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Munich/Stephanskirchen, 16th April 2012. Team BMW Motorrad Motorsport heads to 
the Dutch province of Drenthe for the next race weekend. The iconic “TT Circuit” in 
Assen will host the third round of the 2012 FIM Superbike World Championship from 
20th to 22nd April. The team, with factory riders Leon Haslam (GBR) and Marco Melandri 
(ITA), is looking to continue the fine form it showed in the opening two rounds of the 
season. 
  
The season-opener at Phillip Island (AUS) saw Marco finish runner-up in his very first race 
on the BMW S 1000 RR – the team’s best individual result so far. At the second race 
weekend in Imola (ITA) it was the turn of Leon to turn on the style: the Brit’s two third 
place finishes secured BMW Motorrad’s first double podium in the Superbike World 
Championship. Despite the season still being in its early stages, the pair has already 
amassed 93 world championship points for Team BMW Motorrad Motorsport. Leon 
currently lies in fourth place in the Riders’ Championship on 47 points, with Marco just 
one point behind him in fifth place on 46 points. In the Manufacturers’ Championship, 
BMW is fourth with 63 points after two race weekends. Only the best result from each 
race counts towards this championship. 
 
On the Monday after the race in Imola, Team BMW Motorrad Motorsport took part in the 
official Infront Test at the Italian circuit. The team and the two riders were happy with their 
progress: Leon and his crew worked successfully on several areas, including the 
electronics set-up, and tested various adjustments to the chassis of his RR. Marco and 
his crew managed to reduce the high-frequency vibrations that had occurred previously 
on his bike. The team will be testing again this week in Mugello, Italy, as it continues its 
preparations for the race weekend in Assen. 
 
 
Assen from the riders’ point of view:  
Leon Haslam: 
“Assen is one of my favourite circuits. It is one of the old tracks and has a lot of history. 
The circuit is very fast and flowing. It is more of an old-school circuit and always produces 
an exciting race. A lot of fans always come over from England, so for me the atmosphere 
is always great. Last year we made a mistake in race one and crashed. In race two we had 
a top-five finish. So the bike can definitely be good at Assen and I am actually looking 
forward to going there with our new RR and the new set-up. 
 
The bike was very stable in the first races in Australia and Imola, and we can see where 
we can make improvements and what we need to work on. I am really looking forward to 



BMW Motorrad Motorsport 

 

every race from now. We are getting closer and closer to that first victory. If we get the 
chance to win, I am certain we would take it. In Imola we were less than three seconds 
from winning. Although we had some small issues there, we made it on to the podium 
and were very close to the front guys. This is all very positive and hopefully we can 
continue this at Assen.” 
 
 
Marco Melandri: 
“I have very good memories of Assen. I celebrated my first victory in the 125 cc World 
Championship there when I was 15, so it is a really special racetrack for me. Unfortunately 
the track now is much shorter. It is not the same as it was before. The old Assen was 
awesome. The last part of the new circuit is very nice, but the first part is quite narrow and 
very slow. 
 
At the test at Imola we found some good solutions. I am now more confident and 
hopefully we can see the result of the work we have put in as soon as Assen. I hope to 
have two good races and to fight for the podium. In any case, me and the team we will 
give our all.” 
 
 
Assen from a technical point of view: 
Andrea Dosoli (Head of Race Operations): 
“After the double podium we achieved at Imola and the positive test we completed there 
on the Monday after the race, we are now looking forward to the race weekend at Assen. 
The ‘TT Circuit’ is an historic racetrack with a tricky, flowing layout and many changes of 
direction. It requires the rider’s full concentration and does not give him any time to 
breath. The circuit’s characteristics require a bike that not only handles well in the fast 
corners, but also in the tight hairpin. And you always have to be prepared for the 
unpredictable Dutch weather. However, we are convinced that our riders and our BMW S 
1000 RR are ready for this tough challenge. 
 
Both riders are highly motivated and focused. Leon and his crew want to build on the 
successful weekend they had at Imola, and with the same approach he will be able to 
fight for the top positions again at Assen. Marco is determined to leave the 
disappointment he experienced at his home race behind him. In Imola, the circumstances 
did not allow him to show his talent and his potential. But at the Monday test, he and his 
crew were able to find a solution for their issues and, as a result, we are confident that this 
time he will also challenge for a podium finish.” 
 
 
Assen from Pirelli’s point of view: 
Pirelli will take a total of six solutions to the Dutch round: two for the front and four for the 
rear. The two solutions for the front are the standard SC1 and SC2 for 2012, which were 
already used in the first two rounds of the Superbike World Championship. For the rear, 
on the other hand, the riders will be able to choose from four options: an SC0 supersoft 
introduced at the Nürburgring in 2011, two SC1 solutions including the R300, which was 
introduced and used by various riders for the Imola round, and an SC2 which is suited for 
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colder temperatures. With these four solutions on the rear, Pirelli is able to offer a wide 
range of choices for the riders no matter what weather conditions they find at the Assen 
circuit. Although the track has been altered a bit in recent years, losing some of the fast 
chicanes, it is still a track with very aggressive asphalt but good water drainage, capable of 
drying off quickly in the event of rain, since it is in an area that is traditionally exposed to 
the wind. Even more than at the Phillip Island round, the track here is very diversified, with 
dry sections sometimes alternating with moist or wet asphalt, so it is a track where the 
teams’ tyre selection can make all the difference. 
 
 
Background: 
Assen is the capital of the Dutch province of Drenthe and is located about 180 kilometres 
north-east of Amsterdam and 30 kilometres south of Groningen. The city, which has a 
population of about 66,000, has a long tradition for two-wheel enthusiasts and is known 
as a Mecca for motorcycle racing even beyond the borders of the Netherlands. The first 
race was held there in 1925. Since 1949 there has always been at least one World 
Championship race in Assen, and the Superbike World Championship has stopped there 
every year since 1992. 
  
The first races were held as road races and took the drivers through the towns of Borger, 
Schoonloo and Grollo. In 1955, however, a permanent racetrack was built: the “TT Circuit 
Assen”, which is still lovingly known by fans as “The Cathedral”. The circuit was originally 
just under eight kilometres long before extensive modifications were made in 2006, when 
the length was reduced to about 4.5 kilometres. The circuit is tailored to the needs of 
motorcycle races. Some of its eleven left-handers and six right-hand corners are banked. 
The stands around “The Cathedral” have space for about 100,000 spectators, ensuring 
there is always a very special atmosphere in Assen. 
  
The “TT Circuit” in Assen is known for its high speeds and some really quick changes of 
direction. It is important for riders to find a good rhythm on the flowing track. But beware: 
too much aggression can soon result in a rider losing his rhythm and can cost valuable 
time. Furthermore, much of the race is spent in the lean position, with the riders 
subjected to enormous G forces. The handling when entering corners is of great 
importance when setting the bike up. Although the layout is generally a quick one, it is 
broken up by a hairpin, out of which the bike must be able to accelerate well. Other key 
points include the penultimate corner, in which the bike must be stable, and the final 
chicane, which demands excellent braking. 
  
BMW Motorrad factory rider Marco Melandri (ITA) has good memories of Assen. In 1997, 
as a 15-year-old, the circuit was the scene of his first victory in the 125cc World 
Championship in his first year in the series. That triumph made him one of the youngest 
riders ever to win a Grand Prix. His team-mate Leon Haslam (GBR) has also claimed 
several podium finishes in Assen, and is looking to repeat the feat with the BMW S 1000 
RR.
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Facts and figures: 
Circuit/Date TT Circuit Assen / 22nd April 2012 

Start time Race 1 (local/CET) 12.00 hrs / 12.00 hrs 

Start time Race 2 (local/CET) 15.30 hrs / 15.30 hrs  

Lap/Race distance 4.542 km / 99.924 km (22 laps) 

Corners  11 left-hand and 6 right-hand corners 

Winners  
2011 

Race 1: Jonathan Rea, Castrol Honda, 35.46,486 min. 
Race 2: Carlos Checa, Althea Racing, 35.38,693 min. 

Fastest race lap 2011 Leon Camier, Aprilia Alitalia Racing Team, 1.36,476 min. 

Data 2011: 
 

Top speed: 298,7 km/h (Marco Melandri, Race 1 and 2) 
Longest section at full throttle: 8.7 sec / 554 m  
Fastest corner: Ramshoek, 3rd gear, 169 km/h 
Maximum deceleration: 270 km/h – 102 km/h 

 
Riders Marco Melandri Leon Haslam 

Date of birth 07.08.1982 31.05.1983 

Place of birth Ravenna / Italy London / Great Britain 

Nationality Italian British 

Residence Ravenna /Italy Smalley / Great Britain 

Marital status Engaged Married 

Height 1.66 m 1.73 m 

Weight 60 kg 67 kg 

WSBK debut 2011, Phillip Island (AUS) 2003, Brands Hatch (GBR) 

Race starts  30 116 

Pole positions 1 1  

Wins 4 3 

Podium finishes 16 25 

Fastest race laps 3 3 

Best World 
Championship placing 

2nd (2011) 2nd (2010) 

WSBK points 2012 46 47 

 
Team BMW Motorrad Motorsport 

Founded 01.01.2009 

Locations Munich and Stephanskirchen (GER) 

WSBK debut 2009, Phillip Island (AUS) 

Race starts 84 

Pole positions 1 

Wins 0 

Podium  places 8 

Fastest laps  1 

WSBK placings 4th
 
(2011), 311 points 

6th (2010), 201 points 
6th (2009), 141 points  

WSBK points 2012 63 (Manufacturer) / 93 (Team) 

 
Note to editors: You can find the latest press releases, press kits and rights-free images (for 
editorial purposes) at: www.press.bmwgroup-sport.com 
 
Press contact: Benjamin Titz, BMW Sports Communications, Email: benjamin.titz@bmw.de, 
Telephone: +49 89 382 22998, Mobile: +49 179 7438088  


