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1. Return to the place of victory.

Showdown in the “Green Hell”.
When you get 210 cars pitting their skills against each other on a 
25.378-kilometre-long twisting track, every motor racing fan knows the 
24 Hour Race is on again at the Nürburgring. BMW Motorsport will 
again be fielding two BMW M3 GTRs in the 33rd edition of this endurance classic, which starts at 15:00 hrs on 8th May 2005. Following their 
triumphant one-two victory last year, the two powerful GT sports cars are returning to the Nordschleife to contest their farewell race.

When it came to selecting the drivers, Team BMW Motorsport espoused the adage “Never change a winning team”. And so last year’s three winners –
Dirk Müller (GER), Jörg Müller (GER) and Hans-Joachim Stuck (GER) – are part of the line-up, along with Duncan Huisman (NLD), Pedro Lamy (POR) 
and Boris Said (USA), who crossed the finishing line in second place in 2004. The reigning European Touring Car Champion Andy Priaulx (GBR) joins the team as driver number seven.

Whereas the 30-year-old marks his debut on the Nordschleife, 
the competition car of Team BMW Motorsport – the BMW M3 GTR – will be making its final appearance in the Eifel. Last year, the 500 bhp power pack 
put in a compelling performance with its invincible combination of speed and reliability. In 2005, the seasoned crew of Schnitzer Motorsport from 
Freilassing – BMW’s partner on the Nordschleife once again – will be pulling out all the stops to deliver an error-free race. In order to achieve this 
goal, the team headed by manager Charly Lamm has undergone intensive preparations for the endurance marathon through the Eifel forests. 

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen knows the strengths of the team only too well, but he also takes their rivals very seriously. “After our one-two victory in 2004, many naturally regard us as the favourites for this year as well”, he says. “But there is serious competition and they are fired up to deny us victory. It will be difficult to repeat an error-free race like last year’s, but we will be doing all we can to offer the BMW fans another good show in this 
classic event, which is at the same time the final race for the BMW M3 GTR.”

BMW and Schnitzer: a successful mix.
To date, no car marque has managed to stamp its imprint on the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race as remarkably as BMW, which lays claim to 17 overall victories, including seven one-two wins. In the 32 races held so far, BMW cars 
have taken a total of 97 class wins. That Schnitzer Motorsport is a formidable contestant in the Nürburgring 24 Hours was proved long before last year’s performance. Back in 1989 and 1990, Lamm and his team had already driven the BMW M3 to victory on the Nordschleife. On top of that come five wins in the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (BEL) and one, in 1999, with the open BMW V12 LMR prototype in the classic 24-hour marathon of Le Mans (FRA).

Final appearance for a winning type.
Four years after its debut in the American LeMans Series (ALMS), 
the BMW M3 GTR is about to bid farewell to the race track. In the USA this sports car with a four-litre V8 engine was triumphant from the word go. 
In 2001, Jörg Müller won the ALMS Drivers’ title in the GT Class, while 
BMW Motorsport secured first place in the Team classification and BMW took the Manufacturers’ trophy.

Delivering around 500 bhp, the BMW M3 GTR has the power required to master the Nordschleife’s inclines of up to 17 percent. Specially developed suspension, optimised aerodynamics and systematic lightweight design with body parts made of carbon fibre render the M3 an impressive racing machine.

Experience as the bedrock of success.
The driver with the greatest experience in the BMW squad is without doubt Hans-Joachim Stuck (54). This year sees him competing in a 24-hour event for the 54th time. He has won the marathon on the Nordschleife three times. In 2005, Dirk Müller (29) and Jörg Müller (35), along with Andy Priaulx (30), 
are also competing in the FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC). 
The BMW line-up for the Nürburgring race is completed by experienced racing drivers Duncan Huisman (33), Pedro Lamy (33) and Boris Said (42).

“There was no reason to change last year’s successful sextet of drivers”, 
says Theissen. “Our new seventh man, Touringcar-Europe champion 
Andy Priaulx, provides further reinforcement. I see the combination of long-distance experience and proven speed as one of the key advantages of our driver line-up.” 

2. Farewell to the BMW M3 GTR.

The BMW M3 GTR was developed by BMW Motorsport with the American LeMans Series (ALMS) in mind. But it wasn’t only across the Atlantic that this thoroughbred GT sports car celebrated major successes. Ahead of the 
final race appearance of the BMW M3 GTR, BMW Motorsport Director 
Mario Theissen and drivers Hans-Joachim Stuck, Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller look back at the high points in the career of the 500 bhp car.

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen:
“There’s no doubt that the BMW M3 GTR will enter BMW Motorsport’s history books as a winning model. In the American LeMans Series it dominated the scene from the start. I remember with great joy the year 2001 when we managed to win the championship title in every category of 
the ALMS GT Class. But it wasn’t the end of the success story of this most extreme M3 of all times. Last year, when we took a one-two win at 
the Nürburgring, it also provided evidence of its ability to survive a 24-hour marathon in superb style and to complete it victoriously. In 2005 we will 
be sending the BMW M3 GTR out onto the Nordschleife for the last time. 
I am certain the BMW fans will give it a worthy send-off at the track.” 

Hans-Joachim Stuck (three-times winner of the 24 Hour Race 
at the Nürburgring): 
“Driving the BMW M3 GTR on its final outing on a race track is a very special occasion for me. It completes the circle as far as I’m concerned, because I was also behind the wheel on the car’s first outing across the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. The BMW M3 GTR has brought me major wins, including overall victory in the Nürburgring 24 Hours in 2004, race wins in the ALMS and successes in other endurance races. It has been a car of the old school, offering a good combination of performance, aerodynamics and tyres. 
New developments such as ABS and traction control also suited it very 
well. The BMW M3 GTR will always remain a very special racing car for me. 
In my entire career I have never driven a more fascinating car on the Nordschleife.”

Jörg Müller (2001 ALMS Champion in the GT Class and winner 
of the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race 2004):  
“What impressed me most was the way the BMW M3 GTR performed at its debut race in Sebring in 2001. Prior to that, we had no idea whether it would survive the 12-hour event. For a long time J.J. Lehto and I were leading 
the field, and in the end we finished third. It was an impressive debut. On the bumpy race tracks in America, the suspension of the M3 GTR gave us a significant advantage over our rivals, enabling us to win the championship title. The car also impressed me during our involvement on the Nordschleife. 
Many of our competitors in 2004 were superior to us on paper, but the 
BMW M3 GTR managed to demonstrate its potential once again. This isn’t an underhanded car that poses puzzles for the driver, it’s a car that is extremely pleasant to drive. After all its successes, the BMW M3 GTR certainly goes into well-earned retirement.”

Dirk Müller (winner of the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race in 2004): 
“The BMW M3 GTR was the first car that I drove for BMW. For that reason alone it will always remain a very special car. I’ve spent quite a few hours dripping perspiration in this car – and it was always great fun. This was the most powerful M3 ever built in Munich. I hope it will bring us luck one 
more time this year. In a 24-hour race, a special relationship develops between a driver and a car. You’re constantly listening to the car and hoping not to 
hear anything. That was usually the case with the BMW M3 GTR. A farewell is always a new beginning as well, and I’m already looking forward to what follows on from the M3 GTR.”

3. Profile of Team BMW Motorsport.

Team BMW Motorsport.

There’s barely another discipline in which experience counts as much as in 24-hour races. Teams have to respond instantaneously to changing conditions, every decision on racing strategy can determine victory or defeat. For the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race, BMW is again putting its faith in 
the tried and tested combination of BMW engineers and the racing team 
of Schnitzer Motorsport.

In the past, this team has proved more than once that it is up to the tremendous challenge of such a marathon. Team BMW Motorsport’s last impressive performance was in the 2004 edition of this classic race on 
the Nordschleife when the two BMW M3 GTRs crossed the finishing line in first and second place. The countless successes of Schnitzer Motorsport 
in touring car racing and endurance events are inextricably bound up with the name of Charly Lamm. Under the guidance of this seasoned team manager, BMW racing cars have collected trophies around the world.

Schnitzer Motorsport is based in the Bavarian town of Freilassing, near the Austrian border. Over the last 42 years or so it has won 16 titles with BMW, including three European Touring Car Championships and titles in Germany, Britain, Italy, Japan and southeast Asia. On long-distance circuits, too, 
the team boasts an impressive tally of successes. In 1997, they celebrated three wins in the FIA GT Championship with the McLaren BMW F1 GTR. 
In 1999 they took overall victory in the 24 Hours of Le Mans with the open-topped BMW V12 LMR prototype. In the American LeMans Series (ALMS), Team BMW Motorsport won the GT Class in 2001 with the BMW M3 GTR.

Schnitzer has demonstrated its prowess not only in Le Mans but in other endurance classics as well. In 1989, 1990 and 2004 the team crossed the finishing line at the Nürburgring as overall winners. Five wins in the 24 Hour Race of Spa-Francorchamps were also added to the record. Apart from the forthcoming event on the Nordschleife, Lamm’s crew are this year focusing their energy on the FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC). 
Schnitzer is responsible in this series for fielding the two BMW 320i models driven by Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller, who as BMW Team Deutschland aim 
to stir things up in the new rendition of the World Touring Car Championship. 

Team name:
Team BMW Motorsport, München

Racing team:
Schnitzer Motorsport, with the backing of 
BMW Motorsport engineers

Team Manager:
Charly Lamm, Schnitzer Motorsport

Technical Director:
Friedrich Nohl, BMW Motorsport 

Websites:
www.bmw-motorsport.com, www.schnitzer.de

Major successes – Schnitzer Motorsport:


1966
1st place German Championship (BMW 2000 ti)
1975
1st place European F2 Championship (Martini BMW)

1976
2nd place GT Manufacturers’ World Championship 


(BMW 3.5 CSL)


1978
1st place German Racing Championship (BMW 320)

1980–1998
Nine wins in touring car races in Macau – Guia Race

 
(BMW 320, BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1983, 1986, 1988
1st place European Touring Car Championship 


(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3)
1985, 1986, 1988
1st place Spa 24 Hours

1990, 1995 
(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1987
1st place World Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1989, 1991
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3)

1989
1st place German Touring Car Championship 


(BMW M3)

1989, 1990
1st place Italian Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1993
1st place British Touring Car Championship 


(BMW 318i)
1994
1st place Asia Pacific Championship (BMW 318is)
1995
1st place Japanese Touring Car Championship 


(BMW 320i)


1st place ADAC Super Touring Car Cup (BMW 320i)

1998
1st place German Super Touring Car Championship


(BMW 320i)

1999
1st place Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)


1st place Sebring 12 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2001
1st place GT Class American Le Mans Series 


(BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2nd place FIA ETCC Team Championship (BMW 320i)


2nd and 4th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ Championship

2003
2nd place FIA ETCC Team Championship (BMW 320i) 


2nd and 5th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ Championship 


Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st and 2nd place Nürburgring 24 Hrs (BMW M3 GTR)

   
2nd place FIA ETCC Team Championship (BMW 320i)


2nd and 4th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ Championship 

    
1st and 2nd place Macau - Guia Race (BMW 320i) 
  
1st and 2nd place in two rounds of the BF Goodrich 
 
long-distance championship at the Nürburgring 
 
(BMW M3 GTR)


1st place GT2 Class and 6th place overall


24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
FIA WTCC BMW Team Deutschland (BMW 320i)

4. Hans-Joachim Stuck.

“Mr Nordschleife” plans his next coup.

In the course of his racing career, Hans-Joachim Stuck has secured a firm place in the record books of the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race. It was in 1969 that he first took on the “Green Hell” in a BMW 2002, ultimately completing the 300-kilometre race distance in third place. It was not the last time that the son of the legendary “Hillclimb King” would climb onto the podium at the Nürburgring. Subsequent years saw Stuck winning the marathon in the Eifel 
a total of three times. In 1970 he triumphed in a BMW 2002 ti in the 
debut 24 Hour Race. 18 years later, victory number two followed, this time in a BMW 320d. In 2004, Stuck completed his Nürburgring hat trick when, along with Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller, he dominated the race in a BMW M3 GTR for Team BMW Motorsport.

This year Stuck gears up for his 54th 24-hour race. In addition to his three triumphs on the Nordschleife, he has won the Le Mans 24 Hours twice, 
the Sebring 12 Hours three times and the 24 Hours of Spa once. But it wasn’t only on long-distance circuits that “Strietzel”, as his fans call him, made 
a name for himself. In 1974 he was runner-up in the European Formula 2 Championship in a March BMW, as well as marking his Formula One debut. 
In six years, he contested 74 grands prix and collected 29 World Championship points. Twice he managed the leap onto the podium as a third-placed finisher. Later on, Stuck was victorious in the American IMSA Series and became Sports Car World Champion in 1985.

For BMW the 54-year-old is more than just a fast racing driver. He also acts 
as a brand ambassador on behalf of the group. Thanks to his involvement as a Formula One expert for the Premiere TV channel, he remains in close touch with what goes on at the pinnacle of motorsport. But for Stuck the greatest joy remains, as before, getting behind the wheel of a high-performance car 
such as the BMW M3 GTR. Over the 30 years of his career, this thoroughbred racing driver has lost none of his incentive for racing. For him, another win 
on the Nordschleife would mean joining the select circle of drivers who have taken four victories in the Eifel. That’s a goal Stuck is determined to achieve.

Date/Place of birth: 
1st January 1951/Garmisch-Partenkirchen (GER)

Place of residence:
Ellmau, Austria

Marital status:
married to Sylvia, two sons

Website:
www.hansstuck.com

1969
first touring car races

1970
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW 2002 ti)

1972
1st place Spa 24 Hours (Ford Capri), 


German Racing Champion (Ford)

1973
European Formula 2 Championship (March BMW)

1974
2nd place European F2 Championship (March BMW),
Formula One debut

1975
3rd place IMSA GT Series/USA (BMW), five wins

1976
Formula One (March)

1977
11th place Formula One (Brabham), 
two third places

1978/1979
Formula One (Shadow/ATS) 

1979 
1st place Procar Series (BMW)

1981, 1983
2nd place German Racing Championship (BMW)

1984

2nd place European Touring Car Championship BMW),

two wins World Sportscar Championship (Porsche)

1985
1st place World Sportscar Championship, 


2nd place German Championship (Porsche)

1986
2nd place World Sportscar Championship, 


1st place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche)


1st place Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche)

1987
1st place Le Mans 24 Hours,


1st place ADAC Supercup (Porsche)

1988
1st place Sebring 12 Hrs, 
2nd place Le Mans 24 Hrs (Porsche), 


3rd place Trans-Am Series (Audi), four wins

1989
4th place IMSA GTO Series/USA (Audi), seven wins


3rd place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche) 

1990
German Touring Car Champion (DTM) (Audi)

1991
3rd place DTM (Audi), 
IMSA Supercar Series (Porsche)

1992
DTM (Audi), IMSA Supercar Series (Porsche)

1993
IMSA Supercar Champion, eight wins; 


1st place Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche)

1994, 1995
3rd and 6th place at Le Mans (Porsche), 


8th and 4th place ADAC Touring Car Cup (Audi), 


IMSA (Porsche)

1996
9th place International Touring Car Championship 

(Opel), two wins in Helsinki,
3rd place Le Mans 24 Hrs

1997
17th place FIA GT Championship, 


Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche)

1998
Le Mans 24 Hours, Team BMW Motorsport (BMW


V12 Le Mans); development programme BMW V8


racing engine,
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hrs (BMW 320d)

1999
ALMS (BMW M3 GT, BMW Team PTG),

winner at Sears Point, USRRC win at Lime Rock

2000
ALMS (BMW M3 GT, BMW Team PTG), 


winner at Laguna Seca

2001
8th place ALMS GT Class (BMW Team PTG M3 GTR), wins at Portland and Road Atlanta

2002
raced for BMW in the USA (BMW Team PTG M3),
Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3)

2003
raced for BMW in the USA (BMW Team PTG M3),
Nürburgring 24 Hrs (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hrs (BMW M3 GTR);
GT2 Class win and 6th overall Spa-Francorchamps
24 Hrs (BMW M3GTR)
1st place in two rounds of the BFGoodrich long-distance championship at the Nürburgring
(BMW M3 GTR)


5. Dirk Müller.

All-rounder in marathon mode.

When Dirk Müller talks about the 24 Hour Race at the Nürburgring, his eyes sparkle with enthusiasm. “The atmosphere there is just unique”, says the 
man from the Siegerland in North-Rhine Westphalia. Last year he was at the centre of the fans’ celebrations when he capped the victory of the number 
42 BMW M3 GTR in perfect style as the final driver. “It was unquestionably one of my best wins ever”, he recalls. 

Dirk Müller began his career in kart racing at the age of 14, followed by a successful involvement in Formula and sports car racing. In 2000, he won the GT Class of the American LeMans Series (ALMS). Before his triumph 
on the Nordschleife in 2004, he had already made it onto the podium in 
long-distance classics at Daytona (1998 and 1999) and Le Mans (1999), coming second each time.

In challenging marathon races of this kind, teamwork is the key to success for Dirk Müller. “The team has to work in perfect harmony”, he says. “That goes not just for the drivers, but also for the mechanics. In 2004 we managed that in an optimal way.” He knows the Schnitzer Motorsport racing team extremely well. It is the same team that is also responsible for fielding his BMW 320i in this year’s FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC).

In that series, Dirk Müller – along with his team-mate Jörg Müller – 
will be racing for BMW Team Deutschland. In the European Touring Car Championship, which he contested from 2002 to 2004, he was last year involved in a nailbiting battle for the title with fellow BMW driver Andy Priaulx. 
It wasn’t until the final race in Dubai that the winner was decided. In the 
end both drivers had a points total of 111, but the title went to Priaulx, who had taken more race wins in the course of the season. Dirk Müller was disappointed at such a narrow defeat, but wants to make a renewed attempt at winning the title in the first World Touring Car Championship since 1987. 
A good result in the Nürburgring 24 Hours should serve as an added incentive.

Date/Place of birth:
18th November 1975/Burbach (GER)

Residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
married to Daniela

Website:
www.dirk-mueller.com

1989/1990
began kart racing

1991
3rd place ADAC Pop Kart Championship

1992
2nd place Formula König

1993
2nd place Formula König, four wins,


12th place German Formula Opel

1994
3rd place German Formula Opel, two wins

1995
selected races Formula Opel European Series,


first Formula 3 race

1996
German Formula 3 Championship, one win

1997
signed on by the Porsche Junior Team,


5th place Porsche Carrera Cup, one win

1998
1st place Porsche Carrera Cup, four wins,


2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT2),


4th place Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche GT1),


2nd place GT Class Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT3R),


1st place GT Class Petit Le Mans (Porsche GT3R)

2000
1st place GT Class ALMS, four wins (Porsche GT3R)

2001
6th place GT Class ALMS, one win (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
4th place FIA ETCC, three wins (BMW 320i) 

Formula One test with the BMW WilliamsF1 Team

2003 
5th place FIA ETCC, two wins (BMW 320i),


Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR)

2004

24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR)

Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race (BMW 320i)

1st place in two rounds of the BFGoodrich long-distance
 
championship at the Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

2005

FIA WTCC for BMW Team Deutschland (BMW 320i)

6. Jörg Müller.

Leading the way all the way.

Jörg Müller has taken to long-distance events like a fish to water. Although the 35-year-old has had a taste of Formula One as a test driver for Arrows and Sauber as well as being a development driver for BMW, he has been equally fascinated by the challenge of marathon races. In the BMW V12 LMR, 
with which BMW won the Le Mans 24 Hours in 1999, he celebrated wins in the American LeMans Series the following year. In 2001, he drove 
a BMW M3 GTR to win the GT Class title in this long-distance championship. 

In Le Mans he not only competed for BMW but also gleaned experience racing for Nissan and Porsche. He also competed in the Daytona 24 Hours once and the 24 Hours of Spa twice. In Belgium, he won his first 
event in 1996 driving for BMW. In 2004, he returned to the Ardennes with 
Team BMW Motorsport and went on to take victory in the GT2 Class.

But his greatest success to date in an endurance class was winning on the Nürburgring Nordschleife last year when he took victory along with Dirk Müller and Hans-Joachim Stuck. “In 2004 we did an error-free job”, he says. 
“It won’t be easy achieving that a second time, but we will do our very best. The 24 Hour Race on the Nürburgring is a fantastic event.”

At the start of his career, Jörg Müller seemed to sail through the various Formula classes with the greatest of ease. He won championship titles in Formula Ford, Formula Opel, Formula 3 and Formula 3000. This season, 
the BMW works driver is involved in the FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC), where he makes up BMW Team Deutschland together with 
Dirk Müller. In the European Touring Car Championship, Jörg Müller was runner-up in the Drivers’ classification in 2002 and 2003. In the first 
World Championship to be held since 1987, he also aims to be battling 
among the front-runners. Apart from his racing involvement, he is also active as chief instructor at the Formula BMW Racing Center in Valencia, where 
he passes on valuable tips to talented young Formula BMW drivers to help 
them pursue successful careers on the race track. 

Date/Place of birth:
3rd September 1969/Kerkrade (NLD)

Place of residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
divorced

Website:
www.joerg-mueller.org

1984–1987
kart racing

1988
1st place German Formula Ford Championship

1989
1st place German Formula Opel Lotus Challenge

1990
1st place Formula Ford European Championship;


5th place German Formula 3 Championship

1991
1st place Formula 3 Grand Prix in Monaco

1992
7th place German F3 Championship 

1993
German F3 Championship, 
1st place F3 GP Macau

1994
1st place German F3 Championship

1995
BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup

1996
1st place European Formula 3000 Championship,


BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup,


1st place Spa 24 Hours (BMW 318is)

1997
Formula One test driver for Arrows,


Le Mans 24 Hours (Nissan)

1998
Formula One test driver for Sauber;


2nd place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
BMW works and F1 test driver: one ALMS win,


Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2000
5th place ALMS, two wins (1999 BMW V12 LMR),


Formula One test driver for Michelin

2001
1st place ALMS GT Class, four wins (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2nd place FIA ETCC, four wins (BMW 320i)

2003
2nd place FIA ETCC, five wins (BMW 320i), 


Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR),

1st place Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race (BMW 320i),

4th place ETCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Deutschland

GT2 Class win and 6th overall Spa-Francorchamps

24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
FIA WTCC for BMW Team Deutschland (BMW 320i)

7. Duncan Huisman.

Late starter from Holland.

Duncan Huisman made his motorsport debut fairly late on. He was 20 by the time he attended a course at a racing driver school, following which he followed in the footsteps of his brother Patrick, five years his senior and already a successful racing driver. Huisman could thus be sure of his family’s support, particularly as his father – himself a racing manager – positively welcomed the ambitions of his sons.

Once he had developed a taste for the track, Huisman began competing in vintage car races, rallies, and sports and touring car events. Successes were not long in coming. In 1997, the now 33-year-old won his first Dutch Touring Car Championship in a BMW 320i. 2000 and 2002 saw him repeat that feat. On an international level too, such as in the FIA ETCC, he left an enduring impression. In 2003, Huisman took the title in that event as best private driver in a BMW 320i fielded by Team Carly Motors.

In 2001, the Dutchman initiated an impressive string of successes in the legendary Guia Race in Macau when – once again in a BMW 320i – 
he claimed victory in this touring car race held on the city’s labyrinthine circuit. In the two following years as well, Huisman proved invincible in the former Portuguese colony. It wasn’t until 2004 that he was dethroned by fellow 
BMW driver Jörg Müller.  

24-hour races have been part of Huisman’s repertoire since 1994. In that 
year, he was one of three drivers who formed the youngest team ever to contest the race in Spa-Francorchamps. In events at Daytona he gathered further experience in long-distance racing. This paid off in 2004 when, 
as part of Team BMW Motorsport, he lined up for the Nürburgring marathon for the first time. Along with his team-mates, he delivered an error-free race on this challenging circuit and was able to join fellow-drivers Pedro Lamy 
and Boris Said in celebrating a second-placed finish in the BMW M3 GTR.

Date/Place of birth:
11th November 1971/Doornspijk (NLD)

Place of residence:
Vreden (GER)

Marital status:
single
Website:
www.duncanhuisman.com


1992–1993
Squadra Bianca Cup, Dutch Ferrari Porsche Challenge, two wins

1994
3rd place Dutch Touring Car Champ. (BMW 320i), 


Dutch Rally Championship (Mitsubishi)

1995
2nd place Dutch GT Championship (BMW M3 GTR), 


5th place Maserati Ghibli Cup

1996
10th place Porsche Super Cup

1997
1st place Dutch Touring Car Championship, 
seven wins (BMW 320i)

1998
1st place Belcar Championship, four wins (Porsche),


5th place Daytona 24 Hrs, 2nd place GT2 Cl. (Porsche);


5th place Dutch Touring Car Championship, 
two wins (BMW 320i),
Spa-Francorchamps 24 Hours (BMW 320i), 


8th place Belgian Procar Championship (BMW 320i)

1999
11th place Dutch Touring Car Championship
(BMW 320i)

2000
1st place Dutch Touring Car Championship, 
four wins (BMW 320i),
Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche)

2001
2nd place FIA Super Production Championship,
three wins, 


1st place Guia Race in Macau (BMW 320i)

2002
1st place Dutch Touring Car Championship, 
nine wins (BMW 320i),
Daytona 24 Hours (Marcos),


1st place Guia Race in Macau, FIA ETCC (BMW 320i) 

2003
1st place Independents’ Trophy FIA ETCC 
(BMW 320i),


1st place Guia Race in Macau (BMW 320i)

2004
2nd place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR),
Guia Race in Macau (BMW 320i)

2005
Dutch Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge

8. Pedro Lamy.

From sprinter to endurance specialist.

Pedro Lamy is one of five drivers in Team BMW Motorsport to have already gleaned experience driving a Formula One car. Between 1993 and 1996, 
he competed in 32 grands prix and collected a World Championship point for Minardi in Adelaide, Australia, in 1995. His Formula career had started in 
1989 with the Portuguese Formula Ford Championship. It wasn’t long before racing experts beyond his home country took note of the “sunshine boy” 
from Portugal. Among them was manager Willi Weber, who had brought Michael Schumacher, among others, onto the Formula One grid.

In 1992, Lamy was racing for Weber’s Formula 3 team. The young driver already had a dozen championship titles under his belt and went on to demonstrate his talent in the German Championship, taking the title by storm with eleven wins. Through Formula 3000 Lamy ultimately made the leap 
into motor racing’s top echelon, though he never found a place in any of the top teams.

In 1997, sports and touring cars became his profession and long-distance races his passion. Lamy entered the Le Mans 24 Hours five times, finishing fourth overall in 1998. He competed in the 24 Hours of Spa once and 
the Nürburgring endurance event three times, where he was a member of the winning team in 2001 and 2002. Last year, the 33-year-old also lined up 
on the grid of the “Green Hell”, this time in a BMW M3 GTR. Together with Duncan Huisman and Boris Said, he finished second behind the other 
Team BMW Motorsport threesome.

Lamy was impressed with the 500 bhp GT sports car. “The BMW M3 GTR is a great car, powerful and fast”, he says. “Its cornering abilities are 
amazing. The entire package – and that’s what counts in a race – is fantastic. 
The BMW M3 GTR is a really remarkable car for the Nordschleife.” Involvements in the new LeMans Endurance Series (LMES) in 2004 added further miles to his long-distance record and brought him victory in the 
GTS Class. The sprinter of Formula days past has emerged as an experienced long-distance specialist.
Date/Place of birth:
20th March 1972/Aldeia Galega (PRT)

Place of residence:
Lisbon (PRT)

Marital status:
single

Website:
www.pedrolamy.com

1978–1981
Mini Motorbikes, three championship titles in Portuguese circuit and motocross racing, one title in Iberian circuit and motocross racing

1985–1986
2nd place Portuguese Kart Championship 



(Spring Class)

1987
2nd place Portuguese Kart Championship 


(Green Class)

1988
1st place Portuguese Kart Championship 


(Inter 100 Class)

1989
1st place Portuguese Formula Ford Championship 

1990
1st place Formula Opel Nations Cup

1991
1st place Formula Opel Euro Series and Nations Cup

1992
1st place German Formula 3 Championship and 


1st place Formula 3 Marlboro Masters

1993
2nd place European Formula 3000 Championship and


Formula One debut, 4 GPs (Lotus)

1994
Formula One, 4 GPs (Lotus), test driver (Mercedes)

1995
Formula One, 8 GPs (Minardi), 
test driver (Tyrrell, Arrows)

1996
Formula One (Minardi)

1997
FIA GT Championship and Le Mans 24 Hrs (Porsche)

1998
1st place FIA GT2 Championship (Chrysler Viper), 


2nd place Le Mans 24 Hours (Chrysler Viper)

1999

Le Mans 24 Hours (Mercedes), American Le Mans 



Series and ISRS (BMW V12 Le Mans)

2000
13th place German Touring Car Challenge (DTM)

 (Mercedes)  

2001

11th place DTM (Mercedes),




1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (Chrysler Viper),



4th place Le Mans 24 Hours (Chrysler LMP)

2002

7th place V8 Star (Jaguar),



1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (Chrysler Viper),



5th place Le Mans 24 Hours (Dallara Judd LMP)

2003
1st place V8 Star (Jaguar),

5th place Spa 24 Hours (Chrysler Viper), 
Nürburgring 24 Hours (Dodge Viper)

2004
2nd place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR),

1st place GTS Class LMES (Ferrari)

9. Boris Said.

Multitalented driver with boundless energy.

In the course of his career, Boris Said has competed in races on countless circuits around the globe. But it was the Nordschleife that left the most profound impression on the American. “You don’t compete against other drivers there, you compete against the track”, he says. In 2003 and 2004, 
Said was driving for Team BMW Motorsport in the 24-hour event in the Eifel. Last year he celebrated second place with Pedro Lamy and Duncan Huisman in the long-distance classic, finishing behind the number 42 BMW M3 GTR. 

“For me it is the most impressive track in the world. On the Nordschleife 
you encounter all manner of turns, a bit like the ‘best of’ all other circuits”, 
Said enthuses. The 42-year-old certainly has plenty of points of comparison. His passion is for interesting races in the most powerful and varied cars available. For him up to 40 races a year are no sweat, regardless of whether they are sprints or long-distance races, whether they are held on race tracks 
or city circuits, in America, Spa in Belgium, Le Mans in France or, as in 1993, in the German ADAC Cup.

One of the few constants in his career is his involvement with the PTG Team of Tom Milner. With this team, Said has collected more wins with the BMW M3 than any other professional driver in American sports car racing, some of them in partnership with his friend Hans-Joachim Stuck. It was also Stuck 
who inducted Said into the secrets of the world’s most challenging race track before his first competition on the Nordschleife. Arguably his greatest 
success was in 2003, when Said took pole position in Sonoma in the NASCAR Nextel Cup.

And yet this 1.90-metre racing driver was initially only interested in motorcycles. After witnessing his first car race, the 1985 American Formula One Grand Prix in Detroit, he resolved to switch to four wheels. Though 
he has since won numerous championship titles, Said does not subscribe to punctilious totting up of points. And so the challenge of the Nürburgring 
24 Hour Race, where drivers and team have to deliver top performance right on cue, is just the thing for him.

Date/Place of birth:
18th September 1962/New York (USA)

Place of residence:
Carlsbad, California (USA)

Marital status:
married, one son

1989
1st place SCCA Showroom Stock GT National Championship, 

SCCA Corvette Challenge Rookie of the Year

1990, 1991
1st place SCCA Showroom Stock GT National Championship

1992
1st place IMSA Endurance Challenge Sports-Class Championship

1993


8th place German ADAC GT Cup

1994
SCCA Trans-Am Series Rising Star of the Year Award, Le Mans 24 Hours (GT2 pole),

Spa 24 Hours (GT2 pole and Class win)

1994–1996
Trans-Am Series – one win, finished in the top five 
11 times, in the top ten 23 times

1995


1st place Firestone Firehawk 

1996
1st place Daytona 24 Hours and 3rd place GTS Class 

(drove for 18 hours)

1996–2001
drove BMW M3 (BMW Team PTG) in American championships, won at least one race a year

2002
1st place Trans-Am Drivers’ Championship, eight wins 

2003 
two races NASCAR Winston Cup, one pole, 
9th place Speed GT in the USA (BMW M3),
Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR)

2004


2nd place Grand-Am Cup Series (BMW M3),



2nd place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3 GTR),



three races NASCAR Nextel Cup

2005


Grand-Am Cup Series (BMW M3)




NASCAR Nextel Cup

10. Andy Priaulx.

European Touring Car Champion strikes out on new paths.

What pays dividends in an endurance race is meticulous work in the cockpit and in the pits. And Andy Priaulx certainly knows the meaning of hard work. With BMW Team Great Britain, numbering just nine members, the British driver won the 2004 title in the FIA European Touring Car Championship (ETCC). This success has fired Priaulx up both for the new World Touring Car Championship and for his involvement in the 24 Hour Race at the Nürburgring. 

In the context of a preparatory race, the 30-year-old took his first close look at the “Green Hell” in March. “I soon ascertained that there’s probably no 
other circuit as difficult for a driver to learn as the Nordschleife”, says Priaulx. With the help of veteran Nordschleife racer Hans-Joachim Stuck, however, 
he soon found his feet on the notorious circuit. As he points out, “No other driver knows the circuit as well as Hans. Without his valuable tips it would certainly have taken me longer.”

Priaulx is already familiar with the BMW M3 GTR from his involvement 
in the 24 Hours of Spa last year. Prior to that, the Guernsey-born racing driver had gathered long-distance experience in races in Australia. 

In the course of his motor sport career, Priaulx has competed on racing machines of virtually every description, from go-karts all the way to power boats. On 27th January 2005, one of his dreams came true when he 
was allowed to take the Williams BMW FW26 out on a test drive for the 
BMW WilliamsF1 Team. This year he will for the first time be competing as an official BMW works driver in the FIA World Touring Car Championship, where 
he aims to continue his successes of last year. For Priaulx, competing on the Nordschleife is the icing on the cake of his personal racing agenda for 2005. 
“It is unquestionably a highlight of this season”, he says. “I get on very 
well with the BMW M3 GTR and can hardly wait to take part in the marathon.”

Date/place of birth: 
8th August 1974/Guernsey (Channel Islands)

Residence:
Guernsey (CI)

Marital status:
Married to Joanne,


one son, Sebastian, one daughter, Daniella

Website:
www.andypriaulx.com

1984 
karting in the Channel Islands

1985–1990
motocross

1990
1st place Motocross 250 cc Championship in 


the Channel Islands

1991–1995
Hillclimb racing

1995
1st place RAC MSA British Hillclimb Championship 


with max. points score and 14 wins over two seasons

1996
Formula Renault (selective races)

1997
British Formula 3 Championship scholarship 

1998
Renault Spider Cup (selective races), one pole position


and three podiums,


2nd place Formula Palmer Audi Winter series

1999
1st place Renault Spider Cup, 13 wins from pole,


BTCC test driver Renault Williams, Vauxhall and Ford, 


BARC President’s Cup for Outstanding Achievement,


Guernsey Ambassador of the Year

2000
British Formula 3 Championship for Renault UK, 


three podiums and pole position in Silverstone,


F3 races in Macau and Korea for Manor Motorsport 

2001
British Formula 3 Championship, two wins, two


pole positions and ten podiums, 


2nd from pole in F3 Super Prix in Korea,


qualified 6th in the F3 Grand Prix in Macau, 


invitational drive for Vauxhall in the BTCC, qualified on


pole for both races and finished 2nd
2002
5th place British Touring Car Championship, scored


Honda’s debut win, three pole positions, competed in 


Australia in the Bathurst 1000 and Queensland 500 


(Holden TWR)

2003
3rd place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), three wins

2004
1st place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Great 


Britain,


2nd place Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race (BMW 320i),


24 Hour Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
FIA WTCC Team BMW UK (BMW 320i)
11. Technology of the BMW M3 GTR.

M3 extreme.

A muscular presence and a big heart: the BMW M3 GTR makes its mark 
with a beefy body partly constructed of carbon-fibre, an output of more than 500 bhp from a V8 engine, and a thoroughbred racing chassis. 

BMW Motorsport originally designed the GT Coupé to compete in the American LeMans Series (ALMS). In the 2001 season, the BMW M3 GTR took the title in every class: BMW works driver Jörg Müller won the 
Drivers’ Championship in the GT Class, BMW Motorsport took the Team title, and BMW came top of the Manufacturers’ standings in the company’s 
most important export market. In seven out of eight races, the BMW M3 GTR was first to cross the finish line. 

The fundamental difference to the production M3 lies in the drivetrain. 
The GTR is driven by a 4.0-litre V8 rather than a 3.2-litre straight-six engine. For improved aerodynamics, the M3 GTR has a front air dam extended 
forward compared with the M3, a longer tail end, and a superstructure that 
is lower.

To comply with the regulations of the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race, 
in particular the stringent noise and emissions standards, comprehensive and in part performance-reducing modifications had to be carried out. 
Both BMW M3 GTRs will be contesting Class E1-XP reserved for works teams. 

The engine.

At the heart of the GTR is a V8 engine producing more than 500 bhp in 
race trim. A short-stroke, high-revving unit, it is fully in the tradition of 
M engines and lent itself to the BMW M3 GTR not least by virtue of its compact dimensions. A bank angle of 90% and a flat oil pan with dry sump lubrication meant it could be mounted in the M3. Lengthwise, the four-litre V8 takes up a space two cylinders short of that of the M3’s straight-six, which allowed for a new cooling concept. Immediately behind the front dam with its huge air intake, the water cooler (left) and oil cooler (right) are located next to each other at an oblique angle. The outlets for the air collected from below can be seen on the bonnet. 

This positioning is a very efficient solution both thermally and aerodynamically. It allows for greater downforce without significantly increasing drag. 
The cooler for the gearbox is located at the front and for the differential 
at the rear of the car.

When it came to the model P60 engine, the greatest challenge was to provide sufficiently large flow cross-sections for the intake and exhaust side. 
The P60 is aspirated by two air restrictors, as per regulations, which limit the intake cross-section to a diameter of 32 mm per cylinder bank. In the ALMS the diameter of the air restrictors last measured 30.4 mm. The trumpet-shaped air restrictors necessary for optimal cylinder charging are visible above the coolers.

In addition to the successful design of the flow channels, the V8 also features an efficient combustion chamber design. The engine has a rotary valve 
sleeve per cylinder and an engine control system specially developed by 
BMW Motorsport. Says BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen: 
“Like all M engines, this V8 offers remarkably good efficiency, which makes it well suited to long-distance races.” 

A traction control system, which was not permitted by the ALMS regulations, has been integrated into the engine control unit specially for 24-hour events. 

The block and cylinder head of the V8 unit are made of aluminium and 
were produced at the BMW foundry in Landshut, where BMW casts its Formula One engines close to the long-established foundry for production engine blocks. 

Aerodynamics.

The Nordschleife at the Nürburgring demands a different aerodynamic setting compromise compared to the requirements of the generally slower 
American race tracks for which the BMW M3 GTR was developed. These measures are also mirrored in the car’s appearance.

The aerodynamic concept of the M3 GTR was originally developed using 
a 40 per cent scale model in the wind tunnel and later optimized with 
1:1 model and simulation programs. While the front end is also designed for downforce on the front axle and optimal cooling air supply, the extended 
rear end is used to enhance the aerodynamic efficiency of the rear wing. 
For greater high-speed stability, the underbody is largely even. Concessions had to be made here for 24-hour racing with regard to the silencer system 
and the catalytic converters.

Chassis.

The racing chassis of the BMW M3 GTR features stiff, welded steel hub carriers, a greater track width compared to the production model, 
an extremely low-slung superstructure and axle kinematics in keeping with this. A forgiving suspension tuning which is also designed for high speeds 
is particularly important on the Nordschleife. The balanced weight distribution of the BMW M3 GTR allows for an optimal set-up for this particular circuit. 
The rack-and-pinion steering has electro-hydraulic power assistance to take the strain off drivers.

The 18-inch alloy racing wheels by BBS have been strengthened by comparison with the ALMS involvement. In the ALMS the minimum 
weight was 1,100 kilograms, while the Nürburgring prescribes 1,250 kg.

While the standard unitary M3 steel body and welded safety cell of highly 
rigid steel ensure structural stiffness, the M3 GTR, like the basic M3 version, features a thrust plate on the front axle for even greater driving accuracy. 
For the racing involvement, the rear axle has also been equipped with a stiffening thrust plate. 

The brake system has been adapted to the extreme demands of the 24-hour races and, in collaboration with ContiTeves, has received a racing ABS system. 

For improved driveline efficiency, the M3 GTR has a so-called step-up differential. Despite a low-positioned differential, it allows for minimal working angles of the transmission output shafts and features a combination of a viscous and multi-plate lock. 

The safety tank system is located in a protective carbon-fibre sump 
and has been modified for fuelling with an injection nozzle. Tank capacity 
has been increased from 100 to 120 litres. Refuelling times during a pit stop 
on the Nürburgring are determined by the standard flow rate of the 
fuel pumps, which means a service stop will take about three times as long 
as in the 2001 ALMS.

Vehicle specifications BMW M3 GTR. 

Length:
approx. 4,705 mm

Width:
approx. 1,880 mm 

Height:
approx. 1,320–1,330 mm 

Wheelbase:
approx. 2,730 mm 

Track:
1,609 mm front, 1,602 mm rear

Weight:
1,250 kg (minimum weight as per regulations)

Tank capacity:
120 litres (maximum capacity as per regulations)

Chassis/Body:
unitary construction steel body with welded safety cell 

of highly rigid precision steel tubing; front and rear aprons, bonnet, doors, front wings, rear wing extensions, rear wing, rear cover, roof outer layer and rear diffusor made of carbon-reinforced plastic; partially smooth underbody made of sheet steel, safety fuel tank made of carbon fibre-reinforced plastic sandwich, pneumatic four-stamp rapid jack system

Transmission:
pulled triple-disc carbon-fibre clutch; straight-cogged six-speed manual gearbox with oil/air cooling at front; step-up differential with viscous lock and mechanical spreader and multi-plate differential; steel drive shafts with tripod links

Front axle:
single-pivot strut axle with friction-reduced strut bearings; four-position adjustable shock absorbers; welded hub carriers in steel design; anti-roll bar with adjustment rods 

Rear axle:
central link-arm axle with welded longitudinal link in steel and double wishbone; four-position adjustable shock absorbers; anti-roll bar with adjustment rods

Brakes:
front axle:

six-piston monoblock aluminium callipers; inner-vented grey cast-iron brake discs of 380 mm diameter  

Rear axle:
four-piston monoblock aluminium callipers;

inner-vented grey cast-iron disc brakes of 313 mm diameter;

racing ABS system, ContiTeves 

Steering:
rack-and-pinion steering with electro-hydraulic power assistance 

Wheels:
forged aluminium rims from BBS with integral drive pegs, diameter 18 inches, width 11 inches

Tyres:
Michelin racing tyres sizes 27/65-18 (front) and 
28/71-18 (rear)

Engine specifications BMW V8.

Type:

8-cylinder naturally aspirated V engine with 90-degree bank angle

Displacement:
3,997 cc

Bore x stroke:
94 x 72 mm

Compression ratio:
13:1

Max output:
500 bhp at approx. 8,000 rpm

Max torque:
approx. 480 Nm at approx. 6,500 rpm

Max engine speed:
approx. 8,500 rpm

Cylinder block:

aluminium construction with nikasil-coated and exposure-honed liners 

Pistons:
forged box pistons

Connecting rods:
highly rigid steel

Cylinder head:
rigid aluminium construction with spherical valve arrangement, four valves per cylinder 

Valve operation:
four overhead camshafts, chain drive, mechanical bucket tappets 

Intake system:
rotary valve sleeves, air collector made of carbon fibre-reinforced plastic with load change-optimised swing tubes, two air restrictors with a diameter of 32 mm each 

Exhaust system:
high-performance header with additional silencer, two catalysts and side outlet 

Fuel system:
single-cylinder injection with one injection valve per cylinder, injection pressure approx. 5 bar 

Lubrication system:
dry sump with oil tank in luggage compartment 

Cooling:
water/air and oil/air cooler 

Flywheel:
steel

Fuel:
uniform fuel, premium unleaded

Electrical system/Electronics.

Engine:
BMW ECU 12A-V8 with three high-performance microprocessors, external ignition drivers close to spark plugs, eight individual ignition coils, grid switchover function controllable by driver, individual cylinder injection and ignition, engine logbook, 
integral traction control 

Vehicle:
four xenon headlamps with special light module and two corner lights; multifunction steering wheel 
with seven special functions; carbon fibre-reinforced racing display with programmable multifunctional LCD display and integral switch lamps; special racing safety wiring harness; 42-channel data recording system, telemetry system for car-to-pits data transmission 

12. Schedule, circuit, regulations.

Thursday, 5th May 2005.

14:00 hrs

Start of the Adenauer Racing Day in Adenau

Friday, 6th May 2005. 

10:00–12:00 hrs
1st practice 24 Hour Race

19:00–23:00 hrs
2nd practice 24 Hour Race

Saturday, 7th May 2005.
12:30–14:30 hrs
Grid line-up 24 Hour Race 

14:40 hrs

Start of formation lap

15:00 hrs

Start of 24 Hour Race

Sunday, 8th May 2005.

15:00 hrs

Finish of 24 Hour Race

Event name:

33rd ADAC Zürich 24h-Race Nürburgring 2005

Circuit: 

In 2005, the entire Grand Prix course will be used in conjunction with the Nordschleife of the Nürburgring. This means that, among others, the notorious Castrol S will be making its comeback. The Mercedes Arena serves as the paddock for the ADAC Youngtimer Trophy, which last year was still sited at the Müllenback loop. The motorcycle variant will be held at the NGK chicane.

New circuit distance: 25.378 kilometres

Turns: 40 left-handers, 46 right-handers
From the Sporting Regulations.

For one car, a maximum of four and a minimum of two drivers must be nominated. Multiple starts by a driver are permissible but restricted 
to a maximum of two vehicles. Driver changes after the race has started are not permitted. When changing to another car, a minimum interval of 
two hours must be observed. 

Each driver may drive for a maximum of two hours and 30 minutes (including refuelling and pit stops) before a driver changeover. If this driving time is exceeded, the team will forfeit one lap for every excess five minutes begun. 

The starting field is limited to 210 cars.

There will be three starting groups, each one made up of the maximum 
of 70 cars. Pole position is on the left of the front row in each case. The race has a flying start.

After the two practice sessions, the 20 best-placed teams must attach light-emitting diodes to their cars for better identification.

Drivers who have come off the track must continue the race from this position unless there is no shortcut involved. 

The driver in question may only carry out repairs during practice or during the race off track, and using only the tools and spare parts carried in the car. Assistants may only be involved in the pit lane and the paddock. Engaging or accepting outside assistance will not lead to disqualification if it is urgently required for safety reasons and the driver could have continued the race without this assistance. 

Refuelling is permitted exclusively at the petrol pumps in the pit area. 
There is no limit to the number of team members assisting during a pit stop.

After a driving time of 24 hours has elapsed, the first car to cross the start/finish line will be flagged. Cars which have not crossed the finishing line on their own strength and on the circuit within 20 minutes of flagging 
will not be scored.

From the Technical Regulations.

The two BMW M3 GTR cars will line up in the newly formed E1-XP (Experimental) group. There is no categorisation according to cubic capacity. This group is intended to bring together different types of vehicle concept with varying performance ratings.

Only works cars entered or supported by the manufacturer and which have competed in the DTM, the V8-STAR or the ALMS (GT Class) race series are eligible for the E1-XP group.

Only closed touring cars and GT cars without supercharging and running 
on four non-aligned wheels are eligible. The vehicle roof must have a solid structure.

The vehicles must have at least two functioning doors, one on the driver’s and one on the co-driver’s side. The maximum vehicle height stands at 1,600 mm and the minimum vehicle height at 1,100 mm.

The fuel used must be commercially available unleaded petrol (DIN EN 228).

The exhaust system may be modified in order to comply with the maximum sound output – 134 db(A) according to the LWA procedure and 100 db(A) according to the LP procedure.
The minimum vehicle weight is calculated in relation to the engine’s cubic capacity. The minimum vehicle weight for the BMW M3 GTR is 1,250 kg – excluding the driver and with an empty fuel tank. This minimum weight must be maintained at all times during the event. The capacity of the fuel tank 
must not exceed 120 litres.

The cars must be fitted with two air restrictors, each with a maximum diameter of 32 mm. 

Sequential gearboxes with a maximum of six forward gears are permitted. There are no stipulations with regard to gear ratios.

As far as aerodynamics are concerned, the rear wing may only be adjusted 
in steps. Adjustment while the car is moving is not permitted. A rear 
wing width of 1,605 mm (+/–5 mm) is stipulated for the BMW M3 GTR.

The cars may be fitted with an anti-lock braking system, traction control system to prevent tyre slip and ESP (electronic stability program).

Telemetry is permitted.

13. Facts and figures.

Did you know…?

•
A driver in the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race can lose up to 4 kg in body weight, depending on the weather conditions.
•
Hans-Joachim Stuck completed the fastest lap of the Nordschleife circuit 
in a BMW M3 GTR – 8 min 19.992 sec – in qualifying for the VLN race on May 15th, 2004.
•
Stuck drove 49.5 percent of this lap flat-out.
•
The drivers change gear 85 to 100 times per lap on the Nordschleife, depending on the racing situation.
•
A piston in the BMW V8 engine will notch up almost 8,280 metres in travel over the course of a single lap.
•
The drivers brake 50 to 60 times per lap of the “Green Hell”, depending on the racing situation.
•
A total of 36 TV cameras were set up for the 24 Hour Race in 2004.

•
The two BMW M3 GTR cars covered an aggregate distance of 
6,942 kilometres on their way to a one-two finish in the 2004 race.

•
To date, BMW has celebrated 17 overall victories, seven one-two victories and 97 class wins on the Nordschleife.

•
1,400 track marshals were deployed by the event organisers during the 
24 Hour Race in 2004.

•
The number 43 BMW M3 GTR moved up 205 places during the second qualifying session for last year’s race.

•
The Nordschleife attendance record was broken once again in 2004, 
with 220,000 spectators watching the race from trackside.

14. BMW successes in 24-hour events.

Dominance on the world’s most challenging circuit. 

BMW started off its list of triumphs in the Nürburgring 24 Hours in 1970 and has proved by far the most successful marque in this event with 17 overall victories and 97 class wins to date. The runner-up in the league of overall wins is Porsche with six successes, while Opel takes second place for class wins with 46. BMW boasts a further record in having achieved eight class wins in a year (1998 and 2000). In 2004, BMW cars claimed a total of six class victories.

Last year Dirk Müller, Jörg Müller and Hans-Joachim Stuck in the winning 
car number 42 BMW M3 GTR, along with Pedro Lamy, Duncan Huisman 
and Boris Said (car number 43), claimed the seventh one-two victory for BMW in the history of this endurance event.

A glance at the winning statistics shows that BMW victory was rarely an isolated event. The shortest run of wins was three in a row (1984–1986), the longest five (1994–1998). From 1989 to 1998, BMW won nine out of ten 
24-hour races held in the Eifel. Porsche interrupted this winning streak in 1993. 

BMW’s most commanding dominance goes back to 1970 and 1971. 
In both these years, four out of the five best cars displayed the BMW emblem.

Successes in Le Mans and Spa-Francorchamps.

In 1999, BMW claimed its most significant international long-distance 
success – winning the Le Mans 24 Hours with Yannick Dalmas, 
Pierluigi Martini and Joachim Winkelhock in the open-topped BMW V12 LMR sports car.

The racing team behind that involvement was the same one as is gearing up for the 2005 Nürburgring marathon: the crew of BMW and Schnitzer Motorsport under the direction of team manager Charly Lamm. An enclosed GT sports car with a BMW twelve-cylinder engine had previously claimed victory at Le Mans, namely in 1994. Driving the McLaren F1 GTR in that event were Dalmas, JJ Lehto and Masanori Sekiya.

There is justifiable reason why the “Green Hell” at the Nürburgring is frequently mentioned in the same breath as the “Ardennes Rollercoaster”, as the Spa-Francorchamps circuit in Belgium is dubbed. BMW touring cars 
have won 21 times in the 24-hour races held on this demanding circuit since 1924. The first victory was taken by Pascal Ickx and Gerard Langlois in 1965 in a BMW 1800 TI. The most recent overall victory went to Alain Cudini, 
Marc Duez and Eric van de Poele driving a BMW 320i in 1998. In 2004, the winning trio at the Nürburgring (Müller/Müller/Stuck) claimed a GT2 Class 
win in their BMW M3 GTR at Spa and came sixth overall.

17 BMW overall wins at the Nürburgring 24 Hours.

	Year
	Driver
	Car



	1970
	Clemens Schickentanz (GER)

Hans-Joachim Stuck (GER)
	BMW 2002 ti

	1971
	Ferfried Prinz von Hohenzollern (GER)

Gerold Pankl (AUT)
	BMW Alpina

	1972
	Helmut Kelleners (GER)

Gerold Pankl (AUT)
	BMW Alpina

	1973
	Hans Peter Joisten (GER)

Niki Lauda (AUT)
	BMW 3.3

	1984
	Franz Josef Bröhling (GER)

Axel Felder (GER)

Peter Oberndorfer (GER)
	BMW 635

	1985
	Axel Felder (GER)

Jürgen Hamelmann (GER)

Robert Walterscheid-Müller (GER)
	BMW 635

	1986
	Markus Oestreich (GER)

Otto Rensing (GER)

Winfried Vogt (GER)
	BMW 325i

	1989
	Fabien Giroix (FRA)

Emanuele Pirro (ITA)

Roberto Ravaglia (ITA)
	BMW M3

	1990
	Altfried Heger (GER)

Frank Schmickler (GER)

Joachim Winkelhock (GER)
	BMW M3

	1991
	Armin Hahne (GER)

Kris Nissen (DNK)

Joachim Winkelhock (GER)
	BMW M3

	1992
	Johnny Cecotto (VEN)

Christian Danner (GER)

Marc Duez (BEL)

Jean Michel Martin (BEL)
	BMW M3


	1994
	Frank Katthöfer (GER)

Fred Rosterg (GER)

Karl-Heinz Wlazik (GER)
	BMW M3

	1995
	Alexander Burgstaller (GER)

Marc Duez (BEL)

Roberto Ravaglia (ITA)
	BMW 320i

	1996
	Sabine Reck (GER)

Johannes Scheid (GER)

Hans Widmann (GER)
	BMW M3

	1997
	Sabine Reck (GER)

Johannes Scheid (GER)

Hans-J. Tiemann (GER)

Peter Zakowski (GER)
	BMW M3

	1998 
	Andreas Bovensiepen (GER)

Marc Duez (BEL)

Christian Menzel (GER)

Hans-Joachim Stuck (GER)
	BMW 320d

	2004 
	Dirk Müller (GER)

Jörg Müller (GER)

Hans-Joachim Stuck (GER)
	BMW M3 GTR


15. Partners and sponsors.

Siemens VDO Automotive is one of the world’s leading suppliers of electronics, electrics and mechatronics to the motoring industry. As a development 
partner of the automotive industry, the company manufactures a wide range of products for driveline systems, engine management electronics and fuel injection technology that improve engine performance and reduce emissions. For the enhancement of ride comfort and user-friendly operation, it offers information and car communication systems with instrumentation, audio and navigation devices, telematics and multimedia applications, all the way 
to complete cockpits. Contributing to greater safety on the road are 
Siemens VDO products for the chassis and body, such as airbag, ABS and access control systems. A separate sales division offers retrofit products 
for passenger cars and utility vehicles, with the focus on fleet management and audio and navigation systems. Siemens VDO Automotive registered 
a turnover of 9 billion euros in financial year 2004 (30/09/2004).

O2 Germany, currently with more than 6.7 million customers, is a subsidiary of mmO2 plc and a successful operator in the German telecoms market. 
mm02 plc has 22 million customers in Britain, Ireland and Germany. With its own network infrastructure, O2 Germany offers not only post-pay and pre-pay deals but also mobile data services based on GPRS technology. The Munich-based company will also be marketing products for UMTS, the next mobile phone generation. Beyond its leading position as a provider of mobile 
data services, O2 Germany has also made an impact with its unique O2 Genion tariff, a mobile phone tariff that allows customers to make low-rate calls to German landlines as well as all German mobile phone networks. With Germany’s first flat rate for unlimited mobile surfing – the “O2 Active Surf & 
E-Mail-Pack” – the company is once again positioning itself as an innovative enterprise that brings a breath of fresh air into the mobile phone market.

Castrol stands for innovation and high-performance. The company enjoys international recognition as a lubricant specialist and is active in 130 countries. Castrol employs a workforce of more than 10,000 in developing, manufacturing, marketing and selling a range of 5,000 high-quality lubricating products for consumers, dealers, shipping and industry. Castrol supplies lubricants to Formula BMW and has since 1999 been in close partnership with the BMW Group in the areas of research, development, and aftersales and marketing. Castrol is a Technical Sponsor of the BMW Motorsport Team 
in the Nürburgring 24 Hours.

Michelin has been producing tyres for more than 100 years and is one 
of the world’s leading manufacturers with a current market share of around 
20 per cent. As the inventor of the radial tyre, Michelin is a byword for 
sporty handling, bringing radial technology into all areas of motor sport and revolutionising Formula One with it in 1977. Michelin is a proven 
BMW motor sport partner, also in the 24 Hour Race at the Nürburgring. 

PUMA was founded in 1948 in Herzogenaurach, Germany. One of the 
leading manufacturers of sports shoes, sportswear and accessories, PUMA has throughout its corporate history remained true to its four principles 
of authenticity, performance, technological innovation and accepting ever-new challenges. Today PUMA is the alternative sports brand that successfully unites impulses from the world of sport, lifestyle and fashion. For PUMA motor sport is no new territory either – the first racing shoes by PUMA were 
already being worn back in the 1970s and early ’80s. 1998 saw PUMA return to motor racing. Among others, it is a sponsor of the BMW Motorsport Team.

BBS has been a successful supplier of wheels to motor sport for more than 30 years. Nowhere are the demands on wheels higher and the loads geater than in motor racing. At BBS, these experiences filter directly into the development of road wheels. Thanks to its innovative products, BBS occupies the leading position in its field and is systematically developing its technical edge. In 1992, the company achieved the impossible when it produced Formula One wheels made of forged magnesium, saving some 20 percent in weight. Since then, this revolutionary wheel technology has conquered 
virtually all racing categories around the world. 

Recaro seats are a byword for top quality when it comes to ergonomics, safety, technology, design and comfort. Recaro products are found wherever people and their needs are paramount. Professional racing drivers have to 
be able to rely on the quality and safety of their hardware, as spectacular races such as the Nürburgring 24 Hours or the Macau Grand Prix demand absolute peak performance – also from the materials involved. Recaro racing seats exceed all the relevant requirements and thereby provide a basis of trust. 
Today as in the past, Recaro is a pioneering seat manufacturer in terms of quality, safety and innovation. 
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