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POWERCUP & NEW BMW M6 FLY INTO MUGELLO

The stunning venue for the Italian MotoGP, Mugello, will see more action this weekend as the BMW Motorrad Powercup 2005 blasts into town for the second race of the brand new race series that kicked off three weeks ago at Le Mans in France. The opening race in France saw the top 6 riders over the line in just 1.7 seconds confirming that this is going to be a cracking series to watch with the BMW K 1200 R machines racing over the remaining six rounds. Mugello and its near kilometre long home straight will enable the BMW’s to show off their top speed of approaching 270km/h as riders dice wheel to wheel, slipstreaming each other for that last advantage before the line.

Italian rider Roberto Panichi is the home town hero looking for the win in front of his home crowd come raceday, Saturday. Panichi knows how to win as his numerous BoxerCup victories attest to, but on a the new BMW K 1200 R the tall Italian will be looking for a full score of 25 points to climb up the leaderboard after his third place from Le Mans. Winner from France Stephane Mertens won the Mugello BMW race 12 months ago so is already a favourite. The question will be though, can he escape from the clutches of a chasing, slip streaming pack that is the essence of fast race tracks the world over?

Reigning BoxerCup Champion – and winner of a new BMW M3 last year - Thomas Hinterreiter bagged a second place in France and is always a one to watch, as is Markus Barth who retired from a certain podium place last time out at Le Mans. Barth has not been resting since his last BMW outing, opting to ride the daunting 14.6km road racing course of the North West 200 in Northern Ireland for further motor cycle thrills.

Mugello is the favourite of nearly ever person involved in the MotoGP travelling circus. The may well be sixteen other races on the calendar, but most people opt for the Mugello as the high point of the season. Fans from all over Europe flock to the 5.2km track to get a glimpse of their MotoGP heroes, and some of the best racing seen due to the flowing nature of the track and it’s lack of modern stop/start corners that break up wheel to wheel racing. The crowd figure come race day would surely be greater were it not for the fact that the track is tucked away in the smallest of valleys, making access on race day manic at best. If you are not at track by 7am, many find they have to abandon their car and walk such is the traffic!

BMW and Mugello are linked over many years. The old Mille Miglia course passes a few kilometres away from the track, the cars passing over the Futa Pass as they made their way back towards Brescia in the enormous road race. BMW’s legendary M3 was launched at the track in 1985 – a car that went on to dominate Touring Car Racing in the late 80s and early 90s. F1 cars continue to test at the track to this day.

As BMW and its Motorsport activities move ever forward, the results of their worldwide four wheeled successes makes an appearance this weekend at Mugello with the all new BMW M6 being introduced. Yet another stunning vehicle from BMW’s M line of cars that now have a legendary status. With a 4 litre V10 engine pushing out 507hp, the M6 and the other Safety Car, the M5, will have over 1000hp between them as they escort the Grand Prix and Power Cup bikes around their sighting and warm up laps.

The 14 lap BMW Power Cup race will take place on Saturday afternoon at 16.30hrs.
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