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7. Interior and Equipment.

In particular, the X3 experience gives the passengers a unique feeling of space and freedom.  The high seating position also referred to as the “commanding” position, together with ample headroom, ensures a genuine touch of generosity, while at the same time the interior fits the driver and passengers like a tailored suit, thus avoiding any feeling of undue distance. 

Expressed in figures, the driver and front passenger enjoy 1,417 mm (55.8´´) shoulder room, that is 35 millimetres (1.4´´) more than in the 3 Series Saloon, as well as 997 millimetres (39.3´´) headroom, 22 millimetres (0.9´´) more than in the 3 Series.  Seating accommodation is equally comfortable for the rear-seat passengers, 590 millimetres (23.2´´) kneeroom giving even tall occupants all the space they need.  And headroom of 1,002 millimetres (39.4´´) even exceeds the space available in the generously dimensioned new 5 Series. 

Up to 1560 litres of luggage space.

Lots of space is also available in the luggage compartment ranging in size from 480 litres (up to the luggage compartment cover) all the way to 
1,560 litres, making the luggage area comparable to the space available in the X5.  Folding down the backrest on the asymmetrically split rear seats to provide an almost flat surface, the driver can load up to three mountain bikes into the luggage compartment.  And as an option the bikes – or any other cargo, for that matter – can be stowed away very safely and conveniently thanks to two optionally available fastening rails with four moving and firmly positioned lashing points in the floor of the luggage compartment offering ideal transport options for all kinds of sports equipment and other items thanks to the accessories available.

With the single-piece tailgate opening up to a wide angle and thanks to the low floor level in the luggage compartment, the process of loading and unloading bicycles is nothing but child’s play.  Small odds and ends, in turn, fit conveniently into an additional storage box at the rear right, and a 12 V power socket featured as standard in the luggage compartment provides electric power for appliances such as a cooling box.

Again reflecting the versatility and practical value of the X3, a wide range of storage compartments, boxes and fastening options are within easy reach of the passengers.  Two cupholders in the centre console at the front are standard even in the “basic” model.  Spacious map pockets complete with nets in the front doors serve to accommodate all kinds of odds and ends, the glove compartment providing a capacity of 4.5 litres.  The armrest in the centre console, in turn, offers two separate storage boxes, a flatter compartment at the top housing the optional telephone where fitted and a larger compartment further down accommodating the optionally available six CD player as well as three additional CDs.  The rear-seat passengers have the convenience not only of pockets in the doors, but also two cupholders and a storage compartment in the centre armrest. 

Two standardised child seats may be fastened on ISOFIX attachment points at the rear and the optional ski-bag allows clean and safe transportation of up to four pairs of skis even with four occupants in the vehicle.  Whenever the ski-bag is not required, in turn, it fits conveniently, out of sight and without taking up any space behind the centre armrest.

The driver seeking to take along even bulkier cargo has the choice of the optional storage package comprising nets behind the front seats in the front passenger’s footwell, and in the luggage compartment at the rear left.  A further feature in this case is the additional storage compartment at the top middle of the instrument panel housing the folding colour monitor on vehicles fitted with BMW’s navigation system.  And last but not least, the package comes with fastening rails in the luggage compartment comprising four variable lashing points and a slip-proof double-sided floor mat.

Sports seats are available as an option for both the driver and front passenger, suitably contoured side elements on the seat squab and backrest providing optimum side support in all situations.  Seat height, backrest and seat angle, fore-and-aft position as well as thigh support are all electrically adjustable. 

Your personal X3: Car and Key Memory. 

Like all new BMWs, the X3 comes with the Car and Key Memory personalisation functions.  The former, Car Memory, serves to program a wide range of individual settings, for example automatically switching on the lights when the driver starts the engine or activating the follow-me-home function after you have locked your car.  In this case all the driver has to do is press the light flasher when getting out to keep the headlights on for approximately 
40 seconds, thus brightening up the area around the car.  Over and above these functions, Key Memory “remembers” a wide range of personal settings for each individual driver in conjunction with the respective remote control key.  This enables the driver to activate, say, his “personal” setting on the air conditioning and, on models fitted with power seats, his personal seating position when opening the central locking.

The BMW X3 comes as standard with an on-board computer comprising a wide range of functions:  time, outside temperature with an acoustic black ice warning as soon as temperatures drop below +3 ºC, average fuel consumption, the range still remaining on the fuel in the tank, and your average speed.  The driver is informed of these functions in his primary line of vision in the lower middle section of the instrument cluster. 

This and the simple operation of the on-board computer by means of buttons on the direction indicator lever make sure that the driver will never be distracted from the road around him. 

8. Optional Extras. 

Over and above the wide range of standard features, the BMW X3 comes with an equally wide range of options.  Particular highlights in this context are the new, extra-large panorama roof and the innovative Adaptive Headlights.

Adaptive Headlights with bi-xenon light units.

Introducing new Adaptive Headlights, BMW is offering yet another networked active safety system in the X3.  Adaptive Headlights have been developed to enhance active safety at night, improving driver visibility in the dark by means of swivelling headlight units.  The two bi-xenon headlights are controlled in their position as a function of the steering angle, yaw rates and road speed, thus illuminating the road ahead in a bend. 

The driver activates the Adaptive Headlights by way of the lights switch in the Automatic position, the adaptive function being triggered as soon as the car starts moving.  Whenever the wheels are turned to the left with the car at a standstill (or to the right in the case of right-hand-drive models), the headlights must point straight ahead for legal reasons in order to avoid dazzling oncoming traffic.  And when backing up the Adaptive Headlights remain inactive.

The basic component incorporated in this adaptive system is the swivelling headlight module with bi-xenon lights for the high and low beam.  Further features of this system are dynamic headlight range control as well as the headlight cleaner. 

Panorama roof. 

The two-piece panorama roof extends almost throughout the entire roof area, with a glass surface of 0.65 square metres.  The driver is able to open the roof completely just by touching a button, providing a genuine convertible feeling within a Sports Activity like the X3. 

When opening, the front glass panels move beneath the rear panels, largely disappearing between the roof and the interior lining.  To protect the passenger compartment from overheating the glass panels in the panorama roof are made of venus-grey protective glass, and the glass area may also be covered by a suspended lining opening and closing fully automatically. 


Bi-xenon headlights. 


The bi-xenon headlights use the excellent illumination power of xenon bulbs not just for the low, but also for the high beams, thus giving the driver the most powerful lights technology currently available.  To provide the low- and high-beam setting, a shutter is moved electromagnetically in front of the light beam within the xenon light unit, varying the beam accordingly.  And to avoid the risk of dazzling oncoming traffic, the system is combined with dynamic headlight range control.

Electrochromatic interior mirror. 

The electrochromatic (EC) mirror is made up of two glass plates, one clear and one reflecting plate, with an ultra-thin fluid film in between.  As soon as this film comes under electrical voltage, it changes its permeability to light and the mirror grows dark. 

This entire process is controlled by two light sensors in the interior mirror constantly comparing ambient light and mirror brightness and thus determining whether the driver might be dazzled by the headlights of vehicles following from behind.  Depending on specific requirements, the system reduces the degree of mirror reflection infinitely by 60–10 per cent. 

Climate comfort windscreen.

The infra-red-reflecting windscreen consistently reduces any excessive heat caused by solar irradiation.  Particularly after being parked for a long time in summer, the vehicle may become very hot inside, the climate comfort windscreen thus reducing the temperature of interior components now far more pleasant to touch.  As an example, surface temperature on the instrument panel is reduced by approximately 10 ºC after parking the car for 90 minutes in bright sunshine.  While driving, in turn, the reduction of solar irradiation enhances not only motoring comfort but also driving safety, with the interior temperature having a significant influence on the driver’s ability to concentrate at the wheel.

Navigation system with DVD. 

The X3 is available as an option with a DVD-based navigation system in two different versions:  The Professional navigation system features a coloured, high-resolution 16:9 graphic display presenting maps of the route calculated and providing navigation instructions by voice messages.  The display folds out electrically and is perfectly accommodated in the top middle area of the instrument panel, even offering an optional TV function.  The alternative is the Business navigation system with destination guidance by voice messages and arrows presented in the radio display.  Both systems take RDS-TMC traffic information received on the radio by digital data flow into account, any further messages relating to the planned route and traffic conditions also being presented and, at the request of the driver, taken into consideration in the route planning process.

The driver is also able to choose the dynamic route planning option, with the system automatically calculating the best route to the destination required.  And if in this case traffic congestion might arise on the route calculated, the system will judge itself which alternative is best.  Should this indicate that the route chosen is faster despite such traffic congestion, the navigation unit will proceed accordingly. 

Car telephone.

BMW offers purchasers of the X3 wishing to telephone in their vehicle various options and technologies:  The highest level of equipment is the Professional car telephone incorporating Bluetooth technology and featuring not only hands-free operation and an outside aerial, but also a mobile handset integrated in the centre armrest at the disposal of all passengers for their requirements.

In this case the link to the actual mobile phone is provided by trendsetting Bluetooth technology, the telephone itself being controlled either via the mobile handset or the on-board monitor.  The entire system is a dual-band configuration and also features control buttons for the telephone integrated in the multifunction steering wheel. 

The alternative is a system preparing for subsequent use of a mobile phone with a Bluetooth interface including hands-free operation, a charge socket, and an outside aerial.  In this case the user need not even take his Bluetooth-compatible mobile phone out of his pocket or place it in an appropriate support, the telephone automatically creating the link with the base station within the vehicle as soon as it is within the range required.

Using various separately available snap-in adapters, the user is therefore able to hook up all kinds of Bluetooth-compatible mobile phones also operated if required through the on-board monitor.  The third variant, finally, is conventional preparation for a telephone complete with hands-free operation.

Audio systems. 

A range of high-quality audio and loudspeaker systems giving the customer his personal choice ensures good entertainment within the X3 at all times.  

The foundation is provided by a high-quality stereo system complete with a CD player fitted as standard in Germany.  The BMW Business CD HiFi system, in turn, is available as an option, ensuring listening quality of the highest standard.  This audio system comes with a diversity aerial, an integrated CD player with comfort functions, and the option to connect a CD changer.  And integrated in the Professional navigation system, BMW Business is also available with a minidisc player instead of the integrated CD player.  The optional CD changer for six CDs is accommodated conveniently and within easy reach in the centre console. 

Given these features, the BMW Business audio system belongs to the range of navigation systems available in the X3.

All sound systems come with two central woofers for particularly strong and well-balanced bass quality.  A HiFi loudspeaker system with 8 speakers and its own 160 W amplifier is also available, the top version being the Professional HiFi system incorporating 10 loudspeakers, 500 W output and the DSP Digital Sound Processor complete with a graphic seven-band equaliser providing the possibility to generate all kinds of surround sound effects for various types of music.

A special satellite radio for satellite broadcasting now available virtually nationwide is furthermore available as an option in the USA.

PDC Park Distance Control.

Parking the X3 is child’s play whenever the vehicle is fitted with PDC Park Distance Control introduced by BMW into the market:  The closer you get to an obstacle, the faster the sequence of signals presenting the distance between the vehicle and another object. In this process the control unit, using ultrasound and applying the echo principle, cyclically measures the distance from the front and rear bumpers to the nearest obstacle.  The sensors cover a detection range of approximately 1.5 metres, with the first warning signal being generated at a distance of approximately 1.2 metres.  Then, as soon as the sequence of signals picks up speed increasingly and becomes one continuing tone, the driver knows that he is less than 20 centimetres away from the obstacle closest to his X3. 

Rain sensor masterminding the screenwipers and headlights.

AIC Automatic Intermittent Control complete with a rain sensor cleans the windscreen with particular efficiency according to current requirements.  Available in conjunction with the headlight cleaning system, AIC varies the intermittent wipe interval as a function of moisture on the windscreen in an infinite process from ongoing operation all the way to a complete standstill. 

To provide this function the rain sensor, considering the reflection of infra-red light, measures light permeability on the windscreen by means of a light diode:  A dry window reflects infra-red light 100 per cent, a wet window reflects such light only in part.  This guarantees optimum wiper frequency geared to actual requirements as a function of rain intensity. 

The rain sensor also serves to control the car’s headlights:  Whenever the driver turns the lights switch to the automatic position, the headlights are switched on automatically as soon as ambient light drops below a certain level.  When driving, say, on routes through the mountains with many tunnels, this function enhances both driving comfort and safety. 

Sports package. 

Available as an option, the sports package gives even greater emphasis to the very dynamic performance and appearance of the X3.  The looks of the vehicle in particular are upgraded by features such as white direction indicators, appliqués in high-gloss satin chrome, and light-alloy wheels in star-spoke design.  High-gloss satin chrome comprises the surrounds on the side windows as well as the window shaft covers and the mirror base, all finished in high-gloss black paint.  The interior, in turn, is upgraded by a leather sports steering wheel, sports seats for the driver and front passenger, as well as the roof lining in Anthracite providing a particularly sporting touch. 

