing display 


programmable multifunctional LCD display and 


integrated switch lamps


special racing safety wiring harness according to MIL 


specifications


42-channel data recording system


automatic electronic fuse system
Portraits and biographies

Schnitzer Motorsport

Globetrotters from Southern Bavaria

Freilassing is a pleasant town with a population of 15,000, situated at the point where Germany stops and Austria begins and the mountains start to get higher. 7 kilometres from Salzburg, somewhere between the idyllic Alps and Mozart's birthplace. Schnitzer has been based in Freilassing since 1936. The company began as an automobile dealership which has been a BMW dealership since 1966, and was later expanded to include "Schnitzer Automotive Technology" with engine tuning and BMW accessories. In addition to these active business fields, the premises are also shared by the department of passion: Schnitzer Motorsport GmbH, founded in 1963. With BMW, the team has written motor racing history.

The first championship was won by Josef Schnitzer in 1966, the first touring car champion in a BMW. "He was one of the first three touring drivers to do a lap on the old 22-kilometre Nürburgring under ten minutes," says Herbert Schnitzer, the head of the entire company, as he remembers his brother who died in 1978 after a car accident. 

Schnitzer now has almost two dozen championships to its name. The team won the European Touring Car Championship three times with BMW. After winning the German Touring Car Championship in 1989, victories followed in Italy, England, Japan and South East Asia. In 1995 Schnitzer won the German Super Touring Cup with Joachim Winkelhock in a BMW 320i, and in 1997 the team were runners-up in the FIA GT Championship with the super sports car McLaren BMW. In 1998, Johnny Cecotto won the German Super Touring Car Championship again in a BMW 320i, and this was followed by successes with the BMW V12 LMR, crowned by victory at the 24-hours of Le Mans in 1999.

This list of feats reflects an exemplary success rate and extreme versatility. "This is because BMW technology is so good and Charly is such a powerful force," reveals Herbert Schnitzer.

'Charly' is Karl Lamm, who became team manager in 1980 at the age of 25 having just finished a university degree. Charly is Herbert's half brother and has a twin brother, Dieter Lamm, who takes care of logistics and is always on the scene at races.

Schnitzer Motorsport is a family business, not just because of the family connections at management level but also for the 30 employees. Fluctuation is minimal, and staff are proud to work for a company they feel is their home.

The strategist Charly Lamm

There is probably nothing Charly Lamm would not listen to or look at if he hoped to be able to learn or find out something new. Identifying improvements, devising more refined solutions than the competition, knowing why the team in the neighbouring pits is already filling up with fuel – these are the things which captivate him and drive him.

A typical scene on a Saturday after a qualification training: Charly Lamm is standing in the pits and thinking. An index finger at the tip of his nose indicates the depth and complexity of his thoughts. For team members, this body language is very clear. It means: "I am not here." They run around him as if he were a neglected toolbox.

Then Charly comes back: the index finger goes down, he looks around at everyone – and the others register that he wants their attention. The team manager thinks aloud about tyre choice, suspension settings and strategy. The crew's suggestions are integrated and everything is repeated once again. When Charly then says: "Right then, off to work," everyone knows exactly what to do and gets straight down to it.

A typical image on a Sunday after a race: Charly is beaming from one ear to the other. He is happy but seems a little stiff: even after all those victories he will show a touch of embarrassment when somebody expresses their respect. This is because he knows something that his admirers cannot know: how things could have been even better.

Sports record:

1966
1st place in German Championship (BMW 2000 ti)

1968-1971 
Berg European championships (BMW)

1975
1st place in Formula 2 European Championship 


(Martini BMW)

1976
2nd place in Brand World Championship (BMW 3.0 


CSL)

1978
1st place in German Racing Championship 


(BMW 320)

1980/81/83/87/

88/91/92/94/98
victory in Touring Car Race in Macau (BMW)

1983/86/88
1st place in Touring Car European Championship  


(BMW 635 CSi and BMW M3)

1985/86/88/90/95
victory 24-Hour Race Spa-Francorchamps/B (BMW)

1989/91
victory in 24-Hour Race Nürburgring (BMW)

1989
1st place in German and Italian Touring Car


Championship

1989-1992 
German Touring Car Championship (BMW M3), a 


total of 14 wins

1990
1st place in Italian Touring Car Championship 


(BMW M3)

1993
1st place in British Touring Car Championship


(BMW 318i)

1994
1st place in Asian Pacific Championship (BMW 318is)

1995
1st place in Japanese Touring Car Championship, 


1st place in ADAC Super Touring Car Cup (BMW 


320i)

1996
British Touring Car Championship (BMW 320i)

1997
2nd place in FIA GT Championship,


3rd place in 24 Hours of Le Mans (McLaren BMW) 

1998
German Super Touring Car Championship 


(BMW 320i) 

1999
1st place in 24 Hours of Le Mans,


2nd place in ALMS team ranking, participation in six 


of eight races, victory in Sebring, Sears Point, 


Laguna Seca, Las Vegas (BMW V12 LMR)

2000
2nd place in ALMS team ranking, participation in 


eleven of twelve races, victory in Charlotte and 


Silverstone (1999 BMW V12 LMR)

2001
BMW company team in ALMS (BMW M3 GTR)

Fredrik Ekblom

Swedish solution

One could also imagine the man as a boxer: Fredrik Ekblom does not have the jockey-type figure which racing car designers dream of. He is 1.87 metres tall, well trained and with a shoulder breadth one would not think could fit into a narrow Formula car. "Gerhard Berger was always a figure of hope for me because he promoted larger cockpits," says the 30-year old Swede, who has nonetheless driven Formula cars of almost all classes, with the sole exception of Formula 1.

His father has a small car dealership and always had an emotional connection to motor vehicles. He was happy when his son showed driving talent. Go-carts, motorcycles, automobiles – Fredrik always had something to drive. "From the very beginning it was the attraction of exercising control when at the limit. It can get a bit addictive." After go-carting, there were wins in Formula 3 and Formula 3000.

Family ties are still strong. Dad enjoys the races and a hot dog on the grandstand. Fredrik's sister Helene – also sporty by nature and a Swedish bodybuilding champion – looks after Fredrik's go-cart track in Örebro.

He opened this track in 1996. Back then, his driving career was going through a bad patch. After coming second in the British Formula 3000, he saw opportunities in America in 1992. He did well in the Indy Light Series at first, finishing 7th there in 1993, spent some time with Indy Cars and changed to the IMSA Series in 1995. After the second driver had an accident, the team withdrew – Ekblom had been leading the championship up until that time. He had a contract for 1996 with Indy Car Series, but this failed to materialise. This annoys him to this day: he cannot stand dishonesty.

After many individual racing appearances, including classics such as the 24 hours of Daytona and Le Mans, he had the opportunity to race in the Swedish Super Touring Car Championship for BMW. "Those were not exactly my dream cars at the time, " he admits," but it gave me the first chance since 1991 to drive a whole season and compete for a title." He won the championship. 

He says his strength is that he has no weaknesses. He means this seriously and does not sound the least bit arrogant. "I am not a bad qualifying driver, not a bad starter, I have no problems in rain, I rarely have accidents and hardly drop out." Not all intelligent Swedish solutions come from a furniture manufacturer.

Fredrik Ekblom (S)

Date/place of birth:
6th October 1970 / Örebro (S)

Resident in:
Örebro (S)

Family status:
married to Ulla-Carin

Hobbies:
snowmobile and jet ski, motocross

Sporting career:

1983-1988 Go-carting


over 30 victories in the Swedish national team


two entries in World Championship finals

1989
2nd place in Swedish Formula 1 Championship,


always in the first starting line and on the podium

1990
2nd place in Swedish Formula 1 Championship,


always in the first starting line and on the podium;


1st place in Nordic Formula 3 Cup;


11th place in Formula 2 Grand Prix in Macau

1991
2nd place in British Formula 3000 Championship,


three wins, three pole positions

1992
Indy Light debut, second in qualifying and race;


two victories in Porsche Cup

1993
7th place in Indy Light

1994
15th place in Indy Car Race in Detroit

1995
IMSA Series, category victory and second overall 


ranking in Daytona, championship leader until the 


team withdrew after his team colleague had an 


accident

1996
Start in Indy Car Race (US 500, Michigan)

1997
24 Hour Race of Daytona and Le Mans, one race in 


the International Sports Racing Series, Formula 3 


Grand-Prix in Macau

1998
1st place in the Swedish Touring Car Championship, 


three victories, five pole positions (BMW 320i);


24 Hours of Le Mans (Courage Nissan)

1999
2nd place in Swedish Super Touring Car 


Championship, three victories (BMW 320i);


Nissan works driver for the 24 Hours of Le Mans

2000
2nd place in Swedish Super Touring Car 


Championship, seven victories (Audi);


pole position and category victory in the final of the 


Sports Racing World Cup in Kyalami (Nissan);


Awarded "Driver of the Year" by the Swedish 


magazine Bilsport

2001
BMW works driver in the ALMS (BMW M3 GTR)

JJ Lehto

The fun of high speed

There are many things JJ Lehto loves about his home country of Finland, including the wide, open spaces and the snow. He enjoys Arctic rally drifting as he does snowmobile rallies – at a level where top class talent and fearlessness are a must. In warmer climates he does not like to dawdle either. The sea alps near his chosen home of Monaco are ideal for high powered travel on fast motorcycles and automobiles, in the water he has fun with jet skis and powerboats. In short: this blonde-haired lad likes everything which moves fast.

Speed is an elixir of life for him. He started out with motocross and go-cart, and after winning not just the Finnish but also the Scandinavian and European Formula Ford 1600 as a twenty-year old within one season, he had made a name for himself amongst young international talent circles. In the following year he secured for himself the Formula Ford 2000 title in England, in the European Championships and in the World Final at Brands Hatch. By the time he had won the British Formula 3 a year later, his name was in the notebooks of the Formula 1 managers.

In 1991, the second of his five Formula 1 seasons, he achieved third place, his best Grand Prix result in Imola. Having accepted the most promising F1 contract of his career with Benetton, he was injured in a test accident in January: Lehto was rescued at Silverstone with a broken fifth cervical vertebra. Although he soon returned to the cockpit and got a world championship point as sixth in the Canadian GP, his F1 career was over. But the father of three still looks back without anger: "The fact that I survived that accident so well remains my greatest success.“ 

In 1995 he celebrated a further victory: together with Yannick Dalmas and Masanori Sekiya in the first Le Mans appearance of the super sports car McLaren F1 GTR with BMW 12-cylinder engine. In 1997, Lehto became a BMW works driver and together with Steve Soper came second in the FIA GT championship. After this, the Fin continued his Formula career in the American CART series. In 1999 he showed how pleased he was to be back with BMW in his own way: he achieved three pole positions, four victories and nearly won the 24 hours of Le Mans a second time. After leading what was probably the strongest field in the history of this marathon for a period of 18 hours, he came off the track due to a technical defect with the BMW V12 LMR.

JJ Lehto (FIN)

Date/place of birth:
31st January 1966 / Espoo (FIN)

Resident in:
Monte Carlo, Monaco

Family status:
married to Satu, 


daughters Juulia and Johanna, son Juho 

Hobbies:
vintage cars, rallies, badminton, skiing

Sporting career:

1972-1980 
Go-carting

1981-1983 
Motocross

1985
4th place in the Finnish Formula Ford 1600

1986
1st place in the European, Scandinavian and


Finnish Formula Ford 1600

1987
1st place in the British and European Formula Ford 


2000, 1st place in Formula Ford World Cup

1988
1st place in British Formula 3 Championship

1989
Formula 3000 European Championship, Formula 1 


debut (Onyx)

1990
Formula 1 (Onyx)

1991
12th place Formula 1 (Scuderia Italia), 


3rd place in Imola (I)

1992
Formula 1 (Scuderia Italia)

1993
Formula 1 (Sauber)

1994
Formula 1 test accident in Silverstone (Benetton), 


six GP for Benetton, 6th place in Montreal (CDN), 


two GP for Sauber

1995
Victory in 24-Hour Race of Le Mans (McLaren F1 


GTR with BMW V12 engine);


13th place German Touring Car Championship, 


11th place Int. Touring Car-Series (Opel) 

1996
5th place Int. Touring Car Championship (Opel), 


Victory in 1000 kilometre race Suzuka, 


24 Hour Race of Le Mans (McLaren BMW)

1997
2nd place FIA GT Championship,


24 Hour Race of Le Mans (McLaren BMW)

1998
CART Series (USA/Hogan Racing),


5th place in Australia

1999
4th place ALMS (BMW V12 LMR), four wins in six 


starts, three pole positions;


24 Hour Race of Le Mans (BMW V12 LMR),


dropped out after leading for 18 hours

2000
6th place ALMS, participation in eleven out of twelve 


races, victory in Charlotte and Silverstone (1999 


BMW V12 LMR)

2001
BMW works driver in the ALMS (BMW M3 GTR)

Dirk Müller

Clean and efficient

His driving style matches his career and his personality: clean and efficient, that is Dirk Müller. "I probably got that from my Formula 3 period," he says, "I am often told how unspectacular it looks." He hopes the spectators forgive him as long as the result on the stopwatch is right.

Müller is a relative latecomer: at the age of 14 he came back from his school holidays with a request to go-cart with the local motor racing club. His wish was granted and he was successful. The family became an improvised racing team – father Karl-Eberhard and elder brother Mario were involved in the mechanics and transportation side, younger sister Marion and mother Marlis performed consultant and logistic functions. "We didn't exactly live in abundance," says Dirk, "in particular, my brothers and sisters would often have to do without things so that I could have a new set of tyres." He is glad for them too that their commitment has paid off. Müller's girlfriend has been a part of the family for 4 years.

After only two seasons in the go-cart, Müller switched to Formula König and came second in the championship. In 1994 he was third in the more powerful Formula Opel and after a tough period financially in 1996 he successfully moved up to the German Formula 3 Championship. In this tough competition, he achieved a brilliant victory in only his second race, but then found himself in the grandstand from the middle of the season due to the insolvency of the main sponsor.

"At the beginning of 1997 I got a great opportunity with an invitation for talent spotting for the Porsche Junior Team." He made the most of this and secured one of two places. In situations like this, his calm confidence is a great advantage. "The closer a race gets, the calmer and more concentrated I become." After the event his thoughts can become less focussed, and he says his weakness is ruminating over failure and other mishaps.

In the Carrera Cup he had to assert himself against an army of seasoned experts, but at the end of the first season he had secured a victory and respect for himself, at the end of the second in 1998 he won the title. In 1999 and 2000 there were further Porsche successes, most recently the winning the GT category of the ALMS. He would not be a sportsman if he did not want to defend this title. "But," he admits, "at the beginning of the 2001 season there is a fair amount of development work to be done on the BMW M3 GTR first.“

Dirk Müller (D)

Date/place of birth:
18th November 1975 / Burbach (D)

Resident in:
Monte Carlo, Monaco

Family status:
single, girlfriend Daniela 

Hobbies:
jogging, fitness training

Sporting career:

1989, 1990 
entry into go-cart racing

1991 
3rd place in the ADAC Pop Cart Championship

1992
2nd place Formula König

1993
2nd place Formula König, four victories;


12th place German Formula Opel

1994
3rd place German Formula Opel, two victories

1995
sporadic appearances in the Formula Opel 


Euroseries;


first Formula 3 race

1996
half season in the German Formula 3 Championship 


(withdrawal of sponsor), one victory

1997
Entry into Porsche Junior Team,


5th place Porsche Carrera Cup, one victory

1998
1st place Porsche Carrera Cup, four victories;


2nd place 24 Hours of Daytona (Porsche GT1);


guest starts in Porsche Supercup

1999
Porsche works driver, 2nd place in 24 Hours von 


Daytona (Porsche GT2); 


4th place 12 Hours of Sebring (Porsche GT1);


2nd place in GT  ranking 24 Hours of Le Mans 


(Porsche GT3R);


1st place in GT ranking Petit Le Mans Road Atlanta


(Porsche GT3R)

2000
Porsche works driver, 1st place in GT category 


ALMS (Porsche GT3R), four category victories

2001
BMW works driver in the ALMS (BMW M3 GTR)

Jörg Müller

Mr. Positive Thinker

Jörg Müller has won all the titles you need to get into Formula 1 – Formula Ford, Formula Opel, Formula 3, Formula 3000. But to call him an exemplary pupil would be flattery - and also show a lack of respect to those who had to tame him in his early years. "Without the strict discipline of Dr. Helmut Marko I would never have made it“, he admits candidly. And he's right – even though hardly anyone can drive a car faster than he can.

Marko became Müller's manager in 1993 when his career seemed to have come to an early end. In the German Formula 3 Championship Müller had shown excellent vehicle control but also a lack of seriousness. His carefree attitude went a little too far for the team boss and sponsors, with the result that the next six months were spent without a racing car to drive. 

In Dr. Marko's team, whose economy and management strategy included Müller having to carry out repairs and maintenance on his car himself, he won the 1994 German Formula 3 Championship and moved up into Formula 3000. In 1996 he won the F3000 European Championship with the Graz doctor's small team. During this financially difficult period BMW was already Müller's employer: in 1995 and 1996 he entered the German Super Touring Car Cup as works driver in the BMW 320i.

His technical expertise quickly became known in Formula 1 circles. After test contracts with Arrows and Sauber, BMW hired him as a test driver in December 1998 for its own Formula 1 project. Over a period of two years he worked repeatedly with the test team whilst also racing with the BMW V12 LMR. This kind of double burden is much to his taste: nothing ever gets too much for Müller. Even the most strenuous car trips and the longest flights do not seem to affect his cheerful nature. He is even able to cope with disappointments such as when he dropped out at Le Mans in 1999 after leading for 18 hours. As far as positive thinking is concerned, he is as hard to beat as he is on the race track.

In 2000 Müller and Lehto had to fight extremely hard in the ALMS – driving the 1999 BMW V12 LMR against powerful new competition. Their joy at two victories was that much greater. "With BMW," says Müller, "I have found a home I really feel comfortable in." And so for the 2001 season he would rather change category than employer and will move from the prototype to the BMW M3 GTR.

Jörg Müller (D)

Date/place of birth:
3rd September 1969 / Kerkrade (NL)
Resident in:
Monte Carlo (MC)

Family status:
married to Julia

Hobbies:
squash, windsurfing, snowboarding, go-cart racing

Sporting career

1982
1st place Go-Cart Club Championship Burg Brüggen

1984
2nd place Gau Championship ADAC Cart Juniors,


1st place season final ADAC Go-Cart Juniors

1985
1st place Gau Championship ADAC Go-Cart Juniors


1st place German Go-Cart Team Championship 


ADAC Juniors

1987
1st place ADAC Go-Cart Gau Championship 

1988
1st place German Formula Ford-Championship

1989
1st place German Formula Opel Lotus Challenge

1990
1st place Formula Ford European Championship,


5th place German Formula 3 Championship

1991
1st place Formula 3-Grand-Prix in Monaco

1992
7th place German Formula 3 Championship 

1993
German Formula 3 Championship 


(participation in four races, one win)


1st place Formula 3 Grand Prix in Macau

1994
1st place German Formula 3 Championship

1995
BMW company in the ADAC Super Touring Car Cup

1996
1st place Formula 3000 European Championship,


BMW works driver in the ADAC Super Touring 


Car Cup


1st place 24 Hour Race of Spa-Francorchamps


(BMW 318is) 

1997
Formula 1 test driver for Arrows,


24 Hour Race of Le Mans (Nissan GT1)

1998
Formula 1 test driver for Sauber,


2nd place 24 Hour Race of Le Mans (Porsche GT1)

1999
BMW company and Formula 1 test driver,


two races in the American Le Mans Series, ALMS,


(BMW V12 LMR), one victory (Sebring), one third 


place;


24 Hour Race of Le Mans (BMW V12 LMR),


dropped out after leading for 18 hours

2000
BMW works driver, 5th place ALMS, participation 


in eleven of twelve races, victory in Charlotte and 


Silverstone (1999 BMW V12 LMR)

2001
BMW works driver in the ALMS (BMW M3 GTR)

Prototype Technology Group

German thoroughness and American racing spirit

The seasoned driver Hans-Joachim Stuck puts it in a nutshell: "Tom Milner gives the team just the right amount of German thoroughness and American racing spirit.“ Milner's family roots are in Leipzig where he was born in 1942. He grew up in Hamburg, emigrated to the USA in 1962 and has now been involved in American motor racing for over 30 years.

Tom Milner is the president of the Prototype Technology Group (PTG) in Winchester in the state of Virginia. The company's portfolio includes design and development for road and racing vehicles, racing car construction, testing of cars and aeroplanes and racing team management.  

The team boss can look back at some very successful projects in numerous disciplines, including the IMSA and NASCAR series. A partnership with Bill Scott Racing resulted in ten championship titles in Formula V, Formula Super V and Formula Ford between 1967 and 1984. The first two IMSA victories were achieved by PTG in 1981 with a Ford Mustang.

In 1991, the team raced its first complete season in the GTP category and with a Chevrolet Spice was placed in the first ten every time with the exception of two races. This was the best performance by a private team in the entire history of the IMSA series. 

In 1992, the team used two Chevrolet Spice and achieved several placing amongst the top five with the drivers Wayne Taylor, Al Unser jr., John Paul jr., Francois Migault and Jeff Purner. In 1994 PTG switched to the NASCAR Series and finished twice in the top ten.

In 1996 the successful series began with BMW North America: three times in succession PTG won the GT category with the M3.

In the 2001 season, the regular drivers of the two new BMW M3 GTR are Hans-Joachim Stuck and his American partner Boris Said, with Bill Auberlen (USA) and Niclas Jönsson (S). 

The list of prominent drivers who have driven for PTG is impressive: Jeff Andretti, Kevin Cogan, Derrike Cope, David Donohue, Elliott Forbes-Robinson, Tom Gloy, Scott Goodyear, Jeff Green, Pete Halsmer, Klaus Ludwig, Arie Luyendyk, Rick Mears, Paul Newman, Bobby Rahal, Chip Robinson, Johnny Rumley, Scott Sharp and Lyn St. James. 

Hans-Joachim Stuck

Outstanding performance and special functions

Hans-Joachim Stuck drove his first race in 1969 – in a BMW 2002 on the Nürburgring. After a racing distance of 300 kilometres, he crossed the line in third place. It was the beginning of a unique career. 

Today, Hans-Joachim Stuck – the son of Hans Stuck, the legendary king of mountain racing  - is much more to BMW than a still very fast racing driver. The 50-year-old acts as a representative for the company and as an instructor for driver training, takes on social engagements and provides his enormous wealth of experience for the testing and development of particularly sporty models, such as the study of the BMW X5 Le Mans.

These activities, his work as a Formula 1 expert for the television channel Premiere World, a number of other responsibilities and of course his favourite occupation – racing with the BMW M3 GTR in the American Le Mans Series – give him a very full schedule. "I think that's great," he says. "I can't just sit around at home anyway." Hans-Joachim Stuck is truly a man of action.

His private life is full too. Married for the third time ("I really struck lucky with  Silvia"), he has two sons from his second marriage with whom he spends as much time as possible. 

There is hardly a driver who can compete with Stuck's racing experience. In 1974 he came second in the Formula 2 European Championship for March BMW and made his Formula 1 debut in Argentina. He reminisces: "In the training I drove the car for the first time and thought I was pretty good – until a red flash shot past me on a double right-hand bend completely out of the blue. That was Niki Lauda in a Ferrari and I thought I would have to pack up and go home." He didn't have to. He stayed in the top class of racing for six years, drove in 74 Grands Prix and collected 20 World Championship points. He once made the victor's rostrum with a third place.

Later, Stuck won races in the American IMSA Series and became Sports Car World Champion in 1985. He won the 24 Hours of Le Mans twice, the 12 Hours of Sebring three times, the 24 Hours of Spa once and the 24 Hours of Nürburgring twice – the first time in 1970 in a BMW 2002ti, most recently in 1998 in a BMW 320d – with modern BMW diesel technology. He still knows how to win: in 2000 he won the GT category of the ALMS in Laguna Seca with a BMW M3 of the BMW Team PTG.

Hans-Joachim Stuck

Date/place of birth:
1st January 1951 / Garmisch-Partenkirchen (D)

Resident in:
Elmau/T., Austria

Family status:
married to Sylvia,


sons Johannes-Emanuel and Ferdinand-Alexander

Hobbies:
skiing, golf

Sporting career:

1969
first Touring Car race

1970
1st place in 24-Hour Race at Nürburgring (BMW 


2002ti)

1972
1st place in 24-Hour Race in Spa, 


1st German Racing Championship (Ford)

1973
Formula 2 European Championship (March BMW)

1974
2nd place Formula 2 European Championship (March 


BMW), Formula 1 debut 

1975
3rd place IMSA GT Series/USA (BMW), five wins

1976
Formula 1 (March)

1977
11th place Formula 1 (Brabham), two third places

1978-1979
Formula 1 (Shadow/ATS) 

1979 
1st place Procar Series (BMW)

1981 u. ‘83 
2nd place German Racing Championship (BMW)

1984
2nd place Touring Car European Championship (BMW), 


two victories in the Sports Car World Championship 


(Porsche)

1985
1st place in the Sports Car World Championship, 


2nd place in the German Championship (Porsche)


2nd place in the German Sports Car Championship 


(Porsche)

1986
2nd place in the Sports Car World Championship, 


victory in the 24 Hours of Le Mans and 12 Hours of 


Sebring (Porsche)

1987
1st place in 24 Hours of Le Mans, 


1st place ADAC Supercup (Porsche)

1988
1st place in Sebring, 2nd place in Le Mans (Porsche), 


3rd place TransAm Series (Audi), four victories

1989
4th place IMSA-GTO Series/USA (Audi), seven 


victories


3rd place 24 Hours of Le Mans (Porsche) 

1990
German Touring Car Champion (Audi)

1991
3rd place in German Touring Car Championship 


(Audi);


IMSA Supercar Series (Porsche)

1992
German Touring Car Championship(Audi),


IMSA Supercar Series (Porsche)

1993
IMSA Supercar Champion, eight victories; 


1st place in 12-Hour Race in Sebring (Porsche)

1994/1995
3rd and 6th place in Le Mans (Porsche); 8th and 4th 


place ADAC Touring Car Cup (Audi), IMSA (Porsche)

1996
9th place International Touring Car Championship 


(Opel), two wins in Helsinki; 3rd place in Le Mans

1997
17th place FIA GT Championship, Le Mans (Porsche),

1998
Le Mans, Team BMW Motorsport (BMW V12 Le 


Mans); development program for BMW V8 racing 


engine;


1st place in 24-Hour Race at Nürburgring (BMW 


320d)

1999 
ALMS (BMW M3 GT, BMW Team PTG), 


1st place at Sears Point, USRRC victory at Lime Rock

2000 
ALMS (BMW M3 GT, BMW Team PTG), 


1st place at Laguna Seca

2001 
ALMS (BMW M3 GTR, BMW Team PTG)

BMW

The Brand

Address 
80788 Munich, Germany 

Telephone 
+49 (0) 89 - 382-0  

Press office telephone 
+49 (0) 89 - 382 23401 

Press office fax 
+49 (0) 89 - 382 27563 

Journalists’ website 
www.press.bmwgroup.com 

Chairman of the Board 
Professor Joachim Milberg 

Board Member Development 
Dr Burkhard Göschel 

BMW Motorsport Directors  
Gerhard Berger, 


Dr Mario Theissen  

Motorsport Spokesman 
Guido Stalmann 

The BMW Group successfully realigned in the year 2000 and sold off Rover Cars and Land Rover. The BMW Group is the only car manufacturer worldwide to pursue a pure premium brand strategy. With MINI and, as of 2003, Rolls-Royce the product portfolio is set to expand and strengthen: the BMW Group will be represented by premium models all the way from the micro-car segment to the prestige luxury end. 

Turnover for the BMW brand in 2000 again achieved new record heights with 822,000 vehicles sold, representing an increase of 9% compared with the previous record year of 1999. In addition, more than 74,000 motorcycles and over 6,700 C1s were sold, similarly marking new records.

The most important markets are Germany, the USA and Great Britain. The BMW Group has production sites in Munich, Dingolfing and Regensburg (Germany), as well as plants in Oxford (GB), Pretoria (SA) and Spartanburg (South Carolina, USA). In addition, assembly plants for BMW cars are located in Russia, Mexico, Thailand, Vietnam, Egypt, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines.

The BMW Motorsport Story

A Pledge to Perform

BMW’s motor sport successes embrace motorcycles, touring cars and sports cars, desert rallies, Formula 2 and Formula One. Innovative technology for sporting competition and a constant quest for new records has been part of the Company’s philosophy ever since the early days and explains why the history of BMW reveals an impressive motor sport record.

Milestones from the Mille Miglia to the M1

Scoring new world records and winning new championships time and again with both aircraft engines and motorcycles, it didn’t take BMW long to become a highly successful player in car racing as well. One of the Company’s first international successes in sports car racing was a overall victory in the legendary Italian Mille Miglia road race (1,000 miles) with the BMW 328 back in 1940.

Touring car racing was initially less significant in post-war Germany, motorcycle rider Schorsch Meier bringing home countless wins and scoring many records on his BMW boxer, becoming a popular hero in the process.

In 1960 BMW celebrated another outstanding achievement in motor racing. Hans Stuck senior, the 60-year-old hill-climbing king from Grainau near Garmisch, brought home the German Hill-Climb Championship. In 1966 Hubert Hahne, driving a BMW 2000ti, became the first touring car driver to lap the northern circuit of Nürburgring in less than 10 minutes.

The BMW 2002 that helped to make Dieter Quester the European Touring Car Champion in 1968 and 1969 was the first car of its kind to feature turbocharger technology in 1969. The successful racing teams at the time were Alpina, Koepchen and Schnitzer, their best drivers including not only Quester but among others also Hans-Joachim Stuck, Toine Hezemans, Ronnie Petersen, Chris Amon, Helmut Kelleners, and later Niki Lauda. 

Between 1973 and 1979 the BMW 3.0 CSL won no less than six European Touring Car Championships. 

In the USA, Brian Redman and Ronnie Peterson achieved tremendous victories in 1974 and 1975 in the International Motor Sports Association Series (IMSA). And driving a Schnitzer Team BMW 320, Harald Ertl became the German Motor Racing Champion of 1978.

It was at this time, between 1973 and 1982, that BMW’s four-cylinder power unit also set the standard in Formula 2 for young, up-and-coming drivers, with Jean-Pierre Jarier clinching the 1973 European Championship and Patrick Depailler, Jacques Laffite, Bruno Giacomelli, Marc Surer and Corrado Fabi following in his footsteps, in 1974, 1975, 1978, 1979 and 1982 respectively. Later, all of these drivers moved up successfully to Formula One.

In 1979 and 1980 BMW introduced an all-new idea into Formula One Grand Prix racing as a special add-on activity: the Procar Series at the European Grands Prix. In this high-class cup trophy featuring the BMW M1 road-going sports car, young talents regularly took on the fastest five drivers in Formula One qualifying.

Entering the year 1981, BMW also scored an outstanding success in an entirely different discipline, French rider Hubert Auriol winning the motorcycle category of the Paris-Dakar desert rally on his BMW. He then repeated his victory in 1983, Gaston Rahier winning the title also on a BMW in 1984 and 1985.

Formula One with shattering power

On 24 April 1980 BMW announced its entry into Formula One as a supplier of engines. Taking a standard production four-cylinder engine block, Paul Rosche built a 16-valve power unit reduced in size to 1.5 litres. Running on special fuel and featuring an exhaust gas turbocharger operating at an absolute pressure of 2.9 bar equal to an overpressure of 1.9 bar, this engine started its career with maximum output of approximately 650 bhp – and ended its career with up to 1400 bhp. Says Rosche: “We weren’t able to say exactly how powerful the engine was, since our dynamometers back then didn’t go beyond 1280 bhp.” But whatever the maximum output of the engine was, shattering power was certainly the name of the game.

On 23 January 1982 Nelson Piquet and Riccardo Patrese started the first race of the season in Kyalami, South Africa, from the first row in Brabham BMW’s first entry – only then to retire shortly afterwards on account of an accident, and, respectively, loss of oil.

On 9 May 1982, racing the new engine for its second time (fifth Grand Prix of the season), Piquet scored his first World Championship points, finishing fifth in the Belgian Grand Prix. His first outright win was on 13 June of the same year in Montreal, his first pole position on 15 August in the Austrian Grand Prix in Zeltweg.

Entering the 1983 FIA Formula One World Championship, Brabham’s design wizard Gordon Murray had responded to a new technical rule remarkably quickly. Brabham’s Director Bernie Ecclestone even referred to the Brabham BT 52 as the "first car of a new generation". BMW turbo power was up once again, and Piquet was indeed far ahead of the competition right from the start in the first race of the season in Rio de Janeiro. So Brazilian Nelson Piquet won his home race, where for the first time a third BMW turbo driver also made his appearance on the track together with Piquet and Patrese: Manfred Winkelhock in the ATS BMW.

World Champion after 630 days

The 1983 season was a real thriller. It took Nelson Piquet 12 races and exactly half a year before once again reaching the finish line as the winner. But Piquet kept his nerves and scored points consistently. The team perfected Murray’s idea of the "planned pitstop", a calculation based on the fact that a car carrying less fuel and thus lighter in weight was significantly faster, making it worthwhile to come into the pits in order to fill up the tank. Following this strategy, Piquet came home the winner two more times – in Monza and Brands Hatch. Finishing third in the final race in Kyalami was sufficient to give him the World Championship just 630 days after the BMW power unit had made its first appearance.

In 1984, three teams were using BMW engines: Brabham, ATS and for the first time Arrows. Piquet finished fifth in the World Championship. In the course of the season Manfred Winkelhock as well as the two brothers Teo and Corrado Fabi also raced for Brabham. Starting out initially with ATS, Winkelhock had the opportunity back then to make the acquaintance of a new team-mate: Gerhard Berger, now BMW’s Director of Motorsport, making his debut in Formula One. One year later Berger teamed up with Thierry Boutsen to drive an Arrows BMW, Nelson Piquet once again – for the last time – finishing the season as BMW’s best driver: No 8 in the World Championship in a Brabham BMW. In 1986 Berger took over this role as the fastest driver powered by BMW, finishing 7th in the World Championship. In Mexico he had scored the last victory with a BMW four-cylinder powering a Benetton, production of BMW F1 engines ceasing at the end of 1987 – the turbo era in Formula One was over.

Apart from Formula One, Berger entered touring car races with the Schnitzer Team BMW 635 CSi coupé until 1986, winning the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (B) in 1985 and the European Championship races in Misano (I) and Nogaro (F) in 1986, the year in which his team-mate Roberto Ravaglia brought home the European Championship. 

The BMW M3 driving machine 

The lean and mean successor to the 6 Series coupé made its first appearance on the race track in 1987: the BMW M3, an outstanding driving machine developing maximum output of 355 bhp from its 2.5-litre four-cylinder. In its very first year of racing, the M3 helped Italian driver Roberto Ravaglia to clinch the World Championship, then win his second European Championship one year later. In 1989 Ravaglia won the German Touring Car Championship in a BMW M3, followed by the Italian Championship in 1990 and 1991. Up to 1992, finally, BMW M3 drivers scored more than 1,500 individual wins and won more than 50 international titles. 

Promoting young, up-and-coming talents in Formula racing

Since 1991 BMW and ADAC, Germany’s largest motoring club, have worked together in promoting young, up-and-coming talents in Formula racing. Even 16-year-olds are thus able to drive small Formula racing cars featuring BMW motorcycle engines and transmissions in the youngsters’ category. Since 1998 the series has been split up into two classes, the BMW ADAC Formula Junior Cup for beginners, the BMW Formula ADAC Championship with more demanding cars powered by engines with an extra 20 bhp or so. This is also where Ralf Schumacher, now one of the BMW WilliamsF1 drivers, gained his first experience in Formula racing back in 1993.

Two-litre touring cars: the stars of the 1990s

In the 1990s BMW once again built a touring car of the highest standard for a new category of touring car racing related more closely to regular production models: Class 2 or the two-litre class, referred to later as super touring cars or, quite simply, STW for short. 

1997 the racing version of the BMW 3 Series (E36) was awarded 

the World Cup by FIA, the World Motorsport Federation, as the most 

successful touring car the world over. 

From 1993 – 1998 the BMW 320i scored no less than 29 international championships, three of them in Germany: Johnny Cecotto brought home the German title in 1994 and 1998, Joachim Winkelhock in 1995. And on 14 June 1998 BMW celebrated a very special victory, a BMW 320 powered by an ultra-modern diesel engine winning the 24 Hours of Nürburgring. The winning drivers were Hans-Joachim Stuck, Christian Menzel, Marc Duez, and Andreas Bovensiepen. Never before had a diesel-powered touring car clinched an overall win in such a 24-hour race. 

This triumph was BMW’s 16th victory in this classic endurance race at Nürburgring ever since the first white-and-blue car brought home the winner’s laurels back in 1970. The winner back then, incidentally, was also Hans-Joachim Stuck driving a BMW 2002ti at the time. Moving on to Spa-Francorchamps in Belgium, BMW touring cars have won the 24-hour race here no less than 21 times up to the year 1998.

Once again, BMW finished the 1998 super touring car season with a big bang, BMW Motorsport Team Schnitzer again winning the crown in STW with Johnny Cecotto at the wheel. And now BMW started to concentrate on an ambitious sports car project and, in particular, the Company’s re-entry into Formula One in the year 2000.

The Desert Foxes Again: Dakar Victories for BMW Motorcycles

In January 1999 the 28-year-old French BMW F 650 rider Richard Sainct was hotly pursued through the desert from Granada to Dakar for 17 long days by strong opposition from the KTM team. But he kept ahead, and after 9,062 tough kilometres crossed the line by the relatively slim margin of four minutes, nine seconds. A year later, BMW’s triumph in the Paris-Dakar-Cairo Rally was fourfold – and once again the victor was Richard Sainct on BMW F 650 RR, followed across the line by BMW team mates Oscar Gallardo, Jimmy Lewis and Jean Brucy.

Marathon men – Le Mans or bust! 

At exactly 16.00 on 13 June 1999 BMW scored its first overall win in the king of all 24-hour races, the classic 24 Hours of Le Mans. Following the highly successful McLaren F1 GTR fixed-head sports car powered by a BMW V12 already winning the title in 1995, a further developed, upgraded version of this engine now for the first time brought home victory in an open-top sports car. The BMW Le Mans Roadster was engineered in collaboration with WilliamsF1 in Grove. The new partnership brought home it’s first success.

The Le Mans race was also the first event for BMW under the new Motorsport Directors Gerhard Berger and Dr Mario Theissen. The team itself was made up of specialists from BMW, WilliamsF1 and Schnitzer, all of them working together closely with Charly Lamm.

At the wheel of their BMW V12 LMR, winning drivers Joachim Winkelhock (D), Pierluigi Martini (I) and Yannick Dalmas (F), covered 366 laps each measuring 13.6 km or 8.4 miles. 

Clearly, this was reason enough for a big party in the BMW pits, although some words of consolation were also due for Tom Kristensen (DK), JJ Lehto (FIN), and Jörg Müller (D), the drivers of the second BMW V12 LMR which, far in the lead, had been forced to retire shortly before 12 noon on Sunday due to a loose bolt. This was after taking over the lead on Saturday afternoon at 17.29 and remaining ahead of the pack for more than 18 hours!

For 9 long hours starting shortly after 3 am in the morning, BMW had even dominated one of the best starting grids in the history of Le Mans, with BMW cars consistently keeping a one-two lead.

BMW’s sports car with its 580 bhp, six-litre V12 engine also proved its star qualities in America. Already in March 1999 Kristensen/Lehto/Müller claimed victory in the 12 Hours of Sebring (Florida), and the Le Mans triumph was followed by a further three wins in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS) – a new series governed by the same technical regulations as Le Mans.

Lehto and Müller also gleaned two victories in the 2000 ALMS, pitting their 1999 BMW against the new models of the rival teams: the racing duo won the second and third events of the season in Charlotte (USA) and Silverstone (GB). 

Gearing up for a Formula One Comeback

On 8th September 1997, at the Frankfurt Motor Show, BMW announced the board’s decision to return to Formula One in 2000 in partnership with WilliamsF1 after an absence of twelve years. 

Paul Rosche built the BMW V10-cylinder and supervised the construction of the new engine plant in Munich close to BMW’s Research & Development Centre.

On 1st  October 1998 Gerhard Berger assumed his new post as Motor​sport Director, and in April 1999 engineer Dr Mario Theissen joined him as a second Motorsport Director. In December 1998 BMW took on Jörg Müller as a Formula One test driver.

By the summer of 1999 the team had grown to almost 200. Paul Rosche was working his successor Dr Werner Laurenz in as head of Formula One Development. Rosche, who had been building successful racing engines for BMW for 42 years, had turned 65 on April 1st and retired at the end of 1999. 

On 27th April 1999, at 9:26 hrs, BMW began circuit-testing the Formula One engine – to start with on the company’s own test track in Miramas, France. The test bed was a 1998 WilliamsF1 chassis, driven by Jörg Müller.

1st December 1999 marked the opening chapter of the BMW WilliamsF1 Team story at Jerez in Southern Spain.

BMW Motorsport in Facts and Figures

17.6.1919 
BMW’s first world record: Flying a plane powered by a BMW six-


cylinder, Zeno Diemer reaches an altitude of 9,760 metres or 


32,013 feet   

1925, 1926 
The BMW R37 motorcycle brings home more than 200 wins and 


two German Championships   

28.11.1937 
World motorcycle speed record: Riding a BMW, Ernst Jakob Henne 


reaches the speed of 279.5 km/h or 173.29 mph on an autobahn 


near Frankfurt   

1936-1953 
Schorsch Meier wins 7 motorcycle championships on a BMW boxer   

1940 

The BMW 328 finishes first, third, fifth and sixth in the Mille 


Miglia road race in Italy   

1954-1973 
Winning sidecars: Racing boxer motorcycles with fuel injection, 


BMW wins 19 World Championships in motorcycle sidecar racing   

1960 
Hans Stuck senior wins the German Hill-Climb Championship in a 


BMW 700   

1964 
Hubert Hahne wins the German Circuit Championship in a 


BMW 1800ti   

1966 
Josef Schnitzer wins the German Touring Car Championship at the 


wheel of a BMW 2000ti;


Racing a BMW 2000ti, Hubert Hahne becomes the first driver to 


lap the northern circuit of Nürburgring (22.835 km or 14.16 miles) in 


less than 10 minutes; his exact time is 9:58.5   

1968 
The radial four-valve power unit named after BMW designer Karl 


Apfelbeck makes its debut in Formula 2 and in the BMW Monti. 


Running on nitromethane, the engine sets up no less than 8 world 


records;


Dieter Quester driving a BMW 2002 wins the European 


Touring Car Championship   

1969 

Dieter Quester again wins the European Touring Car Championship 


at the wheel of a BMW 2002 powered for the first time by a 


turbocharged engine   

1970 

Hans-Joachim Stuck wins the 24 Hours of Nürburgring at the wheel 


of a BMW 2002ti;


BMW’s 1600-cc Formula 2 engine scores its first victory 


in Salzburg, with Jacky Ickx at the wheel   

1973 
Toine Hezemans wins the European Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 3.0 CSL;


Achim Warmbold/Jean Todt win the Austrian Alpine Race for the 


World Rally Championship, driving a BMW 2002   

1973-1982
Six drivers win the European Formula 2 Championship with BMW 


four-cylinder power: Jean-Pierre Jarier (1973), Patrick Depailler 


(1974), Jacques Laffite (1975), Bruno Giacomelli (1978), Marc Surer 


(1979), Corrado Fabi (1982)   

1974 
Hans-Joachim Stuck sets up a new lap record at Nürburgring at the 


wheel of a BMW 3.0 CSL – 8:09.6   

1977 
The BMW Junior Team – Eddie Cheever, Marc Surer and Manfred 


Winkelhock – make their debut in the BMW 320;


Dieter Quester wins the European Touring Car Championship at the wheel of a BMW 3.0 CSL
1978 

Driving for Team Schnitzer, Harald Ertl wins the German Motor 


Racing Championship at the wheel of a BMW 320 Turbo   

up to 1979 
The BMW 3.0 CSL wins a total of six European Championships   

1979, 1980 
Formula One and touring car drivers enter the Procar Series at European 


Grand Prix events, introducing a top-class brand trophy featuring 


the BMW M1 sports car   

1980-1998 
BMW Team Schnitzer score 9 wins in the Macau Touring Car Race: 


1980, 1981, 1983, 1987, 1988, 1991, 1992, 1994, 1998   

1980 
Siegfried Müller jun, Team Eggenberger, wins the European Touring 


Car Championship in a BMW 635 CSi   

1981 
Helmut Kelleners/Umberto Grano bring home the European Touring 


Car Championship in a BMW 635 CSi;


Hubert Auriol riding a BMW R80 wins the motorcycle category in 


the Paris-Dakar Rally;


Piquet and Riccardo Patrese at the wheel, score their first Formula 


One points on 9 May in Zolder at the Belgian Grand Prix (Piquet 


finishing fifth); first GP win in Montreal on 13 June in the Canadian 


GP (fifth race, Piquet); first pole position in Zeltweg on 15 August, in 


the Austrian GP (Piquet)   

1983 

Nelson Piquet wins the Driver’s Formula One World Championship 


at the wheel of a Brabham BMW; 


first appearance of the BMW F1 engine with the ATS Team (Manfred 


Winkelhock);


Dieter Quester, Team Schnitzer, wins the European Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 635 CSi;


Hubert Auriol riding a BMW R80 wins the motorcycle category in 


the Paris-Dakar Rally   

1984 
Volker Strycek, Team Gubin, wins the German Touring Car 


Championship (DTM) at the wheel of a BMW 635 CSi;


Nelson Piquet finishes fifth in the Formula One World Championship 


in a Brabham BMW;


Teo Fabi, Corrado Fabi, and Manfred Winkelhock also drive a 


Brabham BMW; Gerhard Berger and Manfred Winkelhock drive an 


ATS BMW;


Gaston Rahier wins the motorcycle category of the Paris-Dakar 


Rally on a BMW R80   

1985 

Nelson Piquet finishes 8th in the Formula One World Championship 


at the wheel of a Brabham BMW;


François Hesnault and Marc Surer drive a Brabham BMW, Gerhard 


Berger and Thierry Boutsen an Arrows BMW;


Gaston Rahier wins the motorcycle category of the Paris-Dakar 


Rally on a BMW R80   

1985-1995 
BMW Team Schnitzer wins the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps no 


less than five times: 1985, 1986, 1988, 1990, 1995   

1986 
BMW supplies engines to the Brabham (Riccardo Patrese, Elio de 


Angelis, Derek Warwick), Arrows (Marc Surer, Thierry Boutsen, 


Christian Danner), and Benetton (Gerhard Berger, Teo Fabi) Formula 


One teams; 


Berger brings home the last Grand Prix for a BMW 1.5-litre four-


cylinder turbo in Mexico and finishes 7th in the World 


Championship;


Roberto Ravaglia, Team Schnitzer, wins the European Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 635 CSi   

1987 
Roberto Ravaglia, BMW M Team, wins the World Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Winni Vogt, BMW M Team, wins the European Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Eric van de Poele, BMW Junior Team, wins the German Touring Car 


Championship (DTM);


The BMW M3 wins the FIA Manufacturer’s Trophy for Group A cars 


in the European Hill-Climb Championship;


Helmut König wins the Austrian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Per Gunnar Andersson wins the Swedish Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Hansueli Ulrich wins the Swiss Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Bernard Beguin/Jean-Jacques Lenne, Team ProDrive, win the 


Corsica race for the World Rally Championship in a BMW M3;


Jose Maria Ponce/Jose Carlos Deniz win the Spanish Rally 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Xavier Riera wins the Spanish Touring Car Hill-Climb Championship 


in a BMW M3;


Matthias Moosleitner/Margit Tüchler win the Mitropa Rally Cup in a 


BMW M3;


Brabham (Riccardo Patrese, Andrea de Cesaris, Stefano Modena) 


still uses BMW engines in the Formula One World Championship; 


by the end of the turbo era, BMW engines look back at 91 starts, 


9 wins, 15 pole positions   

1988 
Roberto Ravaglia, Team Schnitzer, wins the European Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Frank Sytner wins the British Touring Car Championship in a BMW 


M3;


Trevor Crowe wins the Asian-Pacific Championship in a BMW M3;


Francis Dosierès wins the European Touring Car Hill-Climb 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Jim Richards wins the Australian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Fabien Giroix wins the French Touring Car Championship in a BMW 


M3;


Mika Arpiainen wins the Finnish Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Arthur van Dedem wins the Dutch Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


’Pequepe’ wins the Portuguese Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3   

1989 
Roberto Ravaglia, Team Schnitzer, wins the German Touring Car 


Championship (DTM) in a BMW M3;


Johnny Cecotto wins the Italian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Harri Toivonen/Heikki Salmenautio win the Finnish Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Jean Pierre Malcher wins the French Touring Car Championship in 


a BMW M3;


Arthur van Dedem wins the Dutch Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


’Pequepe’ wins the Portuguese Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Lennart Bohlin wins the Swedish Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Marc Duez/Alain Lopes win the Belgian Rally Championship in a 


BMW M3;


François Chatriot/Michel Perin win the French Rally Championship 


in a BMW M3;


Giuseppe Zarpellon wins the Italian Hill-Climb Championship in a 


BMW M3   

1990 
Roberto Ravaglia, Team Schnitzer, wins the Italian Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Jean-Michel Martin wins the Belgian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Heikki Salmenautio wins the Finnish Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Per Gunnar Andersson wins the Swedish Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Josep Bassas/Antonio Rodrigues win the Spanish Rally 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Xavier Riera wins the Spanish Touring Car Hill-Climb Championship 


in a BMW M3   

1991 
Will Hoy wins the British Touring Car Championship in a BMW M3;


Tony Longhurst wins the Australian Amscar Series in a BMW M3;


Jean-Pierre Malcher wins the French Touring Car Championship in 


a BMW M3;


Roberto Ravaglia wins the Italian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Cor Euser wins the Dutch Touring Car Championship in a BMW M3;


Francis Dosierès wins the French Touring Car Hill-Climb 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Hansueli Ulrich wins the Swiss Touring Car Championship in a BMW M3;


Peter Zakowski wins the private driver category in the German 


Touring Car Championship (DTM) in a BMW M3;


Formula Junior, BMW’s and ADAC’s joint talent 
programme, enters 


its first season  

1992 
Johnny Cecotto, Team Fina Motorsport, finishes fourth in the 


German Touring Car Championship (DTM) in a BMW M3;


Tim Harvey wins the British Touring Car Championship in a BMW 318is;


Team Bigazzi win the 24 Hours of Spa with a BMW 320i

1993 
Johnny Cecotto, Team Warthofer, wins the ADAC GT Cup 


in a BMW M3 GTR;


Joachim Winkelhock, Team Schnitzer, wins the British Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 318i   

1994 

Johnny Cecotto, Team Warthofer, wins the ADAC Touring Car Cup 


in a BMW 320i;


Joachim Winkelhock, Team Schnitzer, wins the Asian-Pacific 


Championship in a BMW 318is;


Tony Longhurst wins the Australian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 318i;


Thierry Tassin, Team Valier, wins the Belgian Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 318is;


Shaun van der Linde wins the South African Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 318is;


Roberto Ravaglia/Alexander Burgstaller/Thierry Tassin, Team 


Bigazzi, win the 24 Hours of Spa in a BMW 320i   

1995 

Joachim Winkelhock, Team Schnitzer, wins the ADAC Super 


Touring Car Cup in a BMW 320i;


Steve Soper, Team Schnitzer, wins the Japanese Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 320i;


Paul Morris wins the Australian Touring Car Championship in a BMW 


318i;


Thierry Tassin wins the Belgian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 318is;


Yvan Muller, Team Oreca, wins the French Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 318is;


Per Gunnar Andersson wins the Scandinavian Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 318is;


JJ Lehto/Yannick Dalmas/Masanori Sekiya win the 24 Hours of Le 


Mans in a BMW V12-powered McLaren F1 GTR;


Roberto Ravaglia/Alexander Burgstaller/Marc Duez, Team Bigazzi, 


win the 24 Hours of Nürburgring in a BMW 320i;


Joachim Winkelhock/Steve Soper/Peter Kox, Team Schnitzer, win 


the 24 Hours of Spa in a BMW 318is   

1996 
Eric Cayrolle wins the French Touring Car Championship in a BMW 318is;


Alexander Burgstaller/Thierry Tassin/Jörg Müller, Team Fina Bastos, 


win the 24 Hours of Spa in a BMW 318is   

1997 
The BMW 320i wins the FIA Touring Car World Cup;


Paul Morris wins the Australian Touring Car Championship in a BMW 


320i;


Didier de Radiguès wins the Belgian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i;


Heikki Salmenautio wins the Finnish Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i;


Eric Cayrolle wins the French Touring Car Championship in a BMW 320i;
Emanuele Naspetti wins the Italian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i;


Duncan Huisman wins the Dutch Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i;


Craig Baird wins the New Zealand Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i;


Oscar Larrauri wins the South American Touring Car Championship 


in a BMW 318is;


Charles Kwan wins the South-East-Asian Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 320i;


Bill Auberlen, Tom Milner Racing, wins the Exxon Supreme GT 


Series Driver’s and Manufacturer’s Championship, GT3 Class, in a 


BMW M3;


Didier de Radiguès/Eric Hélary/Marc Duez, Team Fina Bastos, win 


the 24 Hours of Spa in a BMW 320is;


Steve Soper, Team Bigazzi, wins the Macau Touring Car Race in a 


BMW 320i;


Sabine Reck/ Johannes Scheid/Peter Zakowski, Team Scheid, win 


the 24 Hours of Nürburgring in a BMW M3;


Geoff and David Brabham win the Bathurst 1000 in a BMW 320i;


JJ Lehto/Steve Soper, Team BMW Motorsport, finish 2nd in the FIA 


GT Championship in a McLaren BMW;


Jean Marc Gounon/Anders Olofsson/Pierre-Henri Raphanel, Gulf 


Team Davidoff, Peter Kox/Roberto Ravaglia/Eric Hélary, Team BMW 


Motorsport, finish 2nd and 3rd in the 24 Hours of Le Mans in a 


McLaren BMW (McLaren F1 GTR with a BMW V12);


Joachim Winkelhock, BMW Team Bigazzi, finishes 2nd in the ADAC 


Super Touring Car Cup in a BMW 320i   

1998 

Johnny Cecotto, BMW Motorsport Team Schnitzer, wins the 


German Super Touring Car Championship (STW) in a BMW 320i;


Fredrik Ekblom, BMW Dealer Team, wins the Swedish Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 320i;


Charles Kwan, Team EKS Motorsport, wins the South-East-Asian 


Touring Car Championship in a BMW 320i;


Eric Cayrolle, Team Sda, wins the French Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 320i;


Oscar Larrauri, Team Proas, wins the South American Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 320i;


Sinisa Kosutic, Team Valier, wins the Croatian Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 320i;


Arto Salmenautio, OS Motorsport, wins the Finnish Sport 2000 


Touring Car Championship in a BMW 320i;


Brett Riley wins the New Zealand Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i;


Luca Capellari, Team Duller, wins the International Group N above 


3000 cc in a BMW M3;


Cameron McLean wins the private driver’s category in the 


Australian Touring Car Championship in a BMW 320i;


Mark Peters wins the private driver’s category in the Bankfin 


Touring Car Championship South Africa in a BMW 318is;


Thomas Winkelhock, Brinkmann Motorsport, wins the German 


Touring Car Challenge in a BMW 320i;


Sabine Reck/Johannes Scheid, Team Scheid, win the German 


Veedol Nürburgring Endurance Trophy in a BMW M3;


Mark Simo, PTG M3 Team, wins the driver’s, constructor’s and 


team categories in the US Professional Sports Car Series in a BMW 


M3 GT3;


Ross Bentley, PTG M3 Team, wins the driver’s, constructor’s and 


team categories in the US Road Racing Championship in a BMW 


M3 GT3;


Tim Sugden/Steve O’Rourke win the British GT Championship in a 


BMW V12-powered McLaren F1 GTR;


Hans-Joachim Stuck/Christian Menzel/Marc Duez/Andreas 


Bovensiepen, Team Warthofer, win the 24 Hours of Nürburgring in a 


BMW 320d;


Bill Auberlen/Marc Duez/Boris Said, PTG M3 Team, win the GT3 


Class in the 24 Hours of Daytona in a BMW M3;


Alain Cudini/Marc Duez/Eric van de Poele, Team Juma, 
win the 24 


Hours of Spa in a BMW 320i;


Joachim Winkelhock, Team Schnitzer, wins the Macau Touring Car 


Race in a BMW 320i;


Markus Moufang/Rüdiger Hähner win the German Rally Challenge 


in a BMW M3;


Otokar Kramski wins the European Touring Car Hill-Climb 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Eric Pernot wins the French Touring Car Hill-Climb Championship in 


a BMW M3   

1999 
Yannick Dalmas/Pierluigi Martini/Joachim Winkelhock, BMW 


Motorsport, win the 24 Hours of Le Mans in a BMW V12 LMR;


Tom Kristensen/JJ Lehto/Jörg Müller, Team BMW Motorsport, win 


the 12 Hours of Sebring in a BMW V12 LMR;


JJ Lehto/Steve Soper, Team BMW Motorsport, win the Sears Point, 


Laguna Seca and Las Vegas races for the American Le Mans 


Series in a BMW V12 LMR;


BMW Team PTG wins the GT Class Team Cup in the American Le 


Mans Series with a BMW M3;


Cor Euser wins the Dutch Touring Car Championship in a BMW 


320i DTC;


Vladimir Soukhov wins the Russian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i DTC;


Jason Richards wins the New Zealand Touring Car Championship 


in a BMW 320i DTC; 


Paul Morris wins the Australian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i;


Charles Kwan wins the South-East-Asian Touring Car 


Championship in a BMW 320i;


Kim Esbjug wins the private driver’s category in the Swedish 


Touring Car Championship in a BMW 320i;


Otokar Kramski wins the Czech Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Dagmar Suster wins the Slovenian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW M3;


Niko Pulic wins the European Touring Car Hill-Climb Championship 


in a BMW M3;


Georg Plasa wins the German Touring Car Hill-Climb Championship 


in a BMW 320i;


Slavko Dekleva wins the Slovenian Touring Car Hill-Climb 


Championship in a BMW M3;


Eric Pernot wins the French Touring Car Hill-Climb Championship in 


a BMW M3;


Robert Brooks/Robert Wilson win the International Special Car 


Series in a BMW M3;


Richard Sainct wins the motorcycle category of the Granada-Dakar 


Rally on a BMW F 650 

2000
BMW WilliamsF1 Team with Ralf Schumacher und Jenson Button: 3rd 


place in the FIA Formula 1 World Championship, constructors‘ category;


Niko Pulic wins the FIA European Touring Car Hill-Climb 


Championship, Group A, in a BMW M3;


Franz Tschager wins the FIA Sports Car Hill-Climb Championship in 


an Osella BMW;


Franz Engstler wins the German Touring Car Challenge in a BMW 


320i E46 DTC;


Mikhail Ukhov wins the Russian Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i E36 DTC;


Duncan Huisman wins the Dutch Touring Car Championship in a 


BMW 320i E46 DTC;


Jason Richards wins the New Zealand Touring Car Championship 


in a BMW 320i DTC;


Alessandro Bertei wins the Italian Touring Car Championship, 


Group N1, in a BMW M3 E36 Group N;


Paolo La Neve wins the Italian Touring Car Championship, Group 


N2, in a BMW 325i E36 Group N;


Stefano Valli wins the Italian Touring Car Championship, Group N3, 


in a BMW 320i Group N;


Georg Severich/Luc Pensis win the Touring Car category of the 


Belgian Championship in a BMW 320i STC;


Xavier Riera Vilarrasa wins the Spanish Hill-Climb Championship in 


a BMW 320i;


1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th places in the motorcycle category of the Paris-


Dakar-Cairo Rally go to Richard Sainct, Oscar Gallardo (both on 


BMW F 650 RR), Jimmy Lewis (BMW R 900 RR) and Jean Brucy 


(BMW F 650 RR) respectively;


Jimmy Lewis wins the UAE Desert Challenge (BMW R 900 RR)

Races 2001 

American Le Mans Series

Race
Date
Race track/location
Race duration

1.
4th March
Texas Motor Speedway


Fort Worth, Texas (USA)
2.45 hours

2.
17th March
Sebring International Raceway


Sebring, Florida (USA)
12 hours

3.
22nd July
Sears Point Raceway


Sonoma, California (USA)
2.45 hours

4. 
4th August
Portland International Raceway


Portland, Oregon (USA)
2.45 hours

5.
19th August
Mosport International Raceway


Bowmanville, Ontario (Canada)
2.45 hours

6.
25th August
Circuit Mont-Tremblant


St-Jovite, Quebec (Canada)
4 hours

7.
9th Sept.
Laguna Seca Raceway


Monterey, California (USA)
2.45 hours

8.
06th October
Road Atlanta, "Petit Le Mans"


Braselton, Georgia (USA)
10 hours

9.
21st October
Lowes Motor Speedway


Concord, North Carolina (USA)
2.45 hours

European Le Mans Series

Race
Date
Race track/location
Race duration

1.
17th March
Sebring International Raceway


Sebring, Florida (USA)
12 hours

2.
14th April
Donington Park


Donington (England)
2.45 hours

3.
20th May
Circuito de Jarama


Jarama (Spain)
2.45 hours

4.
15th July
Autodromo Fernanda Pires da Silva


Estoril (Portugal)
tba

5.
5th August
Salzburgring


Salzburg (Austria)
tba

6.
2nd Sept.
Autodromo di Vallelunga


Vallelunga (Italy)
tba

7.
6th October
Road Atlanta, "Petit Le Mans"


Braselton, Georgia (USA)
10 hours

Asia Pacific Le Mans Series Special Events

Race
Date
Race trace/location
Race duration

1.
11th Nov.
Sepang International Circuit


Sepang, (Malaysia)
6 hours

Contacts and travel information ALMS 2001

4th March 2001
Texas Motor Speedway


P.O. Box 500, Forth Worth, Texas 76101


Tel +1 (0) 817-215 8566, Fax +1 (0) 817-491 9285

Website
www.texasmotorspeedway.com

Race duration
2 hours, 45 minutes

Length of track
2,323 miles/3,737 kilometres

Prototypes:

2000 winner
Frank Biela/Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8)

Pole position
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8), 1.12,716 minutes

Fastest lap
Allan McNish (Audi R8)

GT category:

2000 winner
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Pole position
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R), 1.23,743 minutes

Fastest lap
Sascha Maassen (Porsche GT3R)


Airport
Dallas/Ft. Worth Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 972-574 7275

Tourist information
Forth Worth
Tel +1 800 –433 5747 


Dallas
Tel +1 800 –232 5527 

Location
Approx. 20 miles north of Forth Worth, at the intersection 


of Interstate 35W and State Highway 114.
17th March 2001
Sebring International Raceway


113 Midway Drive, Sebring, Florida 33870


Tel +1 (0) 863 655 1442, Fax +1 (0) 863-655 1777

Website
www.sebringraceway.com

Race duration
12 hours

Length of track
3,70 miles/5,954 kilometres 

Prototypes:

2000 winner
Frank Biela/Tom Kristensen/Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8)

Pole position
Biela/Kristensen/Pirro (Audi R8), 1.48,825 minutes

Fastest lap
Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8)

GT category:

2000 winner
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Pole position
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R), 2.07,064 minutes

Fastest lap
Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Airport
Orlando Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 407-825 2000


Tampa Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 813-870 8700


Sebring Regional Airport
Tel +1 (0) 941-655 6444

Tourist information
Sebring
Tel +1 (0) 863-385 1442

Location
Approx. five miles south-east of Sebring, 80 miles south of 


Orlando, 90 miles east of Tampa, near the intersection of 


Highway 27 and Highway 98.

22nd July 2001
Sears Point International Raceway 


Highway 37 & 121, Sonoma, CA 95476


Tel +1 (0) 707-938 8448, Fax +1 (0) 707-938 8691

Website
www.searspoint.com

Race duration
2 hours, 45 minutes

Length of track
2,52 miles/4,055 kilometres 

Prototypes:

2000 winner
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8)

Pole position
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8), 1.20,683 minutes 

Fastest lap
Allan McNish (Audi R8)

GT category:

2000 winner
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Pole position
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R), 1.35,707 minutes

Fastest lap
Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Airport
San Francisco Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 605-876 2377


Sonoma Airport
Tel +1 (0) 707-938 5382

Tourist information
Sonoma
Tel +1 (0) 707-565 2146

Location
40 miles north east of San Francisco on Highway 121.

4th August 2001
Portland International Raceway

4242 SE Milwaukee


P.O. Box 3024, Portland, Oregon 97208


Tel +1 (0) 503-823-7223, Fax +1 (0) 503-823 5896

Website
www.indytrax.com

Race duration
2 hours, 45 minutes

Length of track
1,994 miles/3,209 kilometres 

Prototypes:

2000 winner
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8)

Pole position
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8), 1.04,312 minutes

Fastest lap
Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8)

GT category:

2000 winner
Sascha Maassen/Bob Wollek (Porsche GT3R)

Pole position
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R), 1.15,155 minutes

Fastest lap
Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Airport
Portland Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 503-249 0700

Tourist information
Portland
Tel +1 800 -962 3700

Location
North of Portland, reached via Interstate 5, Exit 306B.

19th August 2001
Mosport International Raceway


3233 Concession Road 10, 


Bowmanville, Ontario, L1C 3K6; Canada


Tel +1 (0) 905-983 9141, Fax +1 (0) 905-983 5195

Website
www.mosport.com

Race duration
2 hours, 45 minutes

Length of track
2,459 miles/4,000 kilometres 

Prototypes:

2000 winner
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8)

Pole position
Frank Biela/Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8), 1.08,659 minutes

Fastest lap
Allan McNish (Audi R8)

GT category:

2000 winner
Randy Pobst/Bruno Lambert (Porsche GT3R)

Pole position
Pobst/Lambert (Porsche GT3R), 1.21,612 minutes

Fastest lap
Randy Pobst (Porsche GT3R)

Airport
Toronto Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 416-247 7678

Tourist information
Bowmanville
Tel +1 (0) 905-623 3379

Location
60 miles east of Toronto, north of Highway 401 by 


Bowmanville. To be reached via Durham 57, Exit 431, 


north on Road 20, then east.

25th August 2001
Circuit Mont-Tremblant


Route 327, Mont-Tremblant Village,


Quebec, Canada 


Office: 5155 De Sorel, Montreal, Qc H4P 1G7


Tel +1 (0) 514-731 5717, Fax +1 (0) 514-731 2700

Website
none

Race duration
4 hours

Length of track
2,65 miles/4,27 kilometres 

- new in the ALMS calendar -

Airport
Montreal-Mirabel
Tel +1 (0) 514 394 7377

Tourist information
Mont-Tremblant
Tel +1 (0) 819 425 8681

Location
One hour by car north-west of Montreal. 


From Montreal west via Route 10 onto Route 15, then 


north towards St. Jerome (turns into Route 117) as far as 


St. Jovite. 3,5 miles straight ahead, right at the flashing 


light into Monte Ryan Road. Left into Route 327, through 


the village of Mont Tremblant. Race track is on the right-


hand side.

9th Sept. 2001
Laguna Seca

Race track:
Laguna Seca International Raceway


P.O. Box 2078, Monterey, California 93942


Tel +1 (0) 408-648 5111, Fax +1 (0) 408-373 0533

Website
www.laguna-seca.com

Race duration
2 hours, 45 minutes

Length of track
2,238 miles/3,6 kilometres 

Prototypes:

2000 winner
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8)

Pole position
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8), 1.15,028 minutes

Fastest lap
Allan McNish (Audi R8)

GT category:

2000 winner
Hans-Joachim Stuck/Boris Said (BMW M3)

Pole position
Sascha Massen/Bob Wollek (Porsche GT3R), 


1.27,411 minutes

Fastest lap
Randy Pobst (Porsche GT3R)

Airport
San Francisco Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 650-876 2377


Monterey Airport
Tel +1 (0) 831-648 7007

Tourist information
Monterey
Tel +1 (0) 831-649 1770

Location
On State Highway 68, ten miles east of Monterey, 15 miles 


south west of Salinas and approx. 120 miles from San 


Francisco.

6th October 2001
Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta


5300 Winder Highway, Braselton, Georgia 30517


Tel +1 (0) 770-967 6143, Fax +1 (0) 770-967 2668

Website
www.roadatlanta.com

Racing distance
1000 miles (1609,2 kilometres ) or maximum 10 hours

Length of track
2,54 miles/4,09 kilometres 

Prototypes:

2000 winner
Allan McNish/Rinaldo Capello/Michele Alboreto (Audi R8)

Pole position
McNish/Capello/Alboreto (Audi R8), 1.10,391 minutes

Fastest lap
Allan McNish (Audi R8)

GT category:

2000 winner
Sascha Massen/Bob Wollek (Porsche GT3R)

Pole position
Bruno Lambert/Randy Pobst/Lazzaro (Porsche GT3R), 


1.23,587 minutes

Fastest lap
Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Airport
Hartsfield Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 404-530 6830

Tourist information
Atlanta
Tel +1 (0) 404-521 6600

Location
Approx. 50 miles north east of Atlanta, to be reached via 


Interstate 85 to Exit 49, then approx. five miles west on 


Highway 53.

21st October 2001 
Lowes Motor Speedway

Concord, North Carolina


Tel +1 (0) 704-455 3205, Fax +1 (0) 704-455 2547

Website
ww.lowesmotorspeedway.com

Race duration
2 hours, 45 minutes

Length of track
2.25 miles/3,62 kilometres 

Prototypes:

2000 winner
JJ Lehto/Jörg Müller (BMW V12 LMR)

Pole position
JJ Lehto/Jörg Müller (BMW V12 LMR), 1.04,096 minutes

Fastest lap
Jan Magnussen (Panoz LMP-1)

GT category:

2000 winner
Sascha Massen/Bob Wollek (Porsche GT3R)

Pole position
Lucas Luhr/Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R), 1.13,127 minutes 

Fastest lap
Dirk Müller (Porsche GT3R)

Airport
Charlotte NC Int´l Airport
Tel +1 (0) 704-359 4000

Tourist information
Charlotte 
Tel +1 800-847 4862

From the regulations of the ALMS 2001

In the American Le Mans Series (ALMS), the technical regulations are those of the Automobile Club de l’Ouest (A.C.O.) for the 24-Hour Race of Le Mans 2001.

The ALMS is held by Professional Sports Car Racing (SPORTS CAR). SPORTS CAR has its own sports regulations.

· Category allocation

There are four distinct category:

LM P 900:
open sports cars with a minimum weight of 900 kg

LM P 675:
open sports cars with a minimum weight of 675 kg

LM GTS:
open or closed sports cars, minimum weight 1100 kg

LM GT:
closed sports cars with a minimum weight of 1100 kg

The BMW M3 GTR is an LM GT.

· Start

There is a flying start, the signal is the green flag of the start. Starting from the pits is only allowed when the entire pack has passed the pits exit. 

· Race interruption and restart

If the race is interrupted, car maintenance work up until the restart require the express permission of the race director. If less than 50% of the distance has been covered when the interruption occurs, the race is regarded as incomplete; the organiser is not obliged to award prizes. If over 50% of the distance has been covered SPORTS CAR can undertake a complete ranking and award prizes accordingly.

· Driver log

Before points are awarded and within 30 minutes of the end of the race, SPORTS CAR requires a signed driver log from all participants indicating which driver drove the relevant car for how long or for how many laps.

· Speed limit in the pits

Maximum speed in the pits is 60 km/h. 

· Safety Car

The race direction can deploy a safety car at any time in order to ensure that a rescue is carried out more quickly and safely. If possible, the safety car will place itself in front of the leading car. The safety car may not be overtaken unless its occupants indicate by waving. The safety car covers at least two laps. When the warning lamps of the safety car go out, it will enter the pits at the next opportunity and the race is given clearance at the starting line.   

· Car maintenance work outside the pits

Only the driver is allowed to carry out maintenance work on the car outside the pits. Race attendants may pull or push the car to a safe place without incurring a penalty. The driver may not push his car outside the pits.  

· Dress in the pits

The filling attendant must wear non-inflammable clothing and protective goggles. During the race, all team members, industrial partners and others working beyond the pits must be dressed in non-inflammable clothing. Representatives of industrial partners (e.g. tyre or brake fitters) must be clearly recognisable as not belonging to the team.

· Regulations for the pits 

During the race, one team member may cross the pits wall to direct the car to a stopping place. This person may speak to the driver and the team but not perform any other function. The pit stop team and the required material (tyres etc.) must remain behind the wall until the car is stationary. 

While filling up with fuel, the car must be standing on its wheels and no other work may be done during this time.

A maximum of five team members may work on the car. This does not include: 

One driver seated in the car.

One driver getting in and out of the car.

Industrial representatives inspecting tyres or other components.

The team member holding the fire extinguisher.

Backing or driving in the wrong direction out of the pits is not permitted. If a driver has passed his pits, he must either complete another lap or be pushed backwards.

· Penalties

Penalties can be imposed up to $ 50,000, payable within one week. Other penalties which can be imposed are time penalties, point penalties, disqualifications and exclusion from events.

Standard penalties for first-time violations

- more than one person in the pits, before the car has arrived: 20 seconds.

- more than the permitted number of people working on the car: 20 seconds.

- more than the permitted number of people in the pits: 20 seconds.

- working under the car during fuel filling: 20 seconds.

- working under the car without a jack: 20 seconds.

- driving out of the pits with a pipe, cable or similar not connected: stop and go.

- driving over own cables, tools, parts, etc. with live current: stop and go.

- equipment in the pits before the car has arrived: 20 seconds.

- exceeding speed limit in the pits: stop and go.

- non-functional or non-prescribed automatic closing valve of filling system: 60 


seconds.

- non-covered facial hair of filling attendant: 20 seconds.

- filling attendant's goggles not worn properly or visor open: 20 seconds.

- fire extinguisher not held ready as required: 20 seconds.

- person in pits not dressed as prescribed: 20 seconds.

- denial of inspection of car or late for official examination: disqualification.

- disregard of red flag or of red light at exit to pits under racing conditions: two 


laps in pits during normal racing.

Penalty times are imposed as waiting times at the end of a pit stop. If this is not possible because the race has ended, the penalty time is added to the race time.

· Tyres

Only one previously designated set of tyres may be used per qualifying session per car. At the start of the race, every car must be fitted with at least three tyres from the set with which the qualification time was achieved, or else be placed at the back of the field. Tyre warmers or other types of tyre pre-warming devices are not permitted.

· Fuel

Uniform fuel supplied by the organiser.

· Electronics 

The following are not permitted: automatic or electronic systems for the gearbox, clutch, differentials, chassis settings or ground clearance, four-wheel steering, ABS and traction control. A simple electrical system which can be activated by the driver by means of a switch is not regarded as an electronic control system.

· Telemetry systems, which allow data to be transferred from the moving car to the pits may only be used in the LM P categories.

· Air restrictors

Air restrictors are required in order to ensure equality of performance between the various vehicle and engine concepts. The engines may only draw their air from these devices. One or two restrictors may be used. The regulations for the diameter of the air restrictors vary between the various categories and also between naturally aspirated engines and charged engines. Within the categories the diameters are defined in relation to vehicle weight and capacity. For turbo engines, the maximum boost pressure is also prescribed.

· Ranking

Championship titles are awarded to drivers in the classes LM P 900, LM P 675, LM GTS and LM GT based on the nine best of eleven possible results.

· points

1.
25 points
  6.
14 points
11.
9 points

2.
21 points
  7.
13 points
12.
8 points

3.
19 points
  8.
12 points
13.
7 points

4.
17 points
  9.
11 points
14.
6 points

5.
15 points
10.
10 points
15.
5 points

In races which last longer than six hours or whose distance is further than 1000 kilometres, five points are added.

There is one additional point for all drivers who lead the entire field for at least one complete lap and also for the driver who leads the entire field for the most laps.

In each category, the driver with the fastest lap time is awarded one additional point.

· Drivers

At least two drivers are prescribed per car. 

Every driver who has driven at least ten rounds is eligible to score points.

Any driver to have driven over 75% of the race duration receives no points. Both prize money and team points are cancelled in this case.

· Manufacturer ranking

Championship titles are awarded to manufacturers in the categories LM GTS and LM GT.

In the prototype categories, a championship title is awarded to the chassis manufacturer and to engine manufacturer.

One championship title is awarded for the tyre manufacturer in each of the prototype categories and the categories LM GTS and LM GT.

For manufacturer rankings, the placement points of the relevant manufacturer's best car are taken into account.

· Team ranking

Championship titles are awarded to teams in the prototype categories and the categories LM GTS and LM GT according to the same procedure as in the manufacturer ranking.
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